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cal Divine Treatiſes , are none 


AA Mong. the Multitude of Pradti- 


' more mumerous than on the Lord's 


Supper , nor more diverſly handled : 
Not a few.-we/-diſpoſed Perſons yet com- 
plain they are at a loſs, not ſo much 
which to make uſe of, as that they 
know not how to form Directions in- 
to appoſite Meditations : they ſequeſter 


themſelves, they /iz , they ſeem to 


reflef as others ; but know not what 
to fay in themſebves, to their great dif- 


comfort and diſcouragement, © The 


& 3 "enſuing 


U 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


enſuing Manual is ſo methodically di- 
& geſted for their Aſliſtance , and pre- 

| ſented to your ſelf , not as one that 
 xceds it, but the Compoſer a better evi- 
cence of his great efteem of a Perſon 
fo conſtant , ifs) devout ac ommunicant, 
ſo eminently Charitable, 10 rarely Tem- 
. per'd, fo truly Honourable. It it dif 
pleaſe any, I 4orrow of ſo many to 
diſcharge one great Debt ; methinks 
my Zonefty in owning 2t may ſatisfe 
their allowing me alſo to make the 4e/# 
uſe of theirs | were able; and it this 
bea #ad one, "tis a right hand error ; I 
hope they will not condemn, but pity 
and pardon me; I was no better adv1- 
fed; my ambition being not to appear 
W* 2» Publick, but to be paublickly uſeful, 
li and to ket the World know,how .much 
lam —- MY 
ST R, 


Tour great Admirer, 


and humble Servant. 


A 


ds - 
PREMONITION 


TO THE 


IREAD ER 


Ae the enſaing "Treatiſe was } 
A defizned to be uſhered into pubs. 
lick view,without any other Epiſtle than 
that Dedicatory,to one,who was for 10 0- 
ther witneſſes of his Eminent Piety,than 
thoſe two, which are mare than ten thous 
fand, God and Conſcience : yet it is 
found requifite to advertiſe thoſe who 
_ are. willing to make uſe of it.. | 
1. As to that part of Preparation, . 
which refpets Humiliation for ſin, mat- 
ter enough for which every one may find | 
thereby examining his manifold breaches 
of the Law and Goſpel ; yet the Com- 
municant 7#-an eſpectal manner is t0 re- 
flet upon, and to be deeply humbled*for - 
his-own [Iniquities, a»d particular Fail- | 
ings fixce the foregoing Communion: iſ 
but no exatt Example could be given of iſ 
what nimſelf is only conſcious. _ | 
| A 4 $. Fax 


: A- Premonition , &c: 


2. For Prayers the Week before, aud 
Morning of the Cormnmunion,they relate 
( for memory ſake) to the requiſite Gra- 
ces, aud Ends,in going to the Ordinance. 

3- More matter 1s provided than [ 
doubt will be- ſpent at thetime of Recei- 
ving 7i# this Frozen Age, ;/o deviated 
from the Primitive, when al Chriſtians 
ſtill partook of that one Cup ; yet thoſe 
| that ( notwithſtanding all endeavours) 
"have Memories ſo unfaithful, as they 
"dare not truſt , may ( for ought I know) 


by Book make uſe of ſo much of that they 


Judge moſt pertinent,as the ſpaces between 
joining with the Miniſter will permit. 

4. 4 Prayer before , and another af- 
ter the Sacrament , with more particu- 
lar Direfions and Meditations for the 


time of Receiving, is added in this Edi- 
tion, to fatis}e thoſe who thought them 


© wanting (though the Author did. not ) in 

+; 21.3 (19; | 

5. If any thing be judged univitable, 

. © becauſe not uſual, rhere is matter enourh 

| © Zefides': They are left to their Liberty, 

\that are not of my mind. mw 
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Frequent Celebration. 


O' this in' remembrace- of me , 1s not 

| only a Permiſſion,but an Injunttion, 

_ *tis our Duty, as well as our Bene- 
fit to receive Chriſt ;, ſo not; to receive him, 
is both our ſm and miſery, *Tis more than 
3 acommand, a charge of a dying Feſtator, and © 

Saviour. As the benefit. is of 1nfinire merit, 
ſo mould 'the acknowledgment be an ErernaF 
memorial, His death ſhould always {ve it 
our arts; and we: be ſo careful.in aving 
this , that when he comes again he may , 
find us /o doing.” Doth ke not now thus be- 
ſp:akt us? Can the King of: Kings take it 
kindly at your hands, when he hath kille& 
the fatted Calf, furniſhed his: Fable, ſent 
forth his Servants, iaying, benold I have 
| prepared my Sipper, come, eat of my Bread, 
4 and drink. of my. Wine which I have ming- 
| 5 Ne GN led; 


is 
nt 2 ths 
SA - 


he, 


z Frequent Celebration. 


| - ted, all things are ready, come unto the Mar- 


riage; and you make lizht of it, (ſo mean 
are your thoughts of his fare,and company ) 


©. ordeſire tobeexcuſed , becauſe you are nor 
|  grefſed, when indeed you never went about 


to make you ready ? Do you' not provoke 
h:m to leave you , to let-you go forrowing 
to your Graves ? toſay, None of th: ſe that 
were bidden (though they ſee the plenty ) 


ſhall taſte (the ſweetneſs, fatneſs, goodneſs) 


of my Supper ; was there ever any ſo dear, 
{o. precious z coſt i* not the Maſter. of it 
his own life to- make zz ? if ont of courte- 
fie you invite a poor man to the beſt that 
can he had, and he ſawcily , ungratefully 
find fault with your. Meat z and ask you, 
why you troubled him to come to ſo poor 
Proviſion ; or ſend word you have nothing 
worth caming for , he can provide for him- 


- elf, hath better at home., and better com- 


Pany';. would you think he deſerved the 
worlt bit of it, or another invitation ? *'Tiis 


"a ſign you value nct, you flight Communi. 


&: with me: If you Loved me, you would 
'Rill be ſeeins, looking upon, deſiring to 
be with me, where | am want to walk, 
-xo maniteſt my ſelf, to fit at my Table, 
' to ſup with my Diſciples , and never be at 
reſt without a"regewed Senſe of my love 
uato you : Tou are:Fhey I Live. and Die 

X - 2: for, 
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Frequent Celebration: "” 


for , for whom 1 do and fer ſo much; of 1 


whom t-will always think upon , in whoſe 
thoughts I love to live ; and becauſe my 
departure is at hand, and I muſf go away 
from-yon, this memorial | leave with' you, 
to put you always in rememdbrance;z when 
you ſee it, thinkeof 2c, whoin the very 
night } was Betrayed , when taking that dole- 
ful farewel of an ungrateful World, was 
ſo mindful of yow good and comfort, to 
arm , eſtabliſh , and refreſh. yow; and will 
you negte(t , diſeſteem, contemn it ? Dorh 
not the berefir of my Paſſion without your de- 
ſert, plead for the conſtant meditation. of 
it without your ſcandal? The frequent, faith- 
ful remembrance of what I did and ſuffe- 
red for ' you, is my chief requeſt, and your 
only -requital, and yer do,-you diltaſte,what 
I -imbraced*? and indnare not to think of 
what't refuſed: not to indure? Loath jou 
the cf of Salvation, thar colt me a Cup of 
Aſtonithment ? Have 1 left the Glory of ty 
Ether, to be.cloathzd with , and dwell if 
Fleſh? Led a Life of Suffering, undergone 
a'fhameful', painful, accurſed death , roſe 


ipain, aſcende 1, prepared Manftons', ta- 


ken poſſeſſion for you, where Þ plead yorr 
Cavſe, and from whence [will come ere 


long to abſolve you before all the World, 


and with whom youſhall be for ever ? Have 


1-3 


(© 4 


4 Frequent Celebration. 


-]: givenſuch coſtly Evidences of my love un- 
to you, and ove you not to ao this in rement- 
branee of me? 


Do. But for thee (dear Saviour) I had 


| been, for ever #d0xe; for thee then , and 
do thy ſake, what j is it that I ſhould not 

by def res are my 1njun#ions : There 
is Ri enongh in thy love to do thy 
Pleaſure. Since 7hox wouldſt have no zature 


but 7xe, I will have zowill but thine; which 


when once ſignified by. command , upon 
my, obligation 1. ſhould, upon my Fealty 
to thee, the King of the. Church and: Save- 
-reign, as: well as Saviour of my Soul, I ought, 
1 may,. 1 muſt nor diſpute , nor delay , i 
dare not, but mult Do;; elſe » how mult [ 
be looked upon, when the King,commands 
all his loving Subjedts to take the,0ath- of 
"Allegiance, "and 1 ſtay, eway.and refuſe ? 

.Do 1 not publickly diſown him for, my 
Sovereign , Who hath.enjoined the Cele- 
bration of this as an Evidence and Symbol 
of my Relation to, and Communicn with 
pct ? Is .not this appointed IOr a memorial 
.of.his death , whereby he delivered his Peo- 
_Ple., and-. deſtroyed, their Enemics ; trap- 
Scendently to.us , what the Paſsover was to 
£ the Jews, and the neglect of it more pro- 
_yoking ? Yer , the man that is clean, and is 
r0t- in. a Journey ,, and ( forbeareth, to keep the 
—_ 


h, 


| 


CE ET i 
PF *. , 
d s. 7 
% 


Frequent Celebration:  F 
Paſſover [at the time appointed | (when: he 
might and ought eatit) ever rhe ſame Soul 
ſhall be cut off from his People, becauſe he 
brought not the offering of the Lord. in his ap- 
pointed ſeaſon , that man ſhall bear his Sin. 
There's a puniſament annexed: to the zeglett, 
_ as well as 11 performance of it ; he that cats 
zrreverently, is guilty of profaning the 
Lord's Body ; and he that eats nor, of de- 
ſpiſing. it , and of preferring his Luſts be- 


forehim ;, the one eats damnation to. himfelf, 
and the other Þy not eating, judges him». 


ſelf to-be #7. damnable State, *'Tis dange- 
rous- ſtaying in that condition , wherein we: 
judge our felves unmett Society for Chrilt ; 
it I cannot partake of his Supper here, how. 
can I think my ſelf fit to Feaf# with him, 
in Heaven? or hope to: look on his Face 
with comfort there-,, and take no pleaſure 
to. behold, remember, come near, or have a-, 
ny thing to do with hj/m here ? will not 
his preſence then bemalt terrivle to thoſe, 
to whom his memory is no way delightful 
now. ? Am l troubled for negleCt of other 
duties, an] not of this, when Chriits Irers 
at the laſt day are .made up of /ias of Omi/- 
fron? -Darel pick and cauſe, - when whoſo- 


ever ſhall keep the whole Law, yetoffend in . 


one Point,is guilty of all? _ © 
Thzs. \ Not to chmb a. Croſs, or nader- 
| "OY E 


y 7 
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ES. Frequent Celebration; 
| £0 a bitter Paſſion for thy ſake ; I ſhould 


not think much to ds that, who haſt done | 


ſo much for me. Not to be had to a Scaf- 
fold, but to come to thy Table; not ro go 


to Slaughter, but a Fealt; nor to Bleed or | 


Burn, but to eat and drink 5 and that not 
Bread of Ajflition , or Water of Adverſny, 
which flags the Spirit z but /ach Bread and 
Wine, as confirms and comforts my heart : 
Not a Mourners Bread, Tears; or a Mar- 
_ t3rs Cup, Blood; but.a Saviour's fare, bleſ- 
fed Wine and Ryead, yea, m them (what 
both is /and makes olelled) his Body and 
Blood, meat ard'drink, Bread of Life and 
Well of Life, that both joys my Heart , 
_ ard faves my Soul. © Didft hou on the Croſs 

drink Vinegar, (made infinitely more tare 
by my fios ) for me ; and ſhall not I ar iby 
Table. drink Wine for my ſelf, made jn- 
finitely ſweeter with the Blood it conveys ? 
Diaft. rhou drink a Cup of Wrath, and ſhall 
' not I drink the Cup of Bleſſing ? Eat vhe 
Bread of Afﬀiction,. ard fhali not I eat the 
Bread of Life ? Suffer thy Paſſizn, and ſhall 
rot 1 enjoy it? Didſt thon fretch out thy 
hand; on the Croſs, and ſhall mine be wj- 
thered and ſhrunk toward thy -. Table ? 


tad} thon bid me do ſome grear thing for 


procuring ſo great a good, that there had 
b:zen no diſproportion between the ſervice 
and 
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Frequent Cel:bration. * 7 

and reward, ſhould I not have endea- 
voured to do it? How much more when 
thou biddeſt me Eat and live? | am: not 
ſaved but by thy Body , 1 ſhall be damned | 
without thy Blood: Didſt thou offer them 
for meon the Croſs, and (hall l not take the 
Pledge from thee at thy Supper ? Didſt thou 
gize me a Title to them, and ſhall L bar my 
ſelf of Poſſeſſion ? rob my ſelf of thy Mercy, 
and my Right';z of no leſs than the price of 
my Redemption? Dolt thou give me the pur- 
chace in thy Blood,and fhall Ideny my ſelf the 
Seal in thy Church? Dare I be guilty of ſo 
great a Robbery and Revcllion, as to violate 
thy Will and Scal? to rejzxt at once thy 
Bread and Cup againſt thy expreſs Wl! and 
Teſtament ? to take the Bread and Cup out. . 
of my own hand, and the Scepter out of 
thine? to deprive my Soul of thy Body 
and Blood, and thee of thy Authovity ? by 
thy Grace I will never bur obſerve as thou 
appoirteſt : If r#7s be thy command, O. Sa- 


'viour, I ama Rebel as much to my good, as. 


thy Law, a wicked Rb if | do not 1145. 

Tn Remembrance.) | bluſh, Lord, to ſee I 
need thy memento, Havye I a roomtor the 
traſh of the World, and none for thee ? 
memory for what I liſt, and none for what 


" ſhould? O thou that hat ſo done thy mar- 


vellous Works, that they ought to. be had -- 


mn -3 


Gt 9% 4 266 wk T 
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" 8 **© - Frequent Celebration.” 


- - Ineverlaſting remembrance ; whoſe 2aze.zs Maj 
_ wonderful, and all thy works as thy-name, | 
- -and this above all thy :Works, can 1l:ever 
forget thee? can I forget my ſelf ſo. much, 
that breaths not a moment. on £arth ,. ar 
out. of Hell. without thee ?.If 1 forget thee, 
O. Saviour, let my. tongue cleave to the 
roof of my. Mouth ;; If I remember got 
thee, let my right hand forget: her cun- 
- Ning. Sure that harp had. never known the 
tune of joy.,- nor. Hand to do with Harp, 
 hadſtnot thou put a World, all ont, in or- 
* der again, and ſet: all in tune.. ' And is that 
all, when [| owea thouſand lives unto thee, 
to require not iny Body, but ray Mind ?. to 
ſay, Kemember, not to Die tor me, but thar 
my Memory ate not in thee? O- thou lo- 
ving, and blefſedabove all Beloveds, - when 
thy Paſſion. is. engraven by thine own hand 
'tn an Holy Myſtery for my mind to wear, 
ſhall not; i keep this Memorial ? thall notl 
wear thy Ring, who-am ſaready to wear 
a Death's-head to preſerve alive the memo» 
- Ty of a dead Friend? O that I may ever 
| keep this Manna that came dawn from Hea- | 
ven, not in: a dull, barren, barely contem- - 
plative-, but humble, active , precious 
memory , Which moves all good affections 
F tothe, and promotes all. good abilities 
t- for thee. Such a memory will mind, and do } 
| all - 


YA 


Frequent Celebration. 9 
$1! Duty; admire and love thee 3 obey, 
&:dure, do, and ſufter for thee ; eſtabliſh 
2th, excite. Repentance, inflame Love, 
nzintain Conſtancy. I cannot 'but repent, 
elieve, and loveto the End, if thou be in 
my mind : If I fail payment of any Duty 
to thee or man, it is becauſe 7 do not remem- 
Wer thee. ; - 

Of me.] Of my Death, and your Redemp- 
jon by ir. This Sacrament then is a: Srartre 
Cerected to the eternal memory of thy. Faf- * 
Eo ; ſo oft as I negleftit, what do I but: 

ulldown this Pyramid of everlaſting date, 

etup in the Church for a ſolemn memorial 
of thy death; and bury thee, and thy Me- 
Jrits, as the Jews did thy, Body , but.in a 
 Fworſer Grave, not in a Garden, but Defarr, 
fa Grave of Oblivion? Wretch am I, that 
Jhave need of ſuch an help to my Memory, 
gand ſpur tomy Duty, as both a Command 
Fand a Sacrament z it caſts reproach-on me, 
$0 Saviour, that thou ſhouldſt give thy Body 
for ze, and I ſcarce give my.mind to thee ; 
Jtiat I ſhonld have ſo great a room. in thy 
J-ecarr, ard thou ſo hardly get any in mine ; 
that thou ſhouldſt be more ready to bleed 
For me, than | to think of thee !! Dear e- 
Fſvs, thou didſt empry all thy Veins for me, 
Iſball not I find a veſſel to preſerve thy pre- 
2c1045 Blood? Do I not ſpid what thou (ſhed, 
J | ; 


Xo Frequent Celebration. 


if Het it run ont of my memory ? yet art} 


thou put to it, to find me both blood and | 


mina; and when thon haſt done all that, 
out of remembrance of me, (leſt it ſhould be 


forgotten) ordain'(t a SanCtion and a Sacra-| 


ment, ſaying, Do this in Remembrance of me, 
Bat more wretch 1, if I do not /o do, for 
Lord, if I do thee »0zour doſt thou not do 


me favorr forit? If.I givethee glory, is it| 


more my Duty than Felicity to do it? if it 


| be thy Sacrament, is it. not my Brnefit? Re-| 
| ceiveI not great Honour init? Reap I not} 
great Benefits by it? conveys it not the' 


Blood Royal of Heaven into me? AmlI not 


related to Chriſt, Heir of Heaven, by Vir-! 
| tue of that Blood? Is not the God-head; 
bodily in him? His Body myſtically in 
me ? and I nearallyed to God by.-the Com:-| 
munion of that Body? And can he want | 
Demeans, that is ſach a Prince? Is not the! 
Earth thy gift, and Heaven in thy power ? | 
O thou Son and Heir of all! And have 1} 
.not thy Spirit, thy Fleſh-a pledge for all, 
the Conveyance Sealed in thy Blood, and? 
thy Merits made over and aſſured in thy 3 
Body ?. O Lord, I am ſo mnch concerned 
- 1n Honour and Intereſt to do what thou? 
commandeſt, that if I confider my ſelf, 19 
ſhall do it to thy memory, in remembrance} 


of me, as well as thee. 


Wherever } 


rt | 


1d 
2 
Je 


a- þ 


A 
Ir 
9 


it | 


If 


*D way fd fri 'y hd y3 wy */ CD 


wlll? 7 


Frequent Celebration. 11 


| Wherever God hath beſtowed a viral 
Principle (Faith whereby the Juſt live) he 
affords nouriſhment to ſuſtain it 3. and an in- 
clination, and attractive facuity towards It : 
Chriſt crucified is, as the cauſe of our new 
birth, ſo the food which fuſtains and pre- 
ſerves us in itz unto whoſe Body and Blood 
there wuſt needs be as proportionable an 
appetite in a new Chriſtian, as to Milk in an 
Infant, has being more nouriſhable than 


8 Milk, and Faith more vital to defire it than 
| Nature. Oh! 1 know not what (grace 
& and comfort ) I haveloſt, that others have 


found in the Conſcientions uſe of this Sa- 


3 crament! If there beany thing in the live- 
£ ly diſcoveries of the evil and deſert of fin, 
] the wrath and love of God, the conſolati- 
"#4 ons of the Goſpel by frequenting it, might 
7 1f not have been much better with me in my 
q Spiritual condition ? is not cbis great Hy- 
* pocriſy. and Diſſimlation, to complain of the 
3 hardneſs of. my heart, and not apply the 
3 Blood of Chriſt to ſoften itz of the preva- 
4 lency of corruption, and -not bring them 
3 to his Croſs to ſubdue them ? of my ti- 
4 morons ſpirit , and not come where God 
2 ſecures me, and gives evidence for the dif 
3 charge of his Covenant and Promiſe ? that 
3 God is departing, when I ſtand at a di- 
q ſtance, -and will not come nigh him? is 


withdrawn 


Tz . S#requent Celebration: 
withdrawn from my ſoul, when I with- 
draw from my duty ? that I am a ſtranger 
to Spiritual Joy, when I-will not come to 
draw water out of the: wells of Salvation? } 
of the weakneſs of grace, and not- uſe all 
-means of ſtrengthening it ?-can I refuſe my Yo! 
food, yet be nouriſhed ?* grow in Grace, cl 
and neglect the means? not grow, and be Rat 
guiltleſs? live in a known {in, by -negle- © re 
cting a plain commanded Duty, and ex. BF 
pect the rewards of obedience ? may not Þ c 
partial obedience to Gads Commands, well  n 
increaſe my doubts of his favour ? Is not RY 
this to. ſlight and diſeſteem a firm convey- Ft: 
ance of all Chriſt's purchaſed benefits, here Yt 
offered-and aſſured to Believers ? and then I 
think not much (O. my Soul) if. thou-go | 
Without them for ever, who art alſo ſo } 
unwilling to bind thy ſelf to thankfulneſs | 
and obedience for- them. Afdeals which are | 
. for nouriſhment muſt be often, tis not told | 
me bow often | ſhould eat or. drink; the | 
ſenſe and feeling of: the wants of my food | 
direfts me to:and makes me do it often. 
Am I-not apt to grow. dull,. lake-warr, | 
cold to, and.in Duty.?: to contract Gullr, | 
blot my: evidences, - diſturb. my peace, | 
to. forget him and- his matchleſs love ?. Is ? 
he ſo much in my. ſerious thoughts as he-Ge- | 
+ ſerves?- IS it. enough to have —_— | 
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2 like opportunity ?- was it poſlible for me 
1:0 meet with God, to taſte the ſweetneſs, 
| the falneſs of Chriſt, to experience th2 
4 reachings forth of my love and deſires, 
the pleaſures of aCting Grace, and not long 


4 Frequent Celebration. --"j Þ 
al thoughts :of him? Do 1 not complain” *? 
that | love; and-think of him no more, can 
zpply bim-no. better, have ſo little of him, 
am 1{o inſenſible of his kindeſs and affeftion 


Sro his Members ?. Is. it not a {in and ſhame 
$1 no more ſolemnly dwell in meditation up- 


on him, am no more in praliing of, inrejoy- 
cing in him? Do I not often need ſo great 


Yan help to ſoften my heart, to. renew my 
J repentance, to ſtrengthen and confirm my 


Faith, and Hope, and Reſolations; to in- 


8 creaſe and inflame my Love, and thankful- 


T neſs, to fix my -thonghts more ſolemnly 


& vpon him, to apply him, to get and main- 
JI tain more intimate Communion with him, 
Yto knit my Soul clgſer to him and his 
I Members ? ls ir not a fad fign I perform 


Sno Duties, as, and to thoſe ends 1 ought, 
but out of cuſtom, without expecting, 
£ therefore without finding any great Advan- 


F tage from them? 


Are the Conſolations of 


3 God ſmall unto me? Is it not a fign when 
$1 was there I miſſed of the benefit ? Have 1 


I not cauſeto repent of my former Recetving, 


3 when it left not earneſt breathings for the 
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for another meeting ; by thy Grace, I will 


therefore communicate witna more Deyo- 


tion , repent with greater contrition, 5 
walk with more caution, pray more ear- | 


neſtly, receive with more reverence, and 


I doubt not but I ſhall find my Aﬀections | 
increaſe together with the. Spiritual be- | 
nefit. The frequent ſolemn exerci/e of our | 
- graces mult needs diſpoſe ſtrongly to Z#a- | 
bitual ones 5, and hugely. promote the Tre. | 
reſt of Religion. It cannot be that the Sa- | 
crament be undervalued by frequent repe- | 
titions, without great unworthineſs, of the | 
perſon ,- ( ſetting light by, and loathing ! 
Spiritual Manna) and an unworthy Com- | 
munication: for he that recezves worthily, ? 
increaſes in the love of God and of Reli- ; 
gion, and the fires of the Altar are apt to } 
kindle into a flame, and when our Lord } 
enters into us, and we grow weary of him, # 
or lefs fond of his frequent entrance', znd !' 
perpetual cohabitation , *tis an infallible 3 
fign we have (orare ready to) let in his | 
Enemy ; no Secular object hath any pleaſure } 
in it long beyond the hope of it; for the 5 
poſſeſſion and enjoyment is found fo emp- | 
ty, that we grow weary of it ; but whatfo- | 
ever is Sprritual is leſs before we have 1t, | 
but in the fruition ſwells our defires, en- | 
larges the appetite, - and makes us more re- | 
Þ EY ceptive | 
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{| ceptive and forward in the Entertainment. 


Nor is it likely, they will S»fer for him, 


2 who refuſe to Baxquer with him. They 
E proclaim they have no portion in David, 


no inheritance in the Sor of God, Had we 


E any love for him,” we ſhould begin early 


- | toadornour ſelves, and be {till breathing 
" & for the enjoyment of him. As the Jewsjb 
- | Dofor, who put on his beſt Habit on Fri- 


|| day in the afternoon, and fate longing for 


* F the Seting Sun (the time when the” Fewſh 
" | Sabbath began) ſaying ver; ſporſa, come 
* | my Spoule, for fo he called that Sacred ay. 


1 The Arcicnts were wont to long for the 
1 Communion as the Child for the Mothers 
1 Breaſts. | | | 


Oh the qualms of undeſirous Communicants 


{ ſhould juſtly ſtir up the Fairhful to loath the 
3 ſame in themſelves. | 


Habitual P reparation. 


; T= Death of Chriſt, in regard of his 


intent, was a Sacrifice to God, but of 


| the Jews the greateſt cruelty and murder. 


When a prophane perſon comes, he ſheds 
the Blood of Chriſt, which a Believer re- 


1 ceives; and by Faith feeding on it, orap- 


- ] plying it to himſelf, being one with Chriſt, 


' ] by virtue ofthat Union he hath intere# in 


him 
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himwhohath made as great SatisfaCtion to 
God, as if himſelf had ſuffered to Eterni- 


ty. This new Wine muſt not be put into] 


| anold Veſſel; elſe the Wine will be ſpilt, 
and the Veſſel periſh. Righteonſneſs and 


Unrighteouſneſs, Light and Darknefs, | 
Chriſt and Belial , cannot dwell topether. | 
Feet that 'walk in filthy paths are not to | 


tread his holy place; nor a heart full 


_ of Rancor, Hatred , Uncharitableneſs, to | 
fit down at this Feaſt of Love ; Hands dipt | 


in Blood, polluted with unlawful Gains , 
ſtained with ſpnts of the Fleſh, or ſtrethed 


out to injure him in his Members, are moſt | 
unfit to' be. reached forth ro recetve hin in i 


the Sacraments, to handle thoſe holy My- Y. | 
ſteries: 'Thoſe'Z ceth that grind the tace of | 


the poor, to eat the bread of Angels: The | 


Auth that is-full of rotten corrupt Com- 


municarion, evil ſpeaking, reviling, or that | 
thirſts after the blood of our Neighbour, | 
to drink the blood of Chriſt: Eyes gazing | 
_ onvanity, to look on Feſus. Oh, how pure 
ought | to keep thoſe 4d9ors of my Soul, ar | 
which the King of Glory ſo often enters ? | 


Shall I kiſs his hand with filthy Lips? pur 
hallowed Bread and W ine into a noiſom {ink 


of ſins ? go tothat Table as Swine to their | 

Troughsin my pollution? raviſh;contemn | 

' the; Grace and Mercy of God? tear him a- | 
7 ns LO: {und -r. | 
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Habitual Preparation. _.1y- 
ſander from the conditions he hath annexed 
to them ? He will not be one with a Har- 
lot-, nor ſeen with the ſame eyes. His 
Body never ſaw Corruption , nor will be 
mixed wit it: It lay in a Virgin Womb, 
and  Sepulchre z and ſtil}: refides. only in 
Firgin Souls, Devoted , Conſecrated , ſet 
apart to his Uſe and Service. His Glorifi- 
ed Body is no more capable of: diſhonour, 
nor will enter .znto an earthly Sonl. Un- 
ctean Birds receive nothing but the Carcafe 
of the Ordinance 3 the Bread without the 
Body, the Wine without the Blood; both 
without the Bleſſing ; the Element , but not 
the Sacrament : ſuch are guilty of his Bo- 
dy and Blood, for reaching out their hands 


J with purpoſe to receive - him . into pollu- 


ted Souls, though he withdraw himſett that 
they-cannot partake of him:. They arſgrace 
their Prince by ſhewing 7 to his Sratue 'e- 
rected for his Honour and Renx mbrance 3 
are guilty of Treaſon by offering indigniry 
to his Seal and: Picture 3. diſhonour done to 
the Image and Repreſentation, reflefts upon 
the Or: iginal,, he 1s Perſonally in Heaven, and 
Will be no where! Sprrituztly bur .. In. the 
Heavenly part of -man ' be finds no-reft"in a 
heart full of vain, vicious 19gnts; it ſtinks 
like the . Lake of Sodom; he retires thence 


| vexed with tae- unclean converfatian of the 


B impure 
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impure; Inhabitants. When he approaches 
.to a Soul, and finds it a Cage of onclean 
- Birds, he flies with the wings of a Dove to 
cleaner and whiter Habitations. Burt if 
weavoid, hate, and have no fondneſs of af- 
feCtion for them 3; and with complacency 
-entertain' the contrary ; then Chriſt hath | 
waſhed our feet, and then he invites ns to | 
.his Supper: The wnavoidable Infirmities of | 
our lives, againſt which we daily ftrive, | 
andfor which we never have any kindneſs 
Nor affection , are. not ſpots in theſe Feaſts | 
of Charity , *bot inſtraments of Hamility, | 
and ftronger invitations to come to Rights 
ordained for corroboratives againſt infir- } 
mities, and for growth-in the inner man. ' 
Bur remznent-affeCtion to any- ſin, enmity | 
-with Neighbours, ſecular avocations to | 
the height of care and trouble., excuſe nor, | 
-but- increaſe mens fin , and ſecure their mi- 
ſery. *Tis juſt they graze with goars, that |} 
refuſe to waih their hands , that they may j 
come to the Supper of the Lamb. The ex- | 
cuſes wherewith moſt palliate their neg- 
letts of waiting wpon our Lord , and ac- 

<eptang his kindneſs , all grow vpon this þ 
"bitter root of an-unboly careleſs life , loving | 
#he World, and the Lifts thereaf : The on] y | 
oulon is , they have a mind to live as } 
es 0 him , and NOT LO be his m-_ | 


« 


, 
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our Board, by Temperance, haute, 


Flabitudl Preparation. 19 
hold Servants, "and dome#ticks ;, for then they 


' might always come -nnto him. They think 


they-muſt not-come /o oft , becauſe to pre- 
pare. themſelyes coſts them ſo much time; 
but would they fpare | ſo mich: as to lead a 
huly: Life , and be at ſo much trouble as to 
pleaſe Godin other things , they would not 
find-it fo laborious to pleaſe him in zz. 
Kept" they always the fear of God in their 


Souls, they would without much patns be 


Ait-to approach with- Fear and Reverence 
into his Preſence z would they fear to 
to what God "bath foz#1agen-, they wonld 
not' fear to-do - what: he' hath 'Commanded : 
but while they refuſe ro-obey him 1a many 
things , no wonder they do in this one. 
*Relzgion concerns not our actors only , but 
the frame and diſpojirion of our hearts and 


:44inds'; and the fame ' habitual Graces are to 


'be daily exerciſea;, though invlower mea- 


cure and degree. Every 4ay'18' tobe Loly 


to. the Lord, thongh every: aCtion'in the 
day be not equally boly, When we la- 


bour conſcientiouſly - to. fand to'our” firft 


Promſe and Covenant:, 'all- the” actions of 
our: lives' become 'baly*, Ah FH6"ve #62 buy 
in.our:Ship ,' by Dilizence ard Julie” 4 


" 


and Charity -; Avoid by” anterocent;. 
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Prayer , and Meditation 5 yea, Prudence, | 
and the ends of health and cheartulneſs , 
will make our ſkeps and reereations holy:, and ' 
- Not to be reckoned among paFimes, - but 
the neceſlary ſeaſons of "doing little or 
Nothing , that afrerwards-we may be wor- 
thily| imployed. A Chriſtian behaves _ 
ſelf not:for ſuch a {ct number of days, as | 
if ſo mch time were to be ipent in Holineſs ; 
- and ſo much in oppoſition toit; but as if |} 
he acconnted his whole life an . opportu- 
nity of ſerving God; and of.cleanting hin- 
{lf fromall that filthineſs, which will, not | 


let him ſee his face. | He receives daily. what | 


. daily profits , and fo lives that he may daily | 
receive it. | 4. holy life is a perpetual Sacrt- | 
fice, and be that ſo lives, keeps his heart as | 
an Holy Altar, always warm and glowing 
within, him 3 he. offers up - daily ſuch | 
Sacrifices /as-are-acce; table-to- God, and |} 
prepare him. for. a due commemoration of | 
This great: Sacrifice :' a conſtant abſtinence | 
from all forbidden things, and care to per- 
form ſuch duties as maintain a lively ſenſe {| 
of Godin our Souls ,. would make us vehe- | 
mently hunger after. this Heavenly Food. | 
A circumſpetl life makes us both - fit and: de- | 
ſirous to converſe with God- every day ; | 
good Aftions beget in us greater longings | 
afterGrace,and £904 deſires rnakes us ſtill do | 
; well, 


Habitual Preparation, . YY 
well , ont of hope to' have more Grace: 
| When a good man lifts 'vp his heart to 
Go4, he. draws down God into hisSoul, 
that he may work with his hands that 
which is £00d in his - 3-zployment, 1n which 
he is not fo buſic that his harzs ſhould grow 
fo foul, or heavy by it , 'as ro.be unwilling 
or unfit to lift. chem up again to God, Such: 
d Combination is there between all that God 
requires to make. them eaſfie and familiar, 
pleafant and deſirable , and our obedience 
' Impartial and univerſal. A holy. behaviour 
in our Calling , Converſes, and uſe of the 
Creature, diſpoſes us to. As of immediate 
Worſhip, that requites and returns the kind- 
neſs by diſpoſing and fitting us for an holy de- 
portment for the fiiturs ; which is it ſelf an 
invitation -of .God'to our Souls 3 much 
more when 'ſeconded: with the attraftives 
of holy Prayers and Afﬀettionate acfires. Fhe 
fweetneſs of ſuch converſes with God, and _ 
the —_—_ his Grace conſequent upon! . | 
our hearty defires, engages and enables us. 
to an holy converſation,” which brings us; 
(from-familiarity with the/Devil ): to fel- 
lowſhip with God ,” the happineſs of which! 
is ſ6 great, that it excites us to.do all we 
can to 'maintain and prevent our being 
tempted from jt. "Good Hearts daily morti-' 
bed , and ſtrictly watched over ,-like 'dry. 
| | B 3 * wood, 
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wood, with one-'blaſt- kindle the-flime'of 
Love, ſtir up the Grace of God in them 3 
While thoſe ſoaking in the World, like 
green ſticks , all Endeavours fcarce obtain 
any Divine-Heat. Oh 1: would I every day. 
Prepare for the day, of Dexth ; or (which 
is of a like conſideration) the day of Com- 
munion , { nothing leſs will fit me to Com» 
municate: than. to depart hence; ) ſet my. 
ſelf 1n- Order, Meditate 'often-every day on 
Chriſt's firſt and fecond Coming z. not ſtay 
a minute, hut inſtatitly. grieve -for, ſerere-. 
ly condemn my ſelf, and renew my reſoluti- 
on to amend all ,-and pray for particular 
- ſtrength againſt whatſoever | have obſerved 
amils : would 1 conſider where I falkofteſt, 
from; what Principle this. default comes, 
what are the deſt Remedies), xn pais: on 
\ .to a real and vigorous uit-of them Did 
F reſolve to have God frequently. ln-my 
thoughts , to bring it to pals to have fo 
great adread and reverence of him : that L 
may he more really aſhamed, troubled, cons 
founded, to fin-in. his preſence and obſerva- 
tibn 5 than of 'the ſevereſt mans; 'and: to 
have a perpetual intercourſe and converſe 
with him : Or would I aQuually attend to 
what I do, and conſider every ation, and 
ſpeak. ſo" little that 1 might-conſider '1t 3, [ 

ſhonld find that pon the'day. of Communi-. 


on 
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07-1 ſhould have nothing todo, but toreviv e 
my Graces by Prayer, Praiſes, and the exer- 
cue of Devotion. 


Actual Preparation. 


Olineſs 18 our Profeſſon;. and all the 
E time after one Communion is the time 
of - preparation for the zexr; ayd every Re- 
ceiving, a repeated Conſpiracy agatnit the 1n- 
tere(t of t1e-Devil.; He that isalways:well 
veſted ; will deck and trim againit a Wed- 
ding-day-; 3--Waſe Virgins go torth to mect - 


_bim, having Oil in their Veſſels, and their * 


PS burning ; but when they hear, hs 
degroom's coming , they ariſe and fall a- 

freſh to trimming their Lamps.,:-to ſaufF 
- them ſtir up the fire , and apply:the Oikt 
J\ tw make them burn brighter and clearer; 
| Nbw. another: repaſt approaches , 1 muſt 
deny my {li lawful things ſequeſter from 
my ordinary buſineſs. abKain from the 
moſt lawful enjoyment, and chaſteſ# em- 
braces ,. that I may. give my ſelf unto Prayer, 
and more fully knaw the ſare of my Soul 5 
with a greater 4ntention and ardency of 
Spirit, examine my. ſelf , even about the cold- 
neſs of my Prayers; my weglcets in the _dai- 
ly review of my ſelf ;. ae /wmaiveſs of my 
forraws the weakneſs. ot=ty ſervices, my 
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_ dally neglects , ignorances , and unavoida- 
ble infirmities, as to God, my ſelf, Rela- 
tiops, and others ; in aneſpecial manner , 
any failing ſince the laſt Communion, If 
there be but a little paſſion, araſh word, a 
vain thought, &c, and beſides my ſorrow, 
and atflicting my ſelf, for hatred ard amend- 
ment of it, juſt after its commiſſion ; I am 
- Row to bewall it over again ,-to call my 
ſelf to a ſtrict acconnt for it; to drown it 
in another flood of tears., more firmly to 
frengthen my reſolutions againſt it , and 
Prepare it to receive another Wound , a 
mortal ſtroke from the Wounds of Je- 
{us, that it may never live more; to be 


more deeply -apprevtenfiveot the evil of fin, 


more fſorrowtully *bewalil it , more ratio- 
- nally reſolve againit it, open a greatcr 
vent and paſlage for my tears : affect ny 
heart more deeply with my needs, and the 
certainty of ſupply , and ſo raiſe my ſelf 
to a greater height of humility , defire and 
confidence 3 to excite my appetite and 
more lively apprehenſions, and vigorous 
affections, rouze my thoughts and medita- 
tions to a greater fervour ; more ſolemn- 


ly to recolleCt what I have learned; to ſtir - 1 


up my remembrance, and renew a ſenſe of 
. my'wants and weakneſles z to 1mprint_ tne 

ezas of the 1n$titmtion more firmly in-my 
'y memory 3 
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Adtnal Preparation. 25: 
memory; to confider what Acts are moſt 
proper when | ſhall be at his Table; to 
{tir-up thoſe affections before-hand , | which 
will prepare -a more lively expreſſion of 
them when1 come' there. - Io renew Acts 
of Charity and Forgiveneſs, paſs by all in-; 
juries and offences. ,: be reconciled perfect- 
ly to my Brethren 3 and to take care there. 
be not the leait-grudge , or ſpars of anger 
Lhati:lies buried in my Soul ungqnenched; all 
paſſions haſh'd ard laid”, the. Soul ſmooth, 
fair: ,, and-,noF-:4 ;Wwrinkle upon . its brow. 
More ftriftly and;fokmaly to ſearch, pu- 
rifie, cleanſe , and caſt out all the leaven 
to pray with greater. appetite, praiſe his 
Name wihia more: delighttul. relith.. To; 
diſtaſte all other things, to disburthen. my 
ſelf, to lay. -afide every- welght , and the 
{in that ſo eaſily beſets me ,. to ger as near: 
Beaven as poflible z to render my mind 
more ſenſible of God , and more kt to re-- 
ceive a deeper .imprefiton from his hand. 
Fo excite the itrongelt Atts of Faith, the: 
vehtmenteit flames of love and loogings. 
after Chriſt and his. bleſſings. ( whick pre-, 
pares-for the injoyment.) Holy delires, joy: 
and thankfulneſs at the approach of tro-vict- 
ſed an opportunity. To renew my reſoluti- 
ons and vows.of holy obedience, to mortt- - 
fie my leffer. irregularities , and to bind the 
B 5 cLligatiogs 
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' obligations faſter that «re upon my Soul. 
To have a lively ſenſe of the ends for | 
which I go; in what eſtate my Graces ſtand; *Þ 
what l'am to ask., and for what T ought | 
to plead the Blood- of Chriſt z voluntarily | 
to' offer more of my "time and thoughts to 
Religious Exerciſes, and to'do that over | 
again with a greater fervour, which 1 have F' 
been doing ſince the laſt Communion. To 
recover my ſelf to the ſame;or rather high- } 
er degrees of Zeal, :Fervor;and ſublime Ad-. | 
mirations ; 'to.apparel; trim, and dreisup : 
_ my 'mind' with braver Notions, and brighter ' 
Ornaments. To get my manners,carriage, ' 
and behaviour rightly formed , and hand- | 
jomely compoſed for 'this Feaſt with the 
great King. © th UE | 
-*'He that nnderftands the excellency and 
| Folinefs of the 2HFery-, the Glory of the 
Gueſt, the infinite berefir then deſigned, and 2? 
the increaſe of degrees by the exerciſe of | 
thoſe previous Acts of Holineſs; the manner '! 
fo contrary , as worthy and anworthy z the || 
efe of the Ordinance fo much depending |! 
on the manner of receiving ; the advantage- | 
' | Tio great of Communion with ChriſPs Bo- | 
dy ; the danger no leſs than Dammation ;, | 
that it will ſer one forward, and contribute { 
very much to an happy, or anumhappy E= | 
ternity (a man cannot at all be ſuppoted in- | 
OY BOK En 
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any ſtate wherein this thing will be indiffe-' 
rent to him) will not be-inquiſitive, .into the. 
juſt meaſure , but do it heartily , devoutly, 

reverently, and as much as he can, put him-- 
felf into a meet diſpolition to be ſo famili- 

ar With God. | hg 


Solemn Sequeſtrat ion. 


A Fourney, 1, e. an” unfixed Heart, undifſ- 
. Charged of worldly thoughts, travel-- 
ling up and down, a-far off , «nfs as well as 
a dead Boay, 4.e. grols ins , for eating this 
Paſs-over. Earthly thoughts in the Temple, 
if not driven away ,betore , will be peſt- 
rjng, troubling me , and corrupt the. Sacri- 
fice. if 1 yo witha looſe , ungirt Spirit, I 
cannot inſtantly entertain my Lord 3 his 
work mult ſtay tilt I am ready ; I mult te 
£irding when I ſhould be workzzg , or do it 
awkardly, Bot with dexterity and activity: 
Ler your lo ns therefore be girt , and you your 
ſelves like men that wait for their Lord, that 
when he comes and knocks , you niay open to bim 
trameatatcly, It concerns me now to put my 
ſelf into that order and ffate of good things, 
as if to morrow I were-to «ic; to ſuppoſe 
my ſelf feated before God's Tribunal, arid 
to fee whether | can reaſonably hope my 
State is changed, my-Sins perdonea,and mar 

5 - b tified 5 
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tified; to conſider, that unleſs 1 dare «te 
that. day, if God ſhould call me, there is 
little reaſon I ſhould dare. to receive the Sa- 
crament of Life z or Miniſter of Death. If 
be miſtaken about the truth of Grace 
now , I am undone for ever , without true 
Repentance : > by my unworthy going , I 
bind the guilt of all my other ſins-upon my 
Soul, and add this toall the reſt, guilrine/s 
of the Blood of Chriſt, He that Communicares 
_ n#0#thily, is juſtified from his fins z and to. 
him death can have no ſting, to whom the 
Sacrament brings tfe and healch, And if 1 
jadge Righteous Judgement, 1 ſhall ſoon find 
where it. pinches moſt yvhat makes me moſt 
afraid , what moſt criminal and leaſt mor- 
tified 3 ſo; ſhall I learn to make provition 
ACCO: dingly. Enter then my Soul into my 
Chamber, ſolemnly ſequeſter thy ſelf from 
all other avocations , that we may Attend 
upon the Lord , withour diſtraction, Shur 
up, fet a Watch at. the gate of thy heart ; 
let it not-be open fill that ſolemn day be 0- 
ver; it other thoughts be hankering , and 
hanging about for entrance , teſtifie againſt 
them, rebuke and threaten them, let thy 
Spirit in an holy indignation riſeup againit 
them 3 the only means that from that time 
forth they come no more in ſuc a ſeaſon, 
Farewel my Wife and Children , Friends , 
and 


Solemn Sequeſtration. 


earthly Paſſions, and Aﬀections : 


2» 
and ſecular concerns; abide you here at 


the foot of the mount 5 be huſh'd and laid, 
deadned, and mortified, all irregular 


I have 


W ſomething elſe todo, you are a clog unto 
my Soul z tread not, nor whiſper in- this 
ſolemn place, where isno room but for God 
alone; trouble me not , the door 1s ſhut, 
| am about a great Work, I will not,cannot 


open tO you. , 


And Oh ! thou that lookeſt from Hea- 
ven, that faſhioneſt the hearts of men, ard 
conlidereſt all their works, enlighten, en- 
liven, and convince me 3 affect, affiſt, and 
proſper me; own, accept, and bleſs me z 
call in, and reſtrain the looſeneſs and wan- 
drings of my thoughts. Fix, unite, and fill 
8 my heart with an awe, a dreat, and reye- 
K rence of theez with ſuitable thoughts, ap- 
prehenſions, and meditations to the preſegt 
occaſion; and let my meditations be atten- 
ded with ſuitable affeCctions-z Let all fleſh be 
flent before thee; let thy Spirit.re{t upon 
me z let this ſeaſon be improved ſzcerely, 
8 and wproghtly, with my whole Soul, heart,and. 
| ſtrength ; to thy praiſe, and my great. ad- 
vantage at thy Table, and in the day when 
thou ſhalr judge the ſecret of mens hearts by 


Jeius Chrilt, 


Stri 
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"-Am about to ſit at the Lord's Table, a- 
2 mong his own Children, I know before- 


hand, the King (attended. with his glori- 
ous Angels) will come in to ſee his Gueſts , 


Chriſt's Garment covers only Chriſt's Mem- | 
bers; he is too ju to be bribed , too great 
to be ſlighted , too wiſe to be deceived, too: | 


jealous to be provoked 5 too: good to be for- 
feited. Oh ! what ſolemn proviſion ſhall l 
make for ſo Sacrcd a Preſence, but a /erious 
dil;gent, deep inquiry into, with a full and aw- 
ful diſcuſſion of the particular preſent Eſtate of 
me Soul; whether | be ſuch as may be af 
ſured he will bid me welcome 3 being recon- 
ciled- to him, and endued with thoſe wal 
qualifications which prediſpoſe me for an Or - 
dmnance that fuppoſes me within the Covenant 
it Seals, and to have Spiritual Life it ſuſtains 
and-nouriſhes, by conveying that true food 
of life, Chrift Crucified, 1 muſt be bo-# be- 
fore 1 can eat ; | Vncireumctſed Perſons were 
not” to ext the: Paſs-over. The imwards of 


Ordinances are oniy enjoyed by them that | 
are inwardly Chriſtians, Thoſe only that | 
bring true Graces , receive real Comforts | 


we take Chriſt , and then eat hi; none: find 
any nouriſhment, reli, or ſweetneſs in his 
ring Blood, 


$1rift Examination. 3L 
Blood , but thoſe who have received him, 
and ſo have a Propriety in, a Title to him 
= the nearer the Intereſt, the greater 
weetneſs : ) He muſt be te, firſt inclaim 
- F and title, then in fruition and comfort.z no 
- & juice or ſap: from the Vine, except a branch 
nit; no Grace 15 there improved, but what 
| have along with me; 1 muſt prove my 
right tothe purchace, ere | can take poſſeſſion. 
Tis High Treaſonto annex the King's Broad 
Seal to forged Writings ; no receiving the 
| benefit without ſhewing the conditions, and- 
my intereſt in the Covenant z, that is ſealed to 
them only that come up to the terms of jt. 
Now, this is the Covenant that I will make 
with-che Honſe of 7/rael, faith | 
the Lord, 1 will pur my Law in Gd; ga 
{ 8 their inward parts, and write it in Ei goats 
- I their hearts , and will be their God , and they 
- | fhallbe my People;, and they ſhall know me from 
the leaſt unto the greateſt , and I will forgive 
tkeir iniquities, and remember their fins no more. © 
And , Oh my Soul. have lan inward right, 
an 2Ctual intereſt in this.Covenant? FB 
Ts the' Law of God. writ 'in my heart ? Legs. 
ble by others in my conver ſation, and by my 
ſelf in my Conftirurion of Soul, ſtrongly incli- 
ned, to all ſincere obedience, out of a prin- 
ciple of love to Gad , ard to glorife and en-: 
joy him: gelighting, .meditating in it day 
We end 
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and night z being/renewed according ta his 
Image,in Knowledge;Righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs. Ty iz a8 51rq9Hf7 oi 

| Have I a'Covenant-relation 10 ; ati antereſt 
in God? Am one of his- people: by: [| Fede-: 
ral profeſſion;} not aſbamed of,;but ppen- 
ly declaring -and ' avonching my ſelf to: be 
his, rejoicing, and glorying therein as my. 
great privilege and happineſs? {In all Co- 
venant-relations to God and Chriſt? } Dol 
fear,love, obey, ſubmit to,-depend- upon hin: 
for direCtion, 'proviſion, and protection? am 
EF wholly at his diſpoſe, :as my only, wile, . 
faithfn], loving, [. Father? ] Do I forfake 
all other Corrivals, and Competitors ? 
cleave only to him in-all Conjugal love;and 
faithfulneis ? Do I delignt\in, 'am Lunſa- 
tisfy'd without ' his preſence as my. [ Hus. 
band? } -Do TÞ purify and keep clean his 

. Temple? demean my felf rowards him as 
my f[.inhavitant?} Eſteem, live upon, and. 
reſt, fally contented with him as my {| Por-. 
tion? ] - Am T bis by { Federal /appro- 
priation? } J»- aft. 7 am, Body - and: 
Soul? are my Eyes: his ,, to behold bis 

- wonderful works ? my Ears, . to hear his: | 
heavenly. word? my Tafte and Smcll, to 
reliſh his ſurpaſiing ſweerneſs in-the Crea- 
tures? my Tongue, to proclaim and tri- 
umph in hz praiſe? my Hands, to work 
FLISFÞ that 
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that whichis good ? my Feer, to walk in 
his ways ? all my ſenſes and menmibers , a- 
bilities, and Faculties, inſtruments of 
Righteouſneſs? Is my underſtanding his, 
- ſto know, - and contemplate him? my 
" EE Hemory to treaſnre up, and retain his 
counſels and covenants, promiſes and- dif- 
penſations? my Conſcience, his Deputy to- 
accuſe, or excuſe nnder him? my Wilt bu, 
to will or nil in ſubordination to him? my 
grief, and hatred, 4x, to monrh for, 
abhorr, and fly every thing offenſive 
ſto him, or obſtruftive - of my de- 
lightful enjoyment-of him? my deſire, 
love, and delight hzs, tolung for, embrace, 


Thu,in all I have? Dol approve my ſelf his 
inall my relations and ſtations, inward qua- 
lifications, and endowments, outward goods 
and poſſeſſions? In alt I can door procure, un- 
acrgo and endure for him? Am 1 willing and 
ready to give my ſelfto and for him * taking 
up my Croſs daily and following him? rejoi- 
cing 1 am accounted worthy to ſuffer for his 


Name? 
W Have I a ſanitified knowledge of God ? as 
o his Eſſence, Attribute, Perſonal. diſtin- 
ions, Word, and Works? of Mar in his 
reation, Fall , Reſtauration ,\and Perfe- 
ion 3 of Chrift in his Perſon, Offices =_ E- 

ales 


acquieſce fully and contentedly in him? Am - : 


— 


FE -34 Strict Examination. | 
ſtates of the Covenant. of: Grace in its free-- | 
neſs, conditions, and benefits.? of the Lord's 
Supper, In its Nature, Ule, and Ends? And | 

15s this my Knowledge experimental ,- heart- 
purifying , and humbling, communicative, | 
growing, affeCtionate, efficacious, and obe-. 
diential ? Ns | 
. Are mine Iniquities forgiven ? Do I groan 
under themas my Ereatelt evil and heavieſt | 
burthen ? forſake them in affection and pra- 
ice ?. have 1 ſincerely confetled, bewailed, | 
loathed them, and my ſelf for them? un-. | 
feignedly ſtriving againſt, and deſiring to be 
freed- from. the filth, power, and dominion 
of ſin, as well as the guilt and-puniſhment 
of it; from a love and ſenſe of God's kind- 
neſs , and goodneſs to me ? Is my heart 
calmed and quieted through Faith in Chriſt, 
being thereby at Peace with God / Is it en- 
larged to:bleſs him for Pardon? Am I ear- 
neſt with him more and more for alſurance 
of it, for purity of heart, and eſtablihment 
in his ways? ls there in me a hearty, ſin- 
cere diſpolition, and propenſity to pardon 
the offences of others ? pitying, and lamen:| 
ting, meekly reproving, and covering their ]j 
infirmities : a-readineſs to help them , re- 
joicing in-their welfare as my own, eſpeci- 
ally the meaneſt Saint, jn_ whom is all my 
delight ? Chriſt is not to be rectivedof all 


Comers, 


| Comers, (a) nor entertain- 


: | 
$ 
I 
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ed by every Gueſt, (b) nor $3 7 = me ; 


J tonched by every hard , (Cc) (c) Mat.g:21, 


nor ford by every enqui- 22. 


g ry. (4d) He is offered in (4d) Cart. 5.6. 


the Goſpel toa#, but grves + | oe 
hinfelf here; and is received by ſuch alone 
as have, and have I, a Spiritual hunger and 


MK chir/t after him?.. (e) An 


Ear to hear him, (f) an (£2 Mer. 5- 6. : 


L Ee to ſee him, (g) A Foor (# ) Mar-13. 9. 


. ) 1 CoF. 283. 3 
to come to him,(h) A Hand (s ) der: 27-2 


to take. him , (3) Arms tO [;) 1 Cor. 11.24. 
embrace bim; (&) A Mouth (k) Cant. 3.4. 
and Taſte, to eat anddrink, = | 
reliſh and digeſt him, (2) A (7) Cane. 2. 3. 
Breaſt. to retain him, (mm) Ma* 30-26, = 
Bonels of affettion towards + (5) Eph. 3. 17. : 
him, and his Members ? -A Heare to mourn 
for my piercing of him ? to betruly thank- 
ful for, and above all to prize him ? 2G 
Are not theſe infallible Scriptaral charalters 
of Chriſt's Diſciples ? Can I appeal to God, 
and ſay , Lo:d thou knoweſt all things , thou 


"Ml kraweſt chat it is thus with me; or am 1 wit 
( ling to venture my-ctermal- condition, my laſt 


gaſp upon my preſent hopes ? Havel a ſo- 
lid ground of confidence, when I ſhall a 
pear naked before God's Bar, when the ſe- 
crets'.'of hearts ſhall--be- manifeſt: ? _— 
| tneic 


"26 - Deep Hamiliation. 


| theſe Pleas find acceptance in' that "day, 
when all the World ' muſt. be ſaved or 


damned by him.? Ohmy Soul! make no- | 


thing the foundation off thy Peace, but what 


God hath made the condirion of thy Salvation; | 


let nothing ſatisfy us now, but what will /ave 
us ther; for if our hearts condemn us, God 
is greater than- our . hearts - and knoweth 
all- things : but if our hearts condemn vs. 


not, then have we Confidence towards 


God. 
Deep Humiliation. 


pe I go for a full Diſcharge, I muſt 
) narrowly look-into the Book, of-Con fc:- 
ence, and - fee how infinitely t'-am 
mdebted - 'to- my God ; 'view my ſelf 


m the glaſs of the Law, and Goſpel: Search | 
_ my. Soul ſo tothe: bottom,. that none of my | 


wounds may feſter, but be all diſcovered 
and'cured :. confider from whence I am fal- 
len,before and. ſince the laſt Communion,and 
repent :- and Oh that I may. be ſo ſenfible of 


my: ſs and miſery, that I may be truly ap-|i 
prehenſiye of, ad thankful for infinite /ove | 


and mercy. . 


; I dare not preſume to compaſs thine 


Altar , moſt, holy Lord, before I have 
waſhed: my hands: in innocency , purified 


"> 4 Iams 
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Deep Humiliation. «0 
my heart by Repentance, and Faith in the 
blood of my Redeemer. I will now there- 


fore call ay ſins to remembrance, and ſet 
them in order before mine eyes, and remem- 


TS. ber mine own evil ways and my doings 


which have not been good, and loath my ſelf 
in wy own ſight for my iniquities, and for 
my abominations. 

Oh I am not able to reckon up or remem- 
ber my innumerable breaches of thy wolt ho» 


ly Commandments, The 


1. By not knowing , not chuſi ing thee, 
not believing ' in'-thee, '- not eſteemirg, 
adoring, loving,' deſiring, fearing, obeying 
of, trufting, - joining in, acquainting my ſelf 
with, not demeaning my 1elf towards thee, 
asGod and my God: but preferring ſin, ſelf, 
Satan, the world, any thing before thy ſelf. 


1 The 


\-- 227 By miſspprehenſ ONS, erofs conceitsof 
thee, not ſetting my whole delight in, repo» 
ling all my confidence on, expecting all my 
happineſs from, addrefling all my complaints, 
pray ers, praiſes unto r#ce 5 not worſhipping 
thee as to manner\and means agreeable tO 


q thy Word. The 


3-' By ne Er dP OY or effeCtually 


-remembring and delighting to ſpeak 'of 


thee as | have had occaſion, (to make thy 
prailc glorious) or doing it irreverently; 
dealing 


| Z3 Deep Humiliation. 


dezli:g'falfly in my, Covenant with-thee ; 
not vindicating thy-;HZonour, not grieving 


for thy Diſhonour.; wearineſs of thy com: 


mands, non-obſervance, - diſtruſt , miſap- 
plication | of thy Providences ; unthankaul. 
mefs for great Aercies ; dejettion » Impath- 
ence,under; ſmall Croſſes 3 infenſibleneſs, in- 
corrigibleneſs under Judgments and Hjflicti- 
6a5,-not- uſing thy Name, Attributes, Ordi- 
nances, Words, Works, every thing where. 
by thou mayelt be known, as 1S required, 
.1-he 

4+ By anmindialoes beforehand: to pre- 
vent. or avoid whatſoever might diſtract 
in the, Duties of. the Sabbath 3 not prepa- 
ring, my ſelf for it; needleſs. Thoughts, 
Words, Actions upon it 5, mil-{pending it 
for idleneſs and vanity 3 not performing 


piblick. and private duries of Prayer , Read-|J- 


4ngy Hearing, Examination 3: Wheittingthy 
Law, upon my ' heart and. others; contem: 
plating upon thy Word and Works with 
that care, reverence, fincerity, {piritualneſs, 
-profit, and delight, as I ought ; not calling 
the Sabbath a delight, holy of the Lord, and 
honourable. The | 


5. By not behaving my ſelf anſivendtle 


to my ſeveral Relations ;' with all dne Re- 
verence and reſpect to my Natural , Eccle- 
fiaſtical , Political Parents, in heart, word, 
| behaviour 


behaviour towards , prayer , thankſgiving 


for Superiors z covering their infirmities-1n 
love : not admoniſhing' and encouraging 
Inferiors in well doing ; not by. a: grave, 
wiſe, holy, exemplary carriage, procuring 


glory to thee , and preſerving the honour 


aad au*hotity thou haſt-put upon me; nor 
regarding the dignity .and worth of my. E- 
qualsz nor rejoicing 11 their gifts, advance- 
ment, and proſperity, as my own. «The 

6. By ſinful anger , hatred, ſecret grud- 
ges, injurious thoughts , exceſſive paſſions, 
diſtreCting cares , immoderate ule of dier, 
labour, relt , and recreation ; by reviling, 
ſaddening, provoking, grieving Speeches z 
by failing ſhort in maintaining mutual 
friendſhip, and in following peace with all 


L men ; by ſowing diſcord zmong brethren, 
g and concealing their dangers ; unprofitable 


converſation , quenching , - and ſuppreſſing 
holy ſuggeſtions ; by preferring things of 

time before Eternity ; or, by whatſoever - 
may tend, not to the health , but prejudice 
of my own , or others Soul or Body; not 
weeping with them that weep ; being ſenſe- 


$ leſs, hard-hearted , unaffected ar publick e- 


vils, and others miſeries. The _ 
_ 7. By unchaſte thoughts , purpoſes, af- 
fections, or liſtning to them ; not labou- 
ring to quench my fleſhly concupiſcence , 
Dy 
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Deep Humiliation. 


by watching over my ſenſes , heart, and 
' Waysz not . ſhunning all occaſions to, or 


acts of ancleanneſs, in or with my ſelf, or 
others : not keeping my Body and Soul from 


all filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit; but making 
my heart a cage of impure thoughts, my 
mind a ſtye of the unclean Spirit. The 


8. By unbecoming arts in Bargaining, | 


not acaling with others as I would they 
fhould with me: not endeavouring by all 
juſt means to procure, preſerve, and fur- 
ther the welfare of others as well as my own: 
By with-holding good from them to whom 
. 4t is due ſuffering Chriſt to ſtand at, and go 

away from my door pd ueker, ſuc- 
courleſs; and when the leanneſs of his cheeks 
pleaded pity,the hardneſs of my heart would 
ſhew no compaſſion, The 


9. By ſlandring, back-biting , detradt- } 
ing, reviling, harſhnefs, flattering, miſcon-þ 


FKruing, diſcouraging , ſiniſter Iztentions, 
' Words, and Ations: liltning to, and ſpread- 
ing the Faults of others ; not being chart- 
table in my thoughts and ſpeeches to them : : 
not freely acknowledging their Gifts and 


Graces 3 not readily receiving a good report, | 


buc willingly admitting an-evi ore; not 
diſcouraging tale-bearers, flatterers, flan- 
derers; - not loving, deliring, rejoicing 
Wy caring for, defending and upholding 


their. 


Deep Humiliation. a1 
their good name, not ſorrowing for ,-and 
covering their infirmitiesz; but practiſing , 
or not avoiding my ſelf, or not hindring 
what 1 can in others , ſuch things as raiſe 
jealouſies and ſuſpicions , procure an wt 
ame to my. ſelf or others. The | 

10. By ſelf-love, evil thoughts, inordi- 
nate prizing, and affefting, diſtruſtful, di- 
ſtrafting ſollicitous care and ſtudy in get- 


ting, keeping, or uling temporal things; by 


diſcontent with my own eſtate envying and 


| grieving at my Neighbours ; unlawful moti- 


ons and affeCtions to things thar are hz. 

And to theſe I have added multitudes 
of ſins. againſt the Goſpe! ; by not as I 
ought labouring to acquaint my ſelf with 
It, by Ignorance, and lighting of it, not 


T ſufficiently eſteeming, 2dmiring , and be- 
fq ing thankful for that infinite Iove in my 
F Rcedermprion; not loving. ,, rejoicing in Chriſt 


and him Crucified 3 not relying on, and 
owning of him in all his offices: not ac- 
counting all things loſs and dnng'for him ; 
hot taking. that pains I ought .,. to know 
him., and the power of his Reſurrection, 


J and-the fellowſhip of his ſifferings. ,*, and 


to be made conformadle to his death; that 
if by any means, | might attain unto the 
Reſurrefticn of rhe dead ; and be made 
perfect , as my Father.in Heaven .is Per- 
| C fect. 
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fect. Not claiming his promiſes as my he. | 
Titage , not eſteeming them the joy of my | 
heart, and as unſearchable riches, exceed- 

Ing great and precious ;. not believing , 
prizing , imbracing of, hoping, waiting 
for thz good of them , with fo much readi- 
neſs and ſtedfaſtneſs as their exce/ency and 
certainty require ; and applying them as [ 

' ought to zh and the zext Hife; being not 
careful they might .have their due effects 
on my Soul, in making me partaker of 
the, Divine Nature ; not dying daily to 
ſn ;, nor acting, and growing in grace, and 
in the knowledge of Chriſt: not thirſting 
after Righteonſneſs, and that poor, mourn- 
ful, meek, merciful, pure Spir1+ it ar ſhall 
be bleſſed ;. not confeſſing , but being a- 
ſhamed of Chriſt before men , and my re- | 
lation to himgz not denying my ſelf; and |; 
taking up my Croſs, and following. him. i j 
Not doing all things to the glory of God; 
nor rejoycing in him always. Not recci- 
ving , not doing the good, nor improving 
time, mercies, judgments , foreign pertur- 

- bations , national diſcontents and diviſions, | 
irreligious confuſions , domeſtick diſtin- | 
- Eviſhing favours, as I ought. Strangeneſs, 
niggardlineſs unto, inconſideratexeſs of the 
worth, fearleſsneſs of the loſs of my pre- 
cions Sol; caring more for the Body than | 

| it, 
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it ,. or others; not tronbled for ſuch as are 


negligent, and murderers of theirs. Not 
ſufficiently convinced of , and humbled for 
the corruption of my nature , mind, conſci- 
ence, will, affeCtions ; of the evil of ſin , 
and lying under the wrath of God ;, hiding 
excuſing, leſſening of, not making that nar- 
row ſearch after , not being grieved for 
my ſins in any proportion to their zultitude 
and greatneſs 3 as conſidering that wretched 
injuſtice , folly , and unkindneſs I have ex- - 
preſſed by them loving darkneſs , hating 
the light; receiving the grace of God in 
yain, turning it into wantonneſs z Crucify- 
ing the Son of God afreſh 5 tempring , 
grieving the Holy Spirit ;, hardly forſaking 
my beloved fin for thy ſake, who haſt free- 


4 ly given thy only Son for ze. That 
d | carefulneſs, that clearing of my ſelf, that 
. & indignation, that fear, that vehement deſire, 


that zeal, that revenge, that watchfulneſs, 
reſolving, and ſtriving againit fiv, impro- 
Ying all advantages for avoiding and fub- 
duing it: I find not that is wrought in 


S thoſe who ſor-ow after a godly-fort ;, nor 
g applying my felf with al} earneſtneſs to 


the only means of Pardon and Reconciliati- 
on in the Goſpel. | 
Time and ſtrength would fail me, to 


@ repeat how oft 1 am partaker of Family, 


C 2 National, 
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National-, Church , other men's ./ins ; by 
fetting an ill example, by provoking, con- 
Tenting to , conniving at, countermanding, | 
| a wapamg ſm , where I might correct or | 
inder itz hating my ' Brother in my heart | 
by ſuffering ſin upon him. By delightful ſo- 
tiety with eyil doers, taking pleaſure in 
that which ſhould be the cauſe of my humi- | 
liation, to ſee them pave the way to Hell | 
with their own hands; making that matter 
of ſport , which nothing but the deareſt 
Urop of the hearts blood of God could ex- 
piate 3; laughing at that which makes dam- 
ned'Souls ſhed riyers of . tears : they ſhall be 
Aanmed that have pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs. 
By not feeking the things of Chriſt as my 
own., not preferring Jeruſalem above my 
chief. joy : not having the care of the | 
Church lying upon me. My heart trem- | 
bles not for fear of the Ark ;: nor is my | 
_ Sonl vexed from day to day with their 
© ainlawful deeds among whom [I live. Oh, 
how little do 1 -1orr for the ſufferings of 
others, for the figns of God's anger, for 
the fins of the times ! 'when do go apart | 
and mourn for Erglard's crying abominati- | 
Ons, or look upon London; Ah {inful City, | 
and weep over t ? 
And, Oh the infirmities, imperfeCtions , 
mquities. of ,my +oly things 1 Oh m_ 
| much | 
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much unpreparedneſs, impenetency , unbe- 
ltief, pride, hy pocriſie, unſpiritualneſs,carth-- 
lineſs, formality, ſlightneſs, deadneſs, heart- 
leſsneſs ; diſtraction, indiipoſition, weari- 
neſs, want of reliſh, attends my attendance 
on ſo great a Majeſty. Unanſwerable walk- 
ing, reſting in the - meer ourſide of Duty, 
when I-donot enjoy Commumion with rhe in 
thein ? k 

And dare ſuch a guilty , abominable. 
finer fit down with thee at thy Table 7 
Snch a Dog, that hath fo often returned 
to his Vomit, go and take that which is ſo 
holy # Such a Swine wallowing in the mire, 
haie to do with thoſe precious Pearls , 
that have ſo often trampled them under 
my feet ; either carelefly neglteCting , or. 
unworthily receiving thoſe holy Myſteries; 
rather defying than adoring thee , by 
bringing ſuch troops of my Saviour's pro- 
feſled Enemies (unrepented fins) along with 
me ; aSif I came not to commemorate, but 
to renew his paſſion ,, to Crucify him afreſh. 
Ot 1 have much reaſon to-fear 7 am guilty of 
the Body- and Blood of the Lord, by cating and 
drinking unwerthily ;, in that 1 have not 
hungred and thirſted after , nor partaker 
of it {o often as my neceſſities, and oppor-: 
tunities require 3 nor approached z with 
ſach- a ſolemn -preparation , - examination ,, 

C. 3 _ - humilia»- 
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humiliation, and cleanſing the ſecrets of 
my heart from all fin ; nor renewed the | 
Covenaxt-eonditions., Faith and Repentance ; | 
nor received it with that reverent behavi- | 
our , and thoſe inward diſpoſitions; nor 
been ſo eſpecially careful iz making good 
. my Covenant Engagements , and Reſolutions , 
as becomes a worthy Communicant, Oh how | 
can ſuch a loathſom wretch go to þe en- 


tertained by thee-in ſo near a Commurior, 


that cannot expect , that am below the 
leaſt good look from thy gracious Eyes ? 
Oh how dare duch a vile miſcreant pre- 
ſume to drink of the Cup of Bleſling, 
who have deſerved ſuch a Curſe from thy 
hands , as that thou ſhouldſt hurry me to 
the Bar of Juſtice , and not admit me to 
the Seals of the Covenant of Grace : to be | 
covered with ſhame and confuſion of face, | 
while thy Children come with boldnels, 
and preſent themſelves before thee , array- 
ed in the righteouſneſs of thy Son; whilſt 
they are lifting- up their beads with joy, 
-- knowing the time. of celebrating their Re- 
demption draweth nigh 3 I may be hiding | 
my ſelf in the Dens and Rocks of the | 
Mountains , ſaying ,, fall on me and hide me | 
from the Face of him that ſits on the Throne : 
Dragged away by curſed _Fiends to the | 
placx of Torment , with hideous fhriecks | 

to: | 


L am... A. 


 VvWwuy TT a a. 


>» . WW ww " ww 


wo. @d my 


Deep Fiumiliation. 47 
to an innumerable company of .Devils and 
Damned Souls ; inſtead of going to the 
Houſe of God, the Aſſembly of his People, 
with the voice of joy and gladneſs, with a 
multitude that keep holy day. While the © 
Son of Righteouſneſs riſes with healing in 
his wings, unto thoſe that fear thy Nam2 - 
thy wrath may burn againſt me as.fire, and 

| conſime me as ſtubble. The day of joy and 
gladneſs , feaſting and rejoycing , Sacrifice 
and Atonement to thy ſincere Servants , 
may be a day of wrath and trouble, dark- 
neſs, and _gloomineſs , diſtreſs and deſola- 
tion tom:., While they with-joyof heart, 
are laying, Come let us go nnto the Houſe of 
the Lord; .Oh our feet ſhall ſtand within thy 
Gates, O Sion, thy Courts, O God. I may ſay, 

reat day of his. wrath is come, and who 


T he 
JS frallbe able to fand? Inſtead of holding out 


the Golden Scepter , thou mighteſt break 
me with a rod of Iron, and daſh mein pie- 
ces like a Potter's Vellel : while they are 
rejoycing and giving honour to thee at the 
Supper, I might lie uader the wrath of the 
Lamb: lifting up my eyes in Hell, beg- 
ging a drop of water to cool my Tongue : 
I might ſee them ſit down with the King 
at his Table, and »y /elf thruſt out into 
that place , where is nothing but weeping 
and wailing , and gnaſhing of teeth. Thou 
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art ready to entertain thoſe that are b:d- 
den, but I am not worthy. For making light | 
of thy Proviſion and Jnvitation , preferring | 
- the things of the World before it, thou 
mayſt jaſtly ſay , 1 ſpall never taſte of thy 
Supper : or if I go, "it might be not for the 
better , but for the worſe; I might meet | 
with a frown inſtead of a:ſmile; a blow, | 
a breach, a curſe, inſtead of a bleſling. | 
Thou mayſt inſtead of Bread, give me a 
Srone; for the Cup of the New Teſtament, a 
Cup of Wrath and Trembling. Thou mayſt 
turn my heart into a ſtone, inſtead of turn- 
ing my heart of ſee into a heart of fieſh 
the bread of life may be to me a ſtone of 
ſtumbling, and a Rock of offence, to fall on 
me and grind me to powder. For my going 
aſide” from thee, and defiling my ſelf , the 
Wine. that comforts and makes worthy Recei- 
vers fruitful in grace, may be unto me as the | 
_ water of Fealouſic ; bitter within my Bow- ' 
els, cauſing my belly to ſwell , and- my 
' Thighto rot ; and 1 may be a curſe among 
the Peoples. #5s Blood might be Iaid to. my 
charge, for my condemnation, ſealing up 


all my other ſins ;«inſtead of being ſprizk- | 


led ypon my Conſcience , to humble me for, 
and cleanſe me from all fin. = 
Behold I am wile, viler than the Earth, 
but lepk upon z in thy Sor , -and thou wn 
p. it ove 
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Deep Humiliation... . 49. 
lbvve-me, and be well pleaſed with me 5' 
mine only hope is in that grace and mercy. 
made: known in and through hjizs : I have 
broken thy commands, but he:hath fulfil- 
led: them.z affronted thy Juſtice,.. but he 
hath ſatisfied it 3 deſerved thy wrath , but 
he hath endured it ; the chaſtiſement of 
my peace was upon him, let the merit of- 
his righteouſneſs be upon. me, and by bis 
ſtripes let me be healed. #s Blood is my ons 
ly, refuge; Oh let it be my atonement, or [ 
perifh- eternally. Wherefore. didſt thou: 
ſped it , but to iave ſinners? Remember-not 
what I have done againſt thee , but what- 
be hath done and fuffered for ze. Oh when- 
I conſider thy greatneſs and my rworthyneſs, . 
thy purity and my ancleanneſs ;, thy glory- 
and my ſhame, I am confounded, and 4:/con- 


8. axed; but when I conſider thy mercy and- 


wiidom-,, bounty. and. goodneſs, readineſs- 
to forgive, and. deſire to impart- thy ſelf 
unto thy Servants ; then I am encorraged- . 
to come with boldneſs unto - thee. .  Thou- 
never-deſpiſedſt him that called upon thee, . 
. or. forſook any. that abode in thy fear : It- 
was never known. that any who truſted in- 
tice were ever confounded... Oh reſpeCt 
not the grearneſs of my offences , but of thy: 
goodneſs. though I have ſo often broken: 
wy part. of that. Covenant the. Sacrament 
| | GC 5: Seals,., 
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Serls , yet be thou pleaſed to make good 
thine ,to be merciful to my unrighteouſneſs, 
and to remember my ſins and my iniquities 
no more. Thou knoweſt how intolerable a 
thing it is to lie under thy wrath to all eter- | 
nity, and therefore loveſt to do miracles of 
mercy, becauſethon loveſt not that a ſinner | 
fhould periſh. Have mercy upon me ac- | 
cording to the mnltitnde of thy tender | 
mercies , blot out my tranſgreſſions : waſh 
me throughly from mine inzquities , and 
cleanſe me from all my defilements, with the 
merit and virtue of that Blood which thou 
haft ſo abundantly ſhed for penitent ſinners: 
fo ſhall Thaye no ſpot in me, for which thon 
wilt judge me at thy Table, or condemn me at 
thy Tribunal. 

Being in. Chriſt reconciled unto me, | 
give. forther evidences of thy fatherly .af- | 
feftion, by beſtowing a double portion of | 
thy grace upon me, now thou calleſt me 
torkis Ordinance; and who is fufficient for 
theſe things? I have neither a meer Sacrs- 
fice to offer , nor a meet Temple to receive 
, thee. 1 know not what to ſay ; or do ; | 
how to pray , or receive', prepare , or be- || 
have my ſelf; not ſufficient of my ſelf, to | 
think any thing as of my felf , but my fut- 
Hiciency is of thee ; the preparation of the 
heart , and anſwer of the tongue 1s from | 
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Deep Humiliation. 
thee; the God, the promifer, the giver of 
grace , as well as glory; that invites all to 


come unto thee , with aſſurance of finding 


with, and receiving from thee , whatſoe- 


ver is requiſite for their refreſhment , ſup-_ 


port , and comfort ; Ho, every one that 
thirſteth , come ye to rhe waters ;, and be that 
hath no Money , come ye , buy and eat ; yea, 


Come buy wine and milk without money and 
without price, Thou prepareſt a Table for 


us in this Wilderneſs, where we eat of thy 
own Bread , and drink of thy own Cup; O- 
mittelt no expreſſion of tender love to 
treat us as a moſt indulgent Father. Bur 
ſhall the time of receiving come, before 
thou comeſt into my Soul, to ſtir up thy 
graces in me? Canſt th: that ſo lovedff me, 
who was of no worth , while yet in my 
ſins, as to die for me, neglett me 1n thee , 


now.l have given my telt unto thee ? Shall 
I, whoſe only hope is to be faved by chriſt, 


be ſent away with the g-ir, inſtead of rhe 
comfort of bis Blood ? Of of his falneſs ler 
me receive, and grace for grace: let thy 


Spirit kelp-min? infirmities , thy grace be Þ 


ſofcient for me, thy ſtrength be made 
perfect, more eminently manifeſt in weak- 
nefs. Array me with the righteouſneſs the 
Saints are cloathed with , put upon me the 
Lord Jekts 3. let me be found having 99 A 
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"52 CZFarne/t Supplication for. 
Weading-Garment at the Weadding- Supper ; 
ſuch a preparation of Soul as may qualifie 
me for it, ſuch a degree of reverence and þu- 
mility, ſaving knowledge, godly forrow, renewed 
repentance, new obedience, lively faith, unfeign- 


decvial, ſuitable, ſolemn, heavenly meditations, as 
becomes a worthy Communicant, O thou 
true food of my Soul, receive me into thy 
. - favour, who am to receive thee; quicken 
- me with thy Spirit, feed me with thy Fleſh, 
fatisfie me with thy Blood, vouchſate me thy 
Grace, communicate to me thy Nature, let 
me receive life from thee to act and live un- 
_ to thee, who meaſureſt not thy gifrs by our 
peritions, or deſerts , but our wants, and thy 
.OWN 7nercy, 


Zarneſt Supplication for Requifite 
Qualifications. | 


O go to that Ordinance which requires all 
imaginable livelineſs and acCtivity,with 
dull and cloudy affeCtions,will be my /iz,and 


gent endeavour. I get not my, Soul affected 
and inflamed, by ſtirring-up the Graces. of 
\ God in me ; and whither ſhall I go for this, 
- but unto: thee, the author and finither of 
| them? How ſhall I do it but by thee? Odo 
It for me. =» -  Aﬀtect' 


ed love, joy and thank fulneſs, holy deſires, felf- 
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\ 2 an aggravation of it, if through want of dilt- 
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_- Requiſite Qualifications. 
Aﬀett my heart with an awful Holy Reve-. 
reverence, and ſelf-abaſement, up- 7 liey 4 
on my ſo near approach unto 
thee in this ſolemn Ordinance ; towards 
the greatneſs of thy Majeſty with whom I 
there coine to renew my Covenant;  to- 
| wards the excellency of thy Son, whom. 
| come to receive into my. Soul; towards the 
holineſs of thy . Spirit , whole afliſtance I 
hope for , and by whom I come there to be 
eſtabliſhed in my Union and Communion 
with Chriſt and his Members. Oh how 
durſt 1 who am nothing but folly and in- 
firmity , miſery and fin, ihame and death, 
preſume to come ſo nigh ( for behold the 
Heaven .of Heavens cannot contain ) thee 
| unleſs thon hadſt invired,and commanded me ? 
If fo much Sanftity, Reverence, and Devo- 
tion was requiſite as to the Ark, the Tem- 
E ple, the. receiving thy. Law 5 O how ſhall 
| behave my ſelf now I go to receive thy 
very ſelf; or Communicate with thee , that 
deſerves not to come before thee? Oh how 
Humble ſhould I be, whoam to receivea 
eift of free Grace ? Was he Auzible that 


[was all Purity, and ſhall I be proud who am 


#10 defiled ? The high and lofty one dwells 
not in a haughty keart, but with him that 
is of acontrite , humble ſpirit : nor will he 
that humbled himſelf tothe death, be taken 
| INTO 
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54 FEarneft Supplication for 
into a proud Soul. O that | may therefore 
have Grace, whereby I may ſerve thee ac. 
ceptably, with reverence, - and godly fear, 
and be cloathed, not only with the K1gbre- 
ouſneſs, but Hunility of Chriſt z be low and | 
mean,-baſe and vile in my own eyes: I am | 
not wortny to be called thy Son {( make me 
as one of thy meanelt Servants, ) nor of 
the loweſt room at thy Table O give my 
fins thy pardon , my Soul thy Grace, my 
perſon and ſervice thy acceptance m thy be- | 
loved; and what thou doſt convey, ſeal to 6 
me by what | am torecetve. 4 

Without Kowleage inthe Heart, S-vmz Þ 
the Duty cannot. be good; bur © N 
the Coverznr thou haſt made with thy people 
is, they ſhall all know thee from the leaft to thi 
ogreateſt.O let me come with Kzowledge of thell 
nature, neceſſity, uſe, and ends of the Ord} 
nance. Direct me how to behave my ſelf at,þ 
and meditate upon thoſe Divine myſteries 
that I may not be a blind offerer, nor bring: 
blind offering ; but offer unto thee a liveh 
Sacrifice, holy acceptable and reafonable Serj 
vice; that | may receive with underſtanding} 
diſcern the Lord's Body ; look into the myþ 
ſtertes of the Sacrament, left not knowing 
the meaning, | feel not the comfort of it; b 
be alienated and eſtranged from thee chroug 
the 1 1ENOrance that 1 o in me. _ 
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That I may eat the Paſſover 
with bitter herbs, give me 4 dep 
ſenſe of my own vileneſs and unwor- 
thineſs : take away this Heart of Stone, and 


Godly | 
Sorrotv. 


E give mea Heart of Fleſh, that I may loath 


my ſelf in my own ſight for mine iniquities, 
and for mine abominations z be filled with 
ſhame and forrow, hatred and indignation * 
againſt my ſelf, for my offending ſo good 
and gracious, ſo loving and bountiful a Fa- 


! ther, Redeemer and Sanctifier : That I may 
* look upon him whom | have pierced, and 


| mourn with deteſtation and holy revenge 


E againſt thoſe my ſins that coſt him ſo dear, 
were the canſe as well as any other mens, 
KH of his death, and would have coff me dam- 
2 nation ; abominating them as the ſcourges 
4 and thorns, nails and ſpear that afflicted, 
1 Crucified my deareſt Saviour, the Lord of 
g Glory. The day of mourning for him is at 


hand. Ohthatl may then ſlay my moſt be- 
loved Luſts! be revenged on them for it, 
and for their endeavouring to rob me of 


| my ſpiritnal Birth-right, my eternal Ble{- 
$ {edneſs. Let me cali'to mind and be truly 
g ſenſible of every ſin, and of the evil of it ; 


and of thine and my Saviour's Love mani- 
feſted to me in his Sufferings. There where 
he appears:moſt Blooay , let ſoz appear moſt 


g deadly; that I may receive a broken, 


bleeding 


\ - . of ſurrender 3 recelve him as a Saviour, 


- -:FG Earneſt Supplication for | 
bleeding Chriſt, with a broken contrite Heart ; | 
a Sacrifice thou wilt no deſpiſe, O:God, 
Prepare It in me; that-being weary and heavy 
_— I may be refreſhed and watked in his 
ood. | 


New Obe- 


dience. 


And: ſeeing: thou- giveſt” thy þ 
ſelt only. to thy Diſciples and 
Friends, work in me freſh pur- 
poſes of amendment ; that being willing and 
obedient, I may eat the good of the Ordi- Þ 
nance, Let there be conformity, that there | 
may be Communion ; et. me not put that | 
new Wine into an old impure, bue- new fl. 
Heart. I cannot eat .the Paſſover and ſtay Þ | 
in Egypt ſtill; Let me do it with my Zojns þ 
girt, ready to march toward the promiſed iſ j 
land, Thou confirmeſt thy Covenant, and | 
.expecteſt 1 reſtipulate with thee; that IF, 
caſt out and execratethe old Leaven. See-|F. 
ing the Coverant of Grace ſealed , let me ſeal; 
a Covenant of Obedience ;, ſeeing by. the merits qr 
of Chriſts death Þ am purchaſed to be thine, j;; 
by the powerof it, let me be dead to lin, 
and receive the life of Grace ,, and change 
'my Life and Converſation 3 let me bring a| 
wounded heart to, and carry wounded fins) 
from thy Table ;z die zo /in., ſeeing Chrif 
"died for ſin; let me take him by. way of 
"Surety, and give up my: ſelf to him by- way 


ang 
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> | and ſubmit to him as a Prince; ſet my ſelf 
» I apart for thee on that Feaſt of Deaication. 
' Þ Let me approach with the moſt ſincere 
> | fixed reſolutions of an intire reſignation 
|. 2nd receive ſuch grace and ſtrength from 
j- Þ thee, as may enable me faithfully to per- - 
1 Þ form them ;.that I may find my ſelf in the 
* Þ number of thoſe to whom my Saviour al- 
4 Þ lows ſuch ſpecial Manifeſtations of himſelf, 
- Þ by lifting up the light of his Countenance 
© Þ upon them, by intimating his good will and 
it love to them, his fulneſs and righteouſneſs 
V | for them, as ſhews his conſtant abode with 
) [x them. WW 
13 Let no prophane or unſeaſona- 
4 g ble thought enter into my Mind Purzey. 
d g while Iam about that holy Solem- | 
IF nity; let me lay aſide, leave behind me, 
<|Fand be kept from all carnal, earthly, vain 
all thoughts and imaginations ; drive away all 
drowſineſs, careleſneſs, ſloathfulneſs, neg- 
ligence of Spirit ; that I may wholly con- 
template upon, and give up my {elf unto 
him, who Sacrificed his Soul and Body for 
ge; and come before thee with ſuch re- 
erential hungering, and holy affections, 
as iS due'to the hand that reacheth, to the 
Seal that ſecureth, to the Food that 
ſtrengthneth that ſpiritual life in us , with- 
out which we can never be happy. O _ 
that 


58 FParneſt Supplication for 
that calleſt me nnto thee, let thy compaſ. ÞÞ 2 
fion pity my vileneſs ; let thy mercy par- | 3 
don my ſinfulneſs; let thy grace cleanſe Þþ a 
my filthineſs; let thy wiſdom enlighten || 1 
my darkneſs; let thy ſtrength ſupport Þ it 
my weakneſs. Adorn me with a Wedaing- | Þ 
Garment, the righteouſneſs of thy Son, and || 4 
holineſs of thy Spirit ; that all my naked- | C 
neſs may be covered, and my great defor- þþ © 
mities hid from thine eyes. Pardon me by ÞÞ 4 
thy mercy , that I may receive thy grace, || f 
and fit me by thy grace, that I may receive | ! 
thy mercy; help me fo to accuſe my ſelf, Þ 
that thou maylit acquit me; fo to judge and I 01 
condemn my ſelf, that thou may ſt abſolve |} 16 
me; 1o to exerciſe a holy revenge upon my | a! 
ſelf,that thon mayft ſpare me.Let thy Spirit | F 
be thy Harbinger to provide entertainment | d 
for thy Son in my Soul , that he may find Þ} fic 
it ſwept of lin , and garniſh'd with grace ; ſth 
. make it day in my Soul by hopes and de- WL 

fires before I there receive the Son of Righ- bu 
reonſneſs. | 

Faith is thy own gift, as well as 
ChriF; I believe, Lord belp my un- Faith. 
belief, that I may ſprinkle my Soul 
| and Conſcience with his Blood; not only if 
look upon, and. remember, but cloſe in 
with, and receive him there tendered : EatF- 
bis Fleſh, and drink his Blood : apply 1», ſi 

— aSh 


Requiſfite Qualifications. 59 
as taking on him our zatzre, and giving # 
as a ranſom for ſin; that I may not ſtagger 
at the Promiſe- throngh unbelief, bur be 
ſtrong in Faith, giving glory to God ; be- 
ing fully perſuaded that what thou haſt 
promiſed thou wilt perform. When I ſee 
Bread and Wine upon the Table , let me fee 
Chriſt there as a Feaſ# in token of my Re- 
conciliation with thee, and on the Crols as 
a Sacrifice, offering up his Body and Blood 
to thee : obſerving the Bread broken, tet 
me ſee Chriſt Crucified for, and offering 
himſelf unto me: upon the Wize pouring 
out, let me behold how his Blood was pou- 
red forth for my fins. As I receive Breaq 
and Wine for bodily ſuſtenance, ſo cauſe 
fre to feed on, digeſt and improve his bo- 
dy and blood 3 having the ſame expeCta- 
tion of Spiritual and Eternal life from him, 
[that TI have of temporal life from my food. 
Let me eat not anly the Bread of the Lord, 
but the Bread which » che Lord ; that as by 
my ſenſes I receive the Elements to my 
Corporal, ſo by Faith I may receive and ap- 
ply him to my Spiritual nowrijhment. Let the 
Ordinance be a lively reſemblance , re- 
y membrance, and application of the faffe- 
n#g5, and earneſt of the Supper of the Lamb. 
0 8-ct Chriſt be ſo lively ſet forth, as if Cru- 
[ited before my eyes, dying for me: that 
ash | beholding 


TW ww CY www TD w 2 5 F9yv wc=_ 5, vVY ww 7T TY» 


4 ws. bw ct 


SS 
* 


6a FEarneit Supplication for 
beholding and embracing him:, and even 
putting my fingers into the print of the 
nails, in his hands and feet, and thruſting 
my hand into his ſide; 1 may. be fo filly 
perſuaded of his ſuffering forme , that | 
may not be faithleſs but believing , fay- 
Ing, my Lord and my God," he loved me 
and gave himſelf for me , my beloved 1 
mine and I am hs, Octhat I may fo touch: 
him, as I may find and feel ſtrength, Peace 
and. virtue come from him, and be healed Þ 
of all my uncleanneſſes; that they may not 
be unto death , but unto: the. glory of thy 
mercy in pardoning, and prace in purifying 10 
Poliuted a Wretgh.. That it may be the 
food, the feaſt of my graces; the poiſon, 
the Funeral of my corruptions, Let me ſo- 
feed [upon his bleſſed Body , and bath my 
Soul in his precions Blood, that my Soul 
may.magnify the. Lord ,, and my Spirit re- 
' Joice in God my. Saviour; whom having 
not ſeen ]-may love, in whom though I ſee 
him not, yet believing,. I may rejoice with 
joy unſpeakable and fullof glory.. Circum- 
ciſe my heart to Love tne with all | 
my Soul, and with all' my ſtrength. Love. | 
Let my heart be raviſhed with this - | 
infinite mercy in thee" to. ſinful miſerable 
man 1n contriving and giving 10. glorious 
a Redeemer. and Redemprion. to fave _ 
an 
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ard now -in preſenting us with ſuch Seals of 
his Love, and admitting ns into 1o near, 
ſo holy a Communion : For this let me be 
conſtrained into love to thee, and thy Son, 
and to man for his Take; and into a ſted- 
faſt vow of living and dying to thy fer- 
vice; that I will give and forgive, do and 
. Þ ſuffer any thing for-thee. Let me be filled 
|. with holy Raptures, joys and hopes 1 this 
..|þ thy ſo great a goodneſs,which having done 
i Þ this, will deny menothing, ( and maugre 
r || the rage and malice of | hell ) not ſee my 
ſoul loſt, for whom all this is done. Oh 
let me meet+ with ſtrong encearments of 
e | Afettions;, melting and flowing over to- 
ns wards thee, languiſhing with deſires to en- 
lf joy thee, even turned into,made up of love 
'y for thee ; that I may be the Diſciple whom 
11 8 thon 4ovef?, and laid in thy Boſfom.. O deal 
e. | with me 2s thou often dolt with them that 
ng draw near to thee : though 1 burn not with 
el 10 hot a flame, yet through thy: grace I 
:h{ crave 1t of thee; that I may participate 
with, and be numbred amongft. ſuch fer- 
vert Lovers, If I cannot ſay I am ſick of 
| love, yet I -am fick that I cannot love thee, 


VC. 


8 There wilt thou give methy love; ad- 
4b, Piflion to more familiar fellowſhip with 
thee, . clearer manifeſtations, ſenſible fee- 
ing and aſlurance of thy love and affettion 
| unto 


10Us 
1m ; 
and 


62 EarneFft Supplication for 
unto me, that I am beloved of thee. Give 
me grace to love the Lord Jeſus in ſincerity ; 
let him dwell in my heart by Faith and 
Love; that being rooted and grounded in 
Love, I may beable to comprehend with all Þ 
Saints, what is the breadth, and length, Þ 
and depth, and heighth, and to know the |} 
Love of Chriſt which paſſes Knowledge: || | 
that the remembrance of him may pierce || 
me with grief, tranſport me with love, |Þ ! 
eaptivate my will, engage all my affecti-Þ « 
ons to him and for him. And let me know || ? 
that' I am paſſed from death to life, . be- , 

2 

a 

] 


cauſe love the Brethren. Shed abroad thy 
- Love in my cold frozen heart, and inflame 
it with fervent affeCtions to thee and thine. 
While my Love is burning towards thy ſelf, 
© how can it chooſe but be imparted toſff < 

thy Friends, who ſincerely love thee, and]j (l 
on whom thou haſt ſet thy heart , and ſhed} i 
thy Love, and to whom thou haſt given 1 
thy Spirit, whereby they are made like un-þ 4! 
to thee ? Let thoſe be lovely in my eyes} fi 
to whom Chriſt is precious. Let none of CC 
us come to that Love-Feaſt with unchari-N} fo 
tableSpirits. Oh that our Father in Hez-j fat 
ven may look down upon his Children feaſt-y M! 
ing together in mutual love and delighr jy Mt 
in the remembrance of all that Love lg Pr 
hath ſhewn us, and joyful expectation off Ot 

| winalf 
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what further he hath promiſed to -us. 
, Let me not fit {ad and 
dejected, as if I liked not Foy and Thanks- 
the Proviſion , or thought £&7%7g. 
my ſelf not welcome. Make | 
this magnificent ſolemn Feaff, theſe Ccle- 
ſtial Viands wherewith thou feedeſt thy 
People, by thy gracions, comfortable diſ- 
coveries of thy ſelf, a Spiritual Banquet 
unto my Soul, a Feaſt of fat things, a Feaſt 
of Wine on the Lees, of fat things full of 


Marrow, of Wine on the Lees well refined! 


Do not only ſtand and knock, but open the 
door of my heart; vouchſate to come in 
and abide with we, that there may be 
a comfortable converſe : ſup with me and 
let me ſup with thee, that I may be abun- 
dant]y fatisfied with thefatneſs of thy houle, 
(feel and find abundance of Soul-fſatisfaftion 
m the. Ordinance) and do thou make 
me drink of the River of thy pleaſure: 
quench my thirſt after carnal, and let me be 


filled with Divine pleaſures, raviſhments, and 


contentments flowing from the inexhauſtible 


| fountain of Divine Plenty. - Let my Sow be 
| fatisfied as with Marrow and Fatneſs, and 
| my mouth praiſe thee with joyful lips. Let 


me come before thee with thankſgiving, and 
prazſe thee with my.,whole heart. Let there 


_ be Angels work at Angels food ; make me | 


joytul 


64 EarneFt Supplication for 


joyful in thy houſe of Prayer. By and for 
him let me offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe to God, 
the' frait of my lips giving thanks unto his 
name in the great Congregation, and praiſe 
thee among much people. CES nn 

Thou art ready to give bread to the hun- 
gry, - to fill them with good 

ag, things; and the water of life to 
- and Thirſt. him that is athirſf, Thou art not 
{traitned in thy ſelf, but I am 
Nraitned in my own Bowels; the aefrre and 
the meat, the neceſſity and relief, are all from 
thee. O thou that provideſt that Heavenly 


Spiritual 


food, give alio a ſuitablereliſh and digeſtion, 


Bid,and make me welcome; ſay,cat,O Friend; 


drink, yea drink abundantly, O Beloved! O Þ 
create and ſtir. up in me earneſt longings and 


a Spiritual Appetite; that | may be made par- 
taker of the good things thou haſt prepared 


for me, with enlarged affeCtions, and delires Þ 
after, anſwerable to my need of the Orai-Þþ 


nance, and Chriſt offered in it, as full nou- 
riſhment for my Soul under the forms of 
Bread and Wine; and with ſtrong expecta- 
tions to receive him and his benefits. With 


deſire let me deſire to eat this Paſlover ; o-f 
pen my mouth wide that thou may it fill ir:| 


As the Hart panteth after the water- brook, 
{o let my Soul pant after thee, © God. 
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N.D now, O gracious God, leave me 
k not. to the. dulneſs, the deadnelſs, the 
hardneſs, -- the impenitency , the unbelief, 


| the harrenneſs, the.earthlineſs, the impo- 


tenzy.,./ the diſtraction !of my own Heart O 
enrich the Ordinance with thy. own. Preſence, 


While the KX7zg fittethv; at his Table let my 
| Spikenard {ſend forth the. ſmell thereof. 


Defcend into my, Heart! by the Excitations 
of thy Grace,and influences of thy Joy ; and 


| It me aſcend -unto-thee- by [the exerciſe. of 
| graceg; and pious: addreftes:” Awake thow 
| North-wind, and come than South, blow 


upon my Garden, that the Spices thereof 
may flow out: make every. Grace. in. my- 
Soul lively, active, and fragrant, by. the 


| breathings and inſpirations of thy holy 
| Spirit. . O abide wath me becauſe itdraw- 


eth towards the time of Recetving , what ao 
I there if thou be r0t there? If thy preſence 
g0.not along with me, carry me not hence, Let 


Chriſt appear unto , - and be known.of -me 
-Þx 77 breaking of Bread; let me carty away: nor 
| only Bread, but Light, Life, and Health ;, 


that with open face, beholding as ina glaſs 
the glory- (the love, the mercy, and good- 
nels) of the Lord, [ may be' changed int9 

D the 
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the ſame Image, from glory to glory , even 
as by the Spirit of the Lord. - O let me re. 
member, and do thou remember what thy 
Son hath fufiered , that I may be thankful, 
and thou ſo ſenſibly. gracious unto mie, that 1 
may taſte and ſee how good the Lord is. 

| am altogether «worthy of my deſires; 
but. what thou doſt for any:, is not becanſe 
they are worthy , - but becauſe it pleaſeth Þþ 
thee to do for thine what they ask of "thee Þ 
according to thy. Will. With what confi- Þ 
dence go we to Mzrket with Morey:in our | 
hand? we donbt not of returning without Þþ 
our errand ;'© we would come as conhi- Þ 
dentiy to thee expeCting the giving out Þ 
of grace to us.,, as if we were able to pur- | 


chaſe it : for thou haſt bid us, come,buy Wine Þ 
and Milk-without Money , and without price; Þ 
and haſt promiſed, and art more willing to Þ} 


give the Spirit to them that ask it , than Pa- Þ 


rents Bread to their Children, which they Þ - 
cannot deny , whatever ſhift they make for Þ 1 


it. Our love to our Children is but hatred; | 
our Compaſſion hardneſs ; our Bowels 


Rocks, in compariſon of th;ze to #hine. Why || 


then wilt thou not hear me? turneſt thou Þ 
a deaf ear to. me ?. Canſt thou deny me? | 
Did any of the Seed of Facob ſeek thy face | 
_. In vain? Who ever approached to this o-| | 
ver-flowing Fouſſfain of ſweetneſs , but] 
| RE Lo carried] 
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carried away ſome drops ? or fate by ſo 
great a flame , and received not ſome 
warmth from it ? Why then lies my Soul 
ſo cold ,-ſo frozen, ſo dead before thee? 
O wilt thou not relieve a hungry Beggar ? 


{ Wilt thou not grant the requeſt of an im- 


portunate Petitioner ? Shall I go away 
empty from an inexhauſtible Treaſure ? 


| Hungry from a Feaſt? Dry from a Foun- 
{ tain ? Cold from the Sun? Sad and com- 
| fortleſs from a Feaſt of Love ? Oh! make 
| it a type and carneſt of our Eternal Ban- 


quet : Lead me to that by Faith and Love, 


& and Seal me to it in Spirit and Conſcience 
| let me enjoy thy lightſome,reviving compa=- 
. © ny in this ſtate of abſence and obſcurity. 
| Away my Soul from this dark , deceitful, 
! vexing World; love not thy Diſeaſe, thy 
E Fetters , thy Calamities z join not with 
! thoſe that take up their r7e/f on this -fide 
Heaven, ſaying, it 15 good to be here, Woe is 
| me that I ſojourn in- eſech; that I dwell 
| in the Tents of Kedar ; that I remain in 
| this ſinfa], polluting place , among a ſtrange 
People , and am kept ſo long from my Fa- 
 ther's Houſe, O that I had wings like a Dove, 
s then would I flie away andbe at reſt; loe,then 
| would | wander far off, (as legs and wings 


could carry me )- and remain in'the W1l- 
dernels ; I would live in the ſolitariett 
| | D 2 place 
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place of the Earth, for my greater free- 
dom from fin, and enjoyment of God, 
This flattering, vexing World ſhould ſoon 
ſeemequitit; my baſe heart ſhould ſoon 
be rid of me, rather than undergo their un- 
ceſſant troubles : I would haſten my eſcape 
from the Windy Storm and Tempeſt. 0 


wretched man that 1 am, who ſhall deliver me 
from the body of this death ? which fo oft 


troubles , grieves, and overclouds me , di- 
ſtratts and hinders*'me, allures and intan- Þ_ 
gles me? When ſhall I have done trifling Þ 
and dallying, roving and repining , .fret- | 
ting and diſputing ? When ſhall I only talk F 
and walk with thee? be compoſed ard Þ 
fixed; Spiritual and Heavenly ; love,chuſe, Þ 


and obey thee ? delight, rejoice, joy, ard 


glory in thee? O when wilt thou unlooſe Þ 


the cords of this tottering Tent ? When 


ſhall this 244d wall cramble into duſt? Þ 
When ſhall my Earthly houſe of this Ta- Þ 
bernacle be diflolved ? When ſhall I be car- Þ 


ried to thoſe Eternal Manſions? Why is 


his Chariot ſo long in coming ? Why tarry 
the wheels of his Chariot * Hath he not Þ 
ſped ? Hath he not divided his gifts ? Hath Þ 
he not obtained his purchace ? Hath he not | 
prepared a place for me ? Shall I ever be at | 
home m the Body, and abſent from: the | 


Lord? Make haſt © thou whom my Sout 
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loveth, and come in-Glory , as thoy firſt 
eameſt in humility 3. and conform them to- 
thy ſelf in Glory , whom-thon- makeſt con- 
formable to thy Sufferings and Humility. 
Keep upour Fairh, our Hope, and our Love; 
by the Exerciſe: of them-let us have our 
Converſation. with thee in Heaven 3 and 
daily. vouchſafe: us ſome beams of thy di- 
recting, confolatory {ig-t, in this our dar s- 


{ neſs; and be not as a Stranger to thy {cat- 
| tered Flock, thy diſconfolate Spouſe, in 
# this diſtanr ſtate , this deſolate Wilderneſs: 
| O ſhew thy ſelf more clearly to us; teſtify 
| to our Souls that thou art our Head and 
8 Saviour ; that we abide in thee by the Sp1- 
| Fit which thou haſt given us, abiding and 
| overcoming in us, and as thy Agent pre-- 


paring us for eternal Life: ' Eet not. our: 
darkneſs, nor thy ſtrangeneſs , feed our 0- 


{ dious arbelief; nor my corrupt habits choak 
! or ſmother my new reſolutions and ſweet 
| meditations, Theſe weak wavering 
| thoughts, theſe faint defires, theſe ſickly: 
| affections-in my Soul will not live a night, 
| inleſs-my gracious God interpoſe his pow- 
z er, preſerve and cherth them. - O-ſeeing 
thou: haſt given me to beſtow: fome-ſmall 
Z Pains on my heart, and to conceive ſome 


good hopes, let them not: be daſht in pieces: 
in ſo ſhort a moment-. ſpread the wings of 
| D.3 thy 


2 - The Communion 


thy Mercy over me, and maintain that, 

which not 1, but thy Spirit hath wrought in 

me; letme find all, when Iawake, let me be 

Rill with thee, © bleſſed Trinity, to whom 

 beafcribed Kingdom, Power , and Glory, 
now and for ever. Amen. 


The Communion Morning Dreſs. 


H , where am 1? What-dol ? all the 
k. Children of the Bride-Chamber are 


up and ready , and I flumbring in my Bed ! 


Tell me, ye faireſt , what made you «p ſo 


early , and drefſed ſo ſoon? Alas , ow Lord 


was up before us al]; he called us up by 
break of day, and wondred we were not 
trimming ' our Lamps; nor decking our 


ſelves, knowing with whom we. were to | 
meet, to Feaſt to day. Our beloved ſpake, | 
and {aid unto us, Riſe up my Love,eny fair ones Þ 
aud come away. This is the day which the' Þ 


Lord hath made, we will rejoice and be 
lad init. How ſhonld we welcome it with 
ufficient joy and thankfulneſs , for the ap- 


proach of ſo great a bleſſing, that brings ; 


eur Saviour {o near unto us ? 


. . Tis too too latez I will ariſe and get | 
me ready ; but where are my Cloths ? O | 
how poor , how empty , how naked am I? | 
© for a heart full of holy breathings and | 

: deſires! | 
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Morning Dreſ. TE 
deſires! Oh for the Graces of Knowledge, 
Faith , Repentance and Humility, Love, 


and Thanktulneſs, and fincere Reſolutions. 
of new Obedience; to adorn me with! I 


| am never dreft till they be on. - Oh where: 


are they ? I ſaw them but juſt when 1 went 
to Bed; What was | then ſo long about, 


{ but aifefting my Soul with the Love of God 
| 1n Jeſus Chriſt unto it and decking it with 
| the Graces of the holy Spirit ? | 


Ah this vain World, this envious Devil, 


| this evil, deceirful Heart, hath got, or hid 
| them fromme, that now 1 amas far to ſeek 


! a$ ever.  O whither ſhall I go, what ſhalll 
| do to_ find theme? Behold the Bridegroom 
| cometh and I am: not ready? I cannot, 
| dare not goto day, Now will my Lord be 
| angry when he comes-in:, to ſee his gueſts ;. 


be looking over them will ſay, where & ſuch 
; 40767 was he not bidden? | am ſure I in- 
| vited him. If 1 go wadreſt, he will ask how . 


| camel. in, not having on.a Fedding-Gar- 
| ment ? to either I fhall be ſpzechleſs. Ah 
| fooliſh, careleſs heart! to let Earthly en» - 


Z tangle thy Heavenly thoughts ; thou knowelt 


E 


| not now: how to unlooſe them which heed 
4 and care might have prevented: my hor- 
& rible negligence and guiltinefs makes me 


tremble to go, yet not dare to keep away 3. 
for where ſhould my polluted Soul.be-waſht, 
D: 4. but: 


E ah, The Communion 


but in that Fountain ſet open for ſin and un- 
cleanneſs. | : | 
Oh thou that wilt in no wiſe caſt off 


him. that cometh unto thee; diſintangle my. 


thoughts from all things below ; over-look 
my manifold weakneſſes and imperfections 
in my. preparation ; if | knew nothing by 
my ſelf, yet were I not thereby juſtified ; [ 
have no Righteouſneſs of my own, and if [ 
had, I would not mention # before rhee ; 


though 1 were Righteoxs, and had the greateſt | 
fitneis and perfection a creature is capable | 
of, yet would I not anſwer thee; I would not Þþ 


plead , but ſupplicate ;- not ftand upon my 


R3zht, but. petition thy [Favour ; not expect | 
thy Juſtice, but crave'thy Pity ; 1 wonld make | 


ſupplicationto my Fudge. The Righteouſneſs of 
21n' is not pleadable before a Kyghteous God: 
if thou ſhouldſt be extream to mark what 


ts done amiſs, by the beſt men, ' in the beſt 
ations, Q Lord , who could ſtand? We | 


are all as an unclean thing, and all our 
Righteouſneſs 1s as filthy Rags; my perſon 
is loathſom and abominable; my prepara- 

tion and beſt . performances carry in them 
matter of my own death and. indiftment , 
except thou-(ob) cover them with the Robe 


CA At b-gits 


_ of Chriſts Righteouſneſs, and ſprinkle them | 


-with his blood, they can find no acceptance | 


 withthee. 


And | 


1 
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Morning Dreſs. | x 
| And Oh! thou who for our ſakes took'ft 
upon thee our paſſions and ſenſibilities, our 
weakneſſes and ſufferings 3. ſo art become a: 
merciful- High Prieſt, and pitiful to onr 
infirmities, receive a wearied Sinner, an: 
over-burthened Conſcience ,. an afflicted,. 
polluted: Soul into thy. care, cuſtody , and 
core. The humility-and ſorrow, love and: 
purity.of any Creature,. is. not ſufficient to- 


| make me worthy to be fed with thy. Body... 


nouriſht- with thy Blocd, united to thee, to: 


| dwell and: be one with thee; but: what I. 
| cannot: be of my ſelf let. mesbe. made of. 


| thee, whoof God art made unto us, Wil-- 
| dom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctification and Re- 


demption. Oh, weigh thine own, not my: 
merit; that I may offer up an Odour. of a: 


| ſweet: ſmell, a Sacrifice acceptable, well 


| pleaſing unto thee by. Chriſt Jeſus ;, the lite: 
| of them that believe, and the: Reſurrettion: 
| of the dead. From him I hope for victory 


Sr ag aad its 


| againſt my fins, ftrength. in duty againſf 
| my weakneſles, ſuccour in my life againſt: 


temptation, in my death againſt deſpair,. 


| after death againſt damuation.. I preſume: 
| upon thy help, not becaufe.I have deſerved: 
q it, for | have been-an unprofitable ſervant,. 
$ but becauſe thou haſt redeemed me, for thy 
g Blood cannot be unprofitable. Help me, 
'F iff not for my miſery which 1 have deſer- 


: oo D | J; ved,, 


| but thou art mize for the Promfe. | 
not oblige thee by my deſert, but thou haſt Þ 
I plead not | 
the erit of my Obedience, but the mercy of Þ 
the Covezant, which thy Love and Adercy Þ 
. _ moved thee to make, and thy 77ath tyes Þþ 

"thee to perform: Free grace made thee a | 
promiſer, and thy promiſe hath made theea Þ 
TT hou art not more free in making | 
promiſes, than faithful in- making them good: Þþ 
a God that keepeth Covenant to a thouſand | 


. 2 
_ © SOR Aa. ve CeO or PRISON HAY TOY i RITES no ts mY TI PEI ENCOn 


74 The C, mmunion 


ved, yet for thy mercies which thon hat 
promiſed; for thy goodneſs is more ready 
ro forgive, than thy power to puniſh z and 


thy blood cries- louder for Pardon, than 


my {ſins for Puniſhment. Thou haſt not 
yet forgiven ſo much as thou haſt promiſed, 
nor promiſed more than thou haſt pur- 


chaſed. Hath thy Blood ſatisfied for more 


fins than I can commit, and ſhall it not ſa- 
tisfy for thoſe I have forſaken and do de- 


teſt? Haſt thou purchaſed Mercy for more 


than repent, and wilt thou not ſhew it on 


thoſe to whom thou haſt given Repentance? | 
that thou Þ 


Haſt thou been ſo long calling , 
ſhouldſt at laſt rejet me? fo long pro- 
miſing Salvation, that thou ſhouldſt at laſt 


deny me? I am thy Dehror for thy purchace, | 


obliged thy ſelf by thy Word. 


Debtor. 


Generations, 


I could Þ 
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Morning Dreſs: 75. 
- And © that I could now lay © 
aſide my Body with my Buſineſs! The Soul 
put off this outward man fora Fixed, 
more naked , inward, ſpiritual 
ſight, that my mind might be rendred more: 


| ſenſible of him ;. fit. to: receive a. deeper 


impreſſion from-his Hand, . that nothing but 
him-might enter in. 'Away,be gone,ye wan- 
dring,worldly, vain thoughts, for I am go-- 


| ing tomy God: ſtir not up, nor diſturb- 
| the beloved of my Soul; come nat near, 
| to diſpleaſe hinz,. or to call me away from 


entertaining. and. enjoying of - him: | yea 


| (Lord) bid them be. gone, and not/ dare to- 
| appear before thee, It is the Voice of my: 


Beloved:, I hear him inviting me to his Ta- 


| ble; I fehim coming to entertain me; let- 
| all fleſh therefore be lilent-, and- not be fo- 
{ bold as to whiſper in his preſence, 


Welcome holy thoughts and pure derſires;: 


! © happy time wherein L may imbrace my- 
| Saviour, and ſolace my. ſelf in the arms of: 
| my deareſt Love! Awake my Underſtan- 

| ding Will ,. and Aﬀectionsz Awake my. 


Glory;: and my Heartz awakeall ye.Pow- 


: ers, Faculties, and Graces of my. Soul,. and: 

! 2l] thar is within me be ſummoned” in, ſtir- 

Z redup, and wholly bent. to attend his'ſer- 
| vice. My coſtlieſt Box of Ointment can-- | 


not. be: beſtawed. better than 08 my Savi-- 
. z ' Our 5: 
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76 The Communion 
our : my ereatelſt care and caution, love 
and” labour, than in his Service. 

And how ſhall I put my 


0657 gi kl heart into a flame of Love, a 
Jane -P#9 frame to meet” him; better 


than by confidering the wor 
ders of his love, unto me ?' Oh how free, 
unmerited, diſinter8&ed ! preventing- not on- 
1y our defires, bur our k»owledge, ſurpaſſing 
our wiſhes, as well as our deferts, > 

He loved ws firſt. Had we deplored our 
 \Apoſtacy, reparned / before invited, made 
the firſt overtures - of Reconciliation with 
him ;- this had carried ſomething 'of in- 
ducement for procuring his love: ' But that 
he who had received the 4njury,: ſhonld- ad- Þ 
drefs himſelf to him that aid zt ; that the 
offended-party* ſhould pray-and beſcech the Þ | 
oftender to be reconciled ?- that ' he - whoſe 


right was to puniſh, ſhould frft ofer'terms | 


of grace and pardon to them that had done 
him all the wrozg, and make Conpenſation 
of it to himſelf ! Herein is Love, not that Þþ 
we loved him, but- that 'he loved us frft, 

-even before we had a: being ; ſo little could Þ 
we deſerve it , that our felicity in his de- | 


crees, preceded our exiſtence in the World. Þ 


His goodreſs 15 ſointirely its own principle, 
and motive, that even our Creation ( {ince 
which.alonewe could pretend to merit it) 


is 
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Morning Dreſs: 77 
js the effect of it, as well as our Redemption, 
When no eye pitted, no perſon interceeded, 
no hand could relieve, he vilited and re- 
deemed , unable ro add to, or diminiſh 


| his Efſential Happineſs. If thon ſinneft, 


what doſt thou unto him? 1f thou be righ- 


| teous,” -what giveſt thou him-2 our-beſt ſer- ; 


vices are dues, not tributes ; not 0- advan- 
tage him, but to diſchar ge our ſelves ; as 
acknowledgments we have al] from him. 


| He doth us good, not becauſe weare; but he 


1s liberally ſo, Thefire we kindle-on Gods 
Altars warms and enlightens us, but not Hea- 
wei at:ſo- diſtant'a remove; nor-is: wanted 


| intheR* gion of this Sun, which ſhines uP- 
| on us Dunghtls, not ont of any invitation 
| his Beams find there, but becauſe 'tis his 
| Nature tobe freely, obligingly diffuſive : 
| Nor is diſturked or loſes 3ts light, but we by 


turning away our-Eyes, or ſending up the 


black and noyſom Vapors of our Laſts. 1 


cannot but ſtand amaz'd at the low ſtoop 


| of thy Sacred Majeſty ! Thou rook'ſt not 


on thee the nature of Angels, bat the ſeed. of 


[ Abraham : they are bound in chains of dark- 


neſs whilſt-thou art drawing -us with cords 


-of Love: Thou ſpareſt not them, and fpa- 


redſt not thy Son for us. What admirati- 


on and aſtoniſhment can anſwer thy bound- 
Tels Condeſcention ? that thou ( who hadſt- 


mar- 
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married infinitely below thy ſelf; if with. 
the moſt ſpotleſs, ancienteſt, honourableſt 
houſe of thy Creatures,) ſhould(t take pol- 
lated duſt and aſhes into thy boſom-! yea, 
thou paſleſt by all others as nettles and 
thorns, while thy Church-is in thine eye as 
the Roſe of Sharon; and the Lily of the 
Valleys. , audi 16% LSD 
He loved us when Enemies ;, not only when 
we were not at all, incapable- of being a 
motive to his.love , but when worthy. of his Þ 
deteſtation. To have ſpared our lives had F 
| been unexpected, undeſerved mercy.z- who | 
finds his enemy. and ;flays-him. not ? was 
ever eye enamoured 'on deformuty.? or love i 
ſet upon filthineſs and putrefatiion ? but be- 
hold! 1 running away from him, hating of 
him 3: he loving. me, following;of -me , in- 
treating my return z. 1 pndoing, he pitying 
my. Soulz 1 findivg his:arms open to im- 
brace me, againſt whom 1 was. lifting up 
_ my. hand; - for when we were without Þ 

ſtrength, Chriſt died for the ungodly ; and. 
as fol, as ugly, as loathſom, ..as forlorn, as | 
ſincould make me , eſpouted me co-hindeit;. Þ 
opened his Heart to lodge. init his -profeſ- Þ 
ſed Enemy, that trod him under. foot : his 
Bomels yearned toward thoſe , who raked | 
into them with their bloody hands; his | 
heart burnt with. afieRion. to. thoſe that | 

| | crueny 
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| Morning Dreſs. 79, 
cruelly pierced it 3 when we were fighting, 
in RebeHion, he was dying z when we had- 
the weapons in our hand, he had the Spear 


in his ſide. Herein God commended his love 


tous, in that while we were ſirmers Ch. jj 
died for ns 3 ſhewed as-great love and kind- 
nels, to the greateſt Enemy, as could be 


| ſhewn to the deareſt Friend; and received 


me not. to mercy unly , but to the endear- 
ment of a Son, That the General ſhould dy. 


| for the Souldzer, the Phyſician for the Pa- 
| tient, the Workman for the Work, the Paſtor 


for the Flock; the Maſter for the Servanr, 
the Juft for the Unjuſt; the Innocent for 


| the Guilty, the Shepherd for the Sheep, the 
| Prince for the Rebel, the Lord of Glory. for 


the Children of Dz/obeaicnce; he that was 
without all ſin, for him that was without all 
Righteouſneſs, God for Han, to wound a 


| Darling to ſtanch the blood of a Traitor ;. 
| for. the-Fadge to pardon, and. put himſelf 
| Into: the: Malefaftors Cloths and ſtead, 


-F and ſuffer for him, to dy. for thoſe that 


| killed- him-z and bleed to waſh his own 


- Þ blood from their hands-that fpilt itz with 


the kind Balſam-Tree, whoſe healing wounds 
q weep ſfoveraign Balſam to cure thoſe that {| 
s made rhem: that he ſhould interpoſe his _ 


own Breaſt to receive in thoſe Arrows of 
Vengeance aimed at: us z. and that while 
| _ profeſling 
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8Q. The Commanions 
profeſſing ovr ſelves his Enemies, and pro: 
claiming War-againſt him; to ſpare our 
hres, loſe His own; that he ſhould ſo love us, 
as to give himſelf for us, is ſuch a ſo loving 
25,45 makes the higheſt Hyperbole dwindle in- 
to a Meioſts, PO eir g © 1D: 

He loved rs unto Death. No. ſooner born 
than Perſecuted; nor circumciſed than deſign'd 
for the ſlaughter. Behold the God' of Hei 
ven flying in a Womans arms from the 
rage of a mortal man : The God of H/7ael 
driven to be nurſed ont of the boſom of 
his Church. He that made the Heaven of 
Heavens, ſubjeC& to, if not buſity working 
- in the. homely Trade of a poor Foſter-fa- 

ther. The omwzer of all, poſſeſſing nothing, 
but the puniſhment due-unto our ſins.. He 
thatcommands the Devils to their Chains, Þ 
tranſpor:e], and tempted by that« pre- 
fumpruous Sprrieg. God alk-ſafficient, expo- 
fed to hunger and thirſt, wearinefs ' and 
danger, 'griet' and contempt, reproaches, 
affronts, and calumnies 3 blaſphemed of 
thoſe WE.oſe God he had always been in a 
peculiar manner; ſtreightned in the womb, 
vexed” in the World, abafed from- the 
Cratch to- the - Crols, rejefted by Churles, 
. perſecuted by Wretches, tempted by Re- 
probates-z and yet the Son of man muſt ſuſfer 
many things, be fold and caught, _— and 
G , rag- 
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Morning Dreſs. \ 8x 
dragged, arraigned and condemned, ſtript 
and ſcourged, reviled and beſmeared, pier- 
ced and gored, and then ?t z« finiſhed, Thou 
ſeemeſt now ( O bleſſed Redeemer ) to have ' 
finiſhed in thy Paſſion, what thou hadſt con- 
tinually ſuffered in the whole courſe of thy 


Life, How many ſlaves under the vaſlallage 


of an enemy, Fre better than thou, from 
ungratefnl - Zan whom thon camefſt to 


| ſave? Thy whole life: was but a continual 
| Paſſion, thy Birth and Death but one pro- 
| tracted Act ;, Chriſtmas-day, and Good- Fri- 
| day but the Evening and Morning ' of thy 
| Paſſion ;- thou found'ſt a Golgotha even in 


Bethlehem ; others die Martyrs, but. thou born 


| one among Beaſts,and lived among worſe, as 
| well as died among Thieves, Bleſſednels is 
made not Earth only but woe,to bring Earth 


from” woeto Bleſledneſs. 


| - Behold him now ( O my Soul ) hanging 


upon the Croſs (and thy Sins putting him 


Into that gore) ſaying, weep not for me that - 
| endures it, bat weep for your ſelves that cauſe 
{It : read .in me the cruelty of your ſins; ſee 
| how. barbarouſly they have uſed me, chow 
{ miſerably 1 -am torn and wounded by you: 
y how -many thorns in this Crown of thorns 
x are your ſins? how my blood, with my 
warmeſt love runs out to fetch you home 


to God. O my Head, my Side, my _— 
an 


8Q.  'The Communions 
profeſſing our ſelves his Enemies, and pro: 
claiming Warcagainit him; to ſpare our 
hres, loſe tis own; that he ſhould ſo love us, 
as to give himſelf for us, is ſuch a ſo loving 
25, as makes the higheſt Hyperbole dwindle in- 
toa Meioſts, Oe 9a. ig 40 1402 

He loved ms nnto: Death. No ſooner :bory 
than Perſecuted; nor circumciſed than deſign'd 
for the laughter, Behold the God' of Hei 
ven flying in a Womans arms from the 
rage of a mortal man : The God of Z/7ael 
driven to be nurſed ont of the boſom of 
his Church. He that made the Heaven of 
Heavens, ſubjeCt to, if not- buſity working 
in the. homely Trade of a poor Foſter-fa- 
ther. The owner of all, poſſeſſing nothing, 
but the puniſhment due-unto our ſins.. He 


that:commands the Devils to their Chains, Þ 


tranſpor:e], and tempted by that« pre- 
fimptuous Spirie. God alk-ſafticient, expo- 
fed ro hunger and thirſt, wearinefs and 
danger, griet' and contempt, reproaches, 
affronts, and calumnies 3 blaſphemed of 
thoſe W.oſe God he had always-been in a 
peculiar manner; ſtreightned in the womb, 
vexed' in the World, abated from- the 
Cratch to- the - Crols, rejefted by Churles, 


perſecuted by Wretches, tempted by Re- | 
Pprobates.; . aud yet the Son of man muſt ſuffer | 


, many things, be fold and caught, bound and 


drag- 
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Morning Dreſs. —- 8x 
dragged, arraigned and condemned, ſtript_ 
and ſcourged, reviled and beſmeared, pier- 
ced and gored, and then ?t z finiſhed, Thou 
ſeemeſt now ( O blefſed Redeemer ) to have ' 
finiſhed in thy Paſſion, what thou hadft con- 
tinually ſuffered in the whole courſe of thy 
Life. How many ſlaves under the vaſlallage _ 
of an enemy, Fare better than thou, from 
ungrateful - Za» whom thou cameft to 
ſave? Thy whole life: was but a continual 


| Paſſion, thy Birth and Death but one pro- 
| tracted Act ; Chriſtmas-day, and Good: Fri- 
| day but the Evening and Morning of thy 
| Paſſion ;- thou found'ſt a Golgorha even in 
| Bethlehem ; others die Martyrs, but. thou born 

| one among Beaſts,and lived among worle, as 


well as died among Thieves. Bleſſednels 1s 


© made not Earth only but woe; to bring Earth 
| from” woeto Bleſledneſs. BS 


Behold him now ( O my Soul) hanging 


upon the Croſs ( and thy Sins putting hum 
| Into that gore) ſaying, weep not for me that + 
| endures it, but weep for your ſelves that cauſe 
| It : read.in me the cruelty of your ſins; ſee 
| how. barbarouſly they have uſed me, chow 
E miſerably 1 'am torn and wounded by you: . 
5 how many thorns in this Crown of thorns 
z are your ſins? how my blood, with my 
s warmeſt love runs out to fetch you home 


to God. O my Head, my Side, my _— 
an 
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4 The Communion 
and my Feet! Look through -theſe gaping 
wounds, into my heart, pierced firſt by 
Love, and then by a Spear for you. Was 
ever any Sorrow, or Love like unto mine ? 


Can I do more thandy for you? will you 


not be perſuaded what an evil and bitter 
thing /# is untome.? Do you not ſee how 
it. rakes into my Side, and tgars my very 
Heart ? how greedily it ſucks my Blood; 
Behold the pits it diggeth, the very print 
of its Nails,ſee the very place where it hath 
thraſt its Spear. Canſt thou hug and im- 


brace bloody Parricides? ſhew any kindneſs Þ 


to: ſo deadly an enemy? harbour them that 
bave uſed me thus? You fay you. are wy. 
Friends ; will you not take my part again 


them? have: not all theſe wounds:mouths 
enough to perſwade. you to fall out; with Þ 
fin? Would you have me uſed thas again ! | 
Could you. ind :in your heart to ſee me once Þ 


more upon a Gibber ? Will you tear open 


my wound (Crucify me) afreſh ? Elſe why Þ 


cannot you-be prevailed with by this ſight ! 


why do you not ſpit in the Face of your Þ 
ſins? do all the deſpite: you can unto, re- 
venge me perfectly upon them? nail them Þ 
unto my Croſs, if you would: have-me em: | 
brace you? _ | 

Oh! I ſigh unto thee for want of Grief | 
for thy grievous ſufferings ; Q that 1 could 

| '- turn| 
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Morning Dreſs. 
turn my ſelf into tears, that I might waſh 
the wounds that I have made! ſeeing thou 


diedſt-for my ſins, how ought I to deſpiſe 
my ſelf, who haxe ſo cruelly offended and 


| tormented thee? who am the very party 


whoſe offences have brought thoſe miſera- 
ble torments and death upon'thee? Oh 
how mult this needs irreconcile, and ingage 
me fo purſue them to death , that in the eye 
of all the World brought ſo great ſhame, 
and pain, and amazement on the Lord of 


' Life and Glory ? Oh, that all my ſinful 
| paſſions, my corrupt affeCtions and inclina- 


tions, may now receive their mortal wound, 


' never to live again ! Oh, that the thoughts 


of my dying Redeemer, the ſight of yonder 


| blood, the ſeeing but the Image of his 


Death may fill me with courage and Reſo- 


lution, actually to mortify every Luſt ,. as: 
| before they were virtually Crucified uport 


his Groſs, by the meritoriouineſs of his 


death! Oh, that I may never ſuffer thens 


to live more, when 1 conſider, that, becauſe. 


| of them Chriſt died ! Oh,. that I may be 
| prick'd and wounded at the heart, when 1n; 
| that mirrorI look upon him whom I have 


pierced to the ſhedding of his hearts blood / 


| Oh, that I may offer up unto -him the Sacri- - 
i ficeofa broken and a contrite heart , 


for 


thoſe Sins he made his Soul an Offering = 4 
at 
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that Sin may not reign in'my mortal Bo- 
_ dy, that I may not obey it in the Luſts there- 
= | | 

And now what remains , but 
Enas in that 1 renew a quick and- lively 
going, ſenfeof the Ezds of this Kighr, and 
of »1ne1n-going, and what lies hid 
under the-Ceremony ? Oh my Soul! whither 
art thon going? what is that Table which | 
ſee yonder ſprezdfor vs; and what 1s thy 


_ Ehief deſten in going to it ? what means that Þ 
broken bread that is provided? for what end Þ 
' was that Body Crucified? do men ule to Þ 


drink a Cup of Blood ? Oh,let me know the 
| bottom 'of this Myltery ; let me-enter into 
this ſecret, and my own heart's! * 


Renouncing my own Righteouſneſs and Pre- Þ 


pavarion; in thy name, merits, mediation , 
ftrengrh and Righteouſneſs; in obedience to 


thy. command and thy Followers Practice;to 
renew my Covenant with thee; to commemo- | 
rate and be affefted with thy death; toown Þ 
and encreaſe my Spiritual Union and Com- 
munion with thee, and thy Members; to fur- 
ther my: joy in the Holy Ghoſt, peace of Gon- 
ſcience, and hopes of Eternal-Life ; for the Þ 
nouriſhmentof my Soul;to get power againlt Þ 
my ſins; to act, excite, and ſtrengthen my | 


graces; to.make freſh applications .of thy 
blood ; to have the Covenant.of Grace, with 


all. | 
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Morning Drefs. 3%; 
all its Bleſſings ſealed unto me; -/ go unto thy * 
Jable. O ſtir np in me thirſting deſires af- 
ter, and ſtrong ExpeCtations to receive theſe 
bleſſed ends and benefits, and do thou make 


them good -unto me. 


Oh how weak, how imper- 
feCt are my graces! here | fee and To | ftreng- 
know but in part, and therefore then the 
love and obey, but in part. Oh 7nner man. 
how many temptations, adverſaries, difi- 


| culties aſſault me ! How ſeldom havel a Will 
| to do good? and when I would do good e- 
| vil is preſent with me. Al am, or have,or 
| can do, is from thee, {o due unto thee, but 
| all ſtill unworthy of thee; yet how heartleſs 


and contracted is that /irtle all of ſervice l do 


{ thee? I pray as if afraid to be heard, wear, 


as if unwilling to be ſaved, communicate as if 


| loth to receive thee, ſerve thee, as if I 

| would not pleaſe thee. And therefore I go 

| to thy Table, where is ſet forth proviſion ſui- 

| table and ſufficient to nourilh my inner manz 

| where are rendred moſt familtarly and ef- 

| fectually his Fleſh and Blood, meat and drink 
| indeed. Oh! that may have ſuch expeCta- 

) tions of Spiritual Life from hizz, as I have 
Z of Temporal Life from my food! and ſo eat 
8 his Body and drink, his Blood, receive, digeſt, 


and_ improve, feed upon, and Spiricually ap- 
ply Chrift as incarnate, and in his ſufferings, 
| a that 


_ i448 423.47 > OS ay 61 > P 


86 'The Communion 


that I may find and receive refreſhment and | , 
ſweetneſs, quickning ſtrength, and life 
from him, and may liveby him, and in him, ; 
and he in me. Oh,that by the power of thy i ; 
Spirit accompany ing the Ordinance, I may p 
partake yet more and more of a new,a divine 

Nature: that'I may find ſtrengthand vigourſſj , 
diffuſed through my whole man; and receive j; 
ſome Communications of that Light, andÞÞ,, 
Life which Chriſt came into the World / 
that his People might have, and that they Þ ;; 
might have it more abundantly. Oh, that his, 
Death anc. Reſurretiion may have their power #; 
and efficacy upon me , Crucifying my Luſt q 
and Paſſions, and raiſing meup to all the; 
acts of the Spiritual Life. Oh, that ſome.Þ 
thing may be done this day againſt my Pride © 
and Paſſion, Worldlineſs and Carnality,ÞÞ + 


_ . Hypocriſy and Uncharitableneſs, Doubt-E 


ings and Unbelief, diftruſtful Fears and yy 
Diſcontents, Backwardnels. and Indiſpoſi-Þ x, 
tion to, Liſtlefneſs, Dulnelſs, and diſtrattion on 
in Duty. Oh, that I may find my HeartÞ 5 
thereby drawn nearer to, and carried outÞ th 
with more unweariedneſs and chearfulneſte 
in thy Service. Let me come from thence 
with my Pardon Sealed, my Corruption 
ſubdued, my Graces quickned, ſtrengthned, 
and confirmed; my #Hearr enlarged, my 
Soxl refreſhed and encouraged to run the 
ways 


an 


wW 


Morning Dreſs. 87 


ways of thy Commandments , and fo 'in- 
ſeparably united to thee, that no Tempta- 
\ I iior may be able to diſſolve the Urioz; but 
) Þ that being begun here in Grace, it may be 
7 Þ perfect in Glory. | 
cl How painfn} and intole- To maintain Uni- 
IB rable is'the obſcuring and —_ pron gar 
© interrupting of our Union 57r” CPF, a7 
1 and Communion with Chrift 3; th 
UE { our Heaven upon Earth?) Therein we 
TÞ injoy his Perſon and all comfortable relati- 
SB ons to it: his death, and all the ſaving 
I} fruits, privileges, and influences of ir. 
[5B To maintain and- increaſe, evidence and in- 
he Joy it, I receive the Cup of Bleſſing which 
Ewe bleſs, the Communion of the Blood of 
dE Chriſt; and the Bread which we break, 
/;Þ the Communion of the Body of Chriſt; to 
BE my Soul, my Faith, yea even to my out- 
nd ward Senſes, ſignifies, ſeals, and inſtru- 
[1-Þ mentally exhibits my Spiritual Communion 
og with Chriſt in and through his Death. 
ty Thereby 1 partake of , and am nouriſhed by 
uy that Bread and Cup,  Oh;that he being uni- 
| ted to me in theſe holy Myſteries, may 
comfort , rule, and dire&t me in all my 
ways; and his Spirit turn me into his Image, 
and likeneſs! Oh, that I may there find him 
whom my Soul loveth! There are the 
ſigns, but where are the body and blood of my 
Saviour, 


Wy 
py 
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Saviour, the. Lamb for a Sacrifice? I go 
Tot for the Bread and Wire, but to ſee Feſun, 


'Whar are the Elements without thy preſence? 
O what wilt thou give me, if I go from 
thy- Table Chriſtleſs? Let him kiſs me with 
tae kifles of his Mouth, ( afford Expreſli- 
ons of histender affection and, reconciliati- 
on to. my Soul ) for thy love. 1s better than 
wine, | 

— OT RIIY > If we forſake Communion 


zncreaſe Spiri- with our fellow Aember:, 


ual Union and = how can- we maintain it 
SN - c* with our Head? W hat need 
DW © . then havel (eſpecially on, 
when ſo many diviſions, and diſagreements) 
of, and to that end go tothis Ordinance, 
which tends ſo much to unite -and knit to- 
gether the disJointed Members of Chrilt ; 
for we being many are ohe- Bread and. one 
Body , for we are all partakers of that one 
Bread ; and hereby profeſs to be. one, and 
to walk as fellow-members in Chriſt with 
al Chriſtian love and tenderneſs towards 
one another. Oh let my heart be enlarged 
towards them, my delight in them, (for 
their relation to thee and thy Image upon 


them) let me ſympathize with, have af 


fellow-feeling of, intereſt my ſelf in their 
ſeveral ſtates and conditions 3 rejoicing 
' with thoſe that rejoice, and weeping with 

Sa thiole 


Morning Dreſs. 8. 


thoſe that weep. Seeing thou haſt ſo loved 


us, ler me be perfectly reconciled to every 
man ; letevery ſpark of anger, envy, and 
malice be utterly extinguihed; remembring, 
he that comes in hatred to thy Table, is a 
Tudas to Chriſt, and a Cain to his Brother, - 

' Through the Death of Chriſt _ 5, 6004. 
my Sins are pardoned, My ate Chriſt's 
reconciliation with God ob- Death. 

tained, his Curſe removed, T 

the enemies of my Salvation ſubdued, my E- 
ternal Salvation and Inheritance obtained,my 
deliverance from worſe than Egyptian Bon- 
dage procured, the new Covenaat eſtabliſh- 
ed, all my mercies parchaſed, conveyed, and 
Sanctified : yet” how unthankful for, how in- 
ſenſible, forgetful of it am | ? ſo greatly un- 
grateful, as to bury in oblivion the great- 
elt expreſlion of his infinite lo ve-17- honour of 
bin,to makea ſ{olemn rehearſal of his famous - 
AQts, to, ſpeak of the glorious honour of his 
Majeſty, and to talk of his power : I go unto 
that laſting Monument and Memoraial., to 
ſew forth his Death till he come, Oh let me 
Celebrate it with an; afteCtionate, fiducial, 
thankful,and obed'iential Remembrance;with 


{2 raviſh'd Heart filFd with a gracious com- 


poſition of joy, and ſorrow, love, and admi- 

ration; with ſuch Reſentments as befit fo. 

ſtrange an object, that 1 may defire;, and re- 
jOLcC 


-q0 - :Zhe Communiow 
-Joice;'mourn, and tremble, bein ſuchamix- 
ture of Paſſions as may even intimate the con- 
fuſion that was in the World - at his ſuffe- 
rings, make ſuch deep and laſting-Imprefli- 
onsthereof on my. Soul, 2s if this were the 
very day he ſuffered. Let meinot conclude 
 Thave received Chrij?, till Ihave remembred 
him, ſo as:to afteft _my heart with love to 
him, deſireafter him, faith and joy im him, 


-andſorrow for my {ins,the cauſe of his ſuffe- 


ing, Let me think of it as an Hiſtory to 
improve-my knowledge,as a Goſpel to beget 
my Faith, as an Exampleto provoke my pa- 
tience, as a berzfit to procure my happineſs, 
Oh that I may ſo remember him at his Ta- 
ble, on his Crois that he may not. forget 
me on his Throne, in his Kingdom. Lift up 
my-mind from the contemplation of him as 
he hung upon the Tree, to himas he ſits now 
i 'Glory at thy right Hand, making inter- 
ceſſion for me, preſenting to thee the inva- 
luable merits of his Death, to appeale thee 


© . for the ſins I commit daily againſt thee. 


To have my perſo- , By Teaſon of my infirmt- 
wal clatm and ti> TUES, MY eareleſneſs , my 
zle ro cthenew'Co- ſms, how apt am Ito doubt 
venant cleared. * the pardon of them, and my 
. #mereft jn thy love? The ſteams of Cor- 
ruption riſing up in me , interrupt the 
light, and luſtre and evidence -of my future 


pollel-| 
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oſlaionand ſupgeſt matter of diffidence 
. Land qpaens. ; thatmy hopes hitherto have 
. | been ungrounded, my- Faith Preſumption, 
- | my claim £9, and propriety in Chriſt uncer- 
e Þ tain, if not quitedeſperate, But he hath ſhed | 
e || bis blood-meritoriouſly to-procure' it z and 
d I'go tothe Ordinance as thou haſt appoin- 
off tedit, to have my pardon, and intereſt in 
his blood ſealed and aflured unto me z and to 
- | renew my Engagements and Reſolations, 
o Þ that1niay be tyed faſter to thee with new 
t | Cords of thy love; and that-it may be'more 
> þ impoſſible- for -me to unlooſe my ſelf from 
s, | thy ſervice. © make the- Ordinance effeCtual 
2-|| to * thoſe bleſſed ends and purpoſes for 
et | which thon haſt 'appointed it!  Ler it be not 
pf only a /ign to repreſent, but an Inſtrament 
35 || to convey Chriſt with-the power and virtue 
w [| of his Death *#nto-me-3 and a feal to aſſure 
r. | me off my intereſt in - 'the Covenant /; that in 
a- || thoſe holy Myſteries T may not only comme- 
ee | morare but effeCftually' recerve my bleſſed Sa- 
viour, { thou may 'ſt communicate to 'me thy 
1i- | ifYand all the Benefits of hisPaſſion 5 and 
ny þ have not. only-a Repreſentation, Hut'a Fnry 
bt pation-of him in the Sacrament -; toc the: ont- 
my ward Adminiſtration of it, join the” inward 
or-Ij Seal-of thy Spirit. 
theſl Thon knoweſt all my corrupticns, ad 
ure temptations, wants, ſweaknelſles,- and im-. 
el: -E 2 per- 


= 
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perfeCtions,-poverty and nakedneſs , trou- 
bles and dangers ;+how. often 1 am tempted 
and defiled,  grieved and indiſpoaled ;- what 
ſtrong corruptions to-be: ſubdued and; mor. 
tified, - languiſhing graces +to;;he ;quickned 
and ſtrengthned, . faint; purpoſes;:4nd;'reſo- 
lutions to be enlarged and confirmed. In 
confidence of thy great goodneſs; faith- 
fulneſs, and mercy, 1 thy- Creatnre,: come 
uato thee my Creator ; thy Son, unto thee my 
Father ; thy Servant ,' unto, thee y: Lord; 
in danger, unto: thee --y. Savior, needy, 
unto thee the Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth; 
_ diſeaſed, unto thee the only Phyſician; un- 
clean, unto thee the Foxntain of Grace and 
Mercy ; deſolate, unto the Ged of all Cor 
ſolation ;;. guilty,blind, lifeleſs, unto thee the 
Anthor, the Father of 'pardon,  Laght,, Life, 
and Salvation. ,; Oh heal me of . the gail: of 
my-ſns by. the merit of thy Blood, of the n 
power .and corruption of -my ſins by the 
efficacy of thy Spirit. .Inflame my. coldneſs 
with the fire of thy Love; ſoften my hard- - 
neſs with the dew of thy grace ; enlighten r 
my Blindneſs with a beam of ' Light from _: 
Heaven: 3- anoint the Eye of my Soul with + 
Eye-ſalve that I may ſee; clear up ſpiritual -; 
things to my apprehenſion; heal all the th 
_ diſtempers,. eaſe all the pains, ſupply all v1 
the neceſlities of my Soul, Make me "a 

uym- 
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humble,  BIYTRnenly, confident, and be* 
at fievingZANthy' Houſe with'thy ow 'Glory* 
Stind or” aria” diſtince behind the Wall» 
od few 'thy 'ſelf through ' the Lattice of thy 
Ordinance : let me ſee the outgoings of 
my God, and my King in his Sanctuary. 
1 | Let me not come unto thee, -nor go from 
thee without thee. ' Oh take this ſeaſon of 
2 coming in'apon my Soul z beſtow more of 
4 thy ſelf 'upon''me 5 change me into thy 
1 | likeneſs, lifr up my heart unto thee in Hea- 
J ven, turn all earthly things unto me to bit- 
terneſs; contempt, and oblivion. Be thon 
14 | y meat and drink, my hope and ſtrength, 
| iy ſhield and portion, my honour and glory, 
he ny loveand j joy, my delight and ſolace, only 
fe feet ento my taſte,trom henceforth and 
, jor ever. 
\ Theſe are the mercies thou haſt promiſed to 
he fly people, haſt bidder them to a5R,art wort 
to convey by thy Ordinance, Theſe are the Le- 
d. gaſes left; me by my Saviours Will, whereof 
thou aft Extctror:his prayer,and promiſe,his 
bleſſing; and Inſtitution, are ingaged to pro- 
y cure them for'all believing Receivers : for 
theſe things therefore which thou then gran- 
tedſfhim,do1 come into,and wait upon thee 
a1jfy ffiis day;with no lower aims go I to thy Ta- 
ble : 'with Juch' precious things is our Lord 
wont to feaſt his Gneſts; and of his infi- 
— nite 
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nite fulneſs it 1s, that, 4, hoperto partici: 
pate:z through him to; be, trengrhned with 
might in; the inner-manz ; even; t0;be made 
{trong by the grace, that. 1s. in Chriſt: Jeſus. 
Thou haſt-provided for my Soul as well as 
Body.; ſhall there be Bread enough in my 
Fathers Houſe, -and I here periſh. for hun- 
ger? Pertains it not to thee to; keep in re- 
Pair that habitation thou haſt ,made for thy 
ſelf? 'Will it tend tothy honour who haſt 
begun to. build, to leave-the workmanſhip 
of thine own hands, as if.not able to finiſh? 
muſt not the food and _- author, of . our 
Spiritual Life, nouriſhy ang-cberifh, redrels 
in #$Oh ! will the. head Ict, a; Member pe- 
Tiſh ? ſhall a branch "wither - for.. want. of 


Juice? he is the true vive, we the branches, Þ 
thou: art the © Husbandman, haſt ordained Þ 
Lim to be the- root, fountain, and: ſapport 
of all Spiritual furniture, grace and. fruit- þ 
fulneſs to'thoſe implanted in him : Ol-of | 
his fulneſs of Grace communicate to. me , 
for without him I can do nothing accepta- Þ 
ble to thee! Art not thou as willing to-be- Þ 
ſtow the fruit of thy blood- upon us, as to 
ſhed it for vs ? Haſt not. zo, who, once fo Þ 
readily healed diſeaſes,. cured albthat came Þ 
unto thee, as-much compaſſion to-Soul as Þ 
Fody ? Art thou not as mercifgl,,as tender; 
as | 


[1 


*. the - decays, uphald the. frame of it 


2-able, as willing to helps ever? If ( as I 
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hope ) thox wilt, thou canſt make me clean,. 
and ſupply my wants ; outward- means 


- without thee cannot , yet here thou haſt 


bid, I attend waiting -for_the deſcent of thy 
holy Spirit : Oh ſay unto me be it unto thee 
even as thoy, wilt ? yea, even as thou wilt 
Egracious Lord,) who art ever readily, and 
ſtrongly inclined to do thy people good. Oh 


let me-be to refre{h'd and. ſtrengthned with 


that. Spiritual Banquet, that I may cheer- *_ 
tally walk on. my way to Glory, through 
mim Who is both Sacrifice and Prieſt, the 
Feaſt and Maſter of it, invites us to, and. 


| feeds us by himſelf, towhom with thy Blef- 


ſed Majeſty, and Holy Spirit be aſcribed all 
Honour, Glory and Praiſe, now and for e- 


5, ver. Amen, ” 


Going to Church: | 


| hae away my Soul ! let us-g0 : ( oh 


that Il may! ) Sec how he loved ws, how: 


| dear weare unto. him, how nearly related 
| heisuntous. Let us go die with, and for 


him ; diſclaim whatſoever is againſt him, 
renew our Covenant with him, conſecrate. 
ourſelves wholly to him, that we will ne- 
ver leave not forſake him. We were nnwor- 
thy he ſhould ſpeak to us, ot laok upon us ;. 
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he comes unto us, dwells with us in our na- 
ture: unworthy. of the crumbs that fall 
from the Table he hath ſpread for all Crea- 
tures : and behold he calls us to one fur- 
niſhed with the richeſt of bis Bleſſings. Oh 
that | may find him whom my Soul loveth ! 
. .oh that he would ſpeak comfortably, ſa- 
vingly, effeftually, ſenſibly, unto me! that 
my heart may burn within me while he 
talketh with me, and openeth unto me his 
love and affetion, thoſe holy myſteries, 


and my underſtanding. His ſweat and blood 


( oh, my Soul) drowned not his affe&1ons to 
us, his Compaſſion brake through his Paſſion, 
in the ſame night, ( which was ſo full of an- 
guiſh and dolour to his Soul ) wherein he was 


tho 


\ rors and ſufferings were ready to invade 


| him; when this Diſciples were ready to 


betray, forſake,-er deny him ; #njurics from 
men, ready to load him; and the Jnftice of 
God upon fin to be demonſtrated on him; 
he :then even forgot his own miſeries, to 
remember and diſpenſe his mercies to us; 


and. to providethis Banquet for us 3 conti- Þ 
-nually to preſent himſelf to us, leſt after Þ 
| he had endured ſo much for us, 'we ſhould Þ 
forget or diſtruſt his love unto us. Oh how | 


was he burned between two fires, the fire 


betrayed ; when death was in ſight, and all 
4 unſpeakable fears and ſorrows, ter- | 
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of his AfeQions to'us) and that of his Af- 
filtions for us ! Ar':rhat time 'wherein "men 
were deſigning the. eteateſt cruelty againſt 
him, was he beſtowing the greateſt courte- 
fe and gift on us ;-himſelf leaving us a le- 
gacy, a'pledge at parting: of his deareſt 
love; frronger thars Death, *that' held him on 
the Croſs | to -finiſh'our Salvation, wher 
Death:conld not! hold him in-the grave. Be- 
fore he gave himſelf to be: crucified for us, 
he prov:des an ordinance the means of his 


| communicating hinifelf to- us : he gives. us 


inthe Gacranitnn, what hedid and gave,pre- 
pared and-parehaſed for us 6n the Croſs. 
Olrthe infinite /oveof God, that he would 
give his' own Son ; and of Chriſt that he 
would ſo gractouily come and faye us, and 


| leave us thoſe remembrance and tokens of 


his love! *thit- he ſhowld die for us when he 


| was on-Earth;be ſo mindful of, and nou-. 


riſh us with himſelf now'he” is'in Heaven 
0: wonderfal myſtery, that the: Body -of 
Chriſt now reigning in Heaven, ſhould be 
laid upon the Table z, that the Author of 
Eife ſhould become the Fread* of Life ; thar 


| Bader the brokenforms of Bread and Wine 
| whole Ch#if# ſhould: be conveyed to-every 
| Believer !* His Perſonal Union is with- the 
| ſingle nature , but 'his myltical, with every. 
Believers: -_ Th rg 15-the repreſentati ve. 


p_ 
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of the Subſtance, 'the /ign-of a Covenant, 
the ſeal of a. Purchace, the figure. of a Body, 
_"the Wizneſs of our Faith, the earxeſt of our 
Hope, the prefexce of things diſtant, the 
fight of things abſent, the taſte of things 
niiconceivable; the knowledge of things that 
are -paſt kyowledge: a-ſeal of our Sayiour's i 
engraving, whoſe ſuper ſcription» is", Chriſt's 

loving us, whoſe [mage js Chriſt dying for 

us, whoſe deed is Chrift's New Teſtament 

confirmed to us. In the gr we bave the | 
1mage, in the ſeal the benefit of Chriſt's Bo- | 
dy ; in the ſign we ſee, in the ſeal. we: by Þ 
Faith receive him. . The Bread and Wine are 

but the d;ſhes-ip which this Feaſt (not-of the 
belly but mind ) is ſerved up; not the: Feaſt 
it ſelf. Faith cats not the Bread, but the i 
breaking of it ;. drinks not the Wize, but the 

pouring, of it forth, the myſteres thereby 

repreſented. The eating, of Chriſs's fleſh, and, Þ 
drinking his blood, is nothing clie;but, «7 at 
of Faith terminated upon him -as our Mediator 

and Redeemer, The participation of his Body. Þ 
and Blood for ſtrength and refreſhment, 
(ſweet to Faith! as meat and drink is to hun- 
ger ) could. not be better ſhadowed forth Þ 
than by Bread and Wine; - compriſing - all Þ 
ſorts of. Spiritual Proyvifion for- our. inner | 
man : and Faith-1is to-the'Soul what natoral *: 
heat is to the Body,.by virtue of __ 


_y 


| worthy Communicants ; 
| waſhing with it is Baptiſzz,- not: Bread. and-. 
Wine. 02 the. Tableare a Sacrament. but 
| cating and drinking them ;, which, if they be 
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Going to Church. 


nouriſhment. They preſent and confirm 
Chriſt to us as the moſt needful, beneficial, 


and perfeft nouriſhment of the - New man, ' 


2S Bread and Wine are ſuch unto the Body, 
j..c. that Chriſt Crucifed preſerves us from 


| eternal death, and is unto. us- the Fountain 
of Spirftual and Eternal Life. Believe and* 


thou haſt eaten ; Chriſt is preſent with, but not 


inthe Bread and Wine, but to the faithfal 


Recejver ;, not in the Elements,” but to, the 
nat ..water but 


atts of Faith (the hand and mouth of the 


| Soul) the Bread and Wine as really convey 


2nd unite whole Chriſt with the vital in- 


| fluences that proceed from kim to: the Soul, . 
| as the hand doth them to. the mouth, or- 
| the mouthrto the ſtomach. Whatſoever we- 
| may expett of bodily. ſtrength or Repara- 
tion from: Bread and Winez we may: 
| expect from Chiiſt for our. Squl.; life 
| maintained, grace quickned, deadneſs en- 
| livened, reſolutions enabled, hope erected, 


faith ſtrengrhned, luſts ſubdued , all which 
are conſequent upon our union. with Chriſt 
and intereſt in the Coverarnt,renewed and rati- 


fied to-his People by Chriff's Death,and ſealed * 
| | ta: 


- 
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x00. Going to Church. 
_ tothem in the Sacrament. In the Word we 
have a promiſe, here a pawn or pleape of him. 

Lift up your head therefore,O ye gates 
of my Soul, and be yee lifted up -ye everla- 
ſing doors, and the King of Glory ſhall come 
mm: And be aſſured fuch additions of grece 
as thou art fitted for, and infinite wifdoni 
ſees meet to deal out, ſhall be conferred up- 
on thee. : : 

Fear not, charge thee do not faint ; let 
not thy weakneſs, thy poverty, thy inability 
difcourage thee; all have not Talents alike; 
a Soul richly adorned with love and -raviſh- 
ing . delights is not given to all, and ex- 
pected only from thoſe to whom it is given, 
Be thy attire whole, ſincere, clean, and 

white, fyee from ſpots of the Fleſh and 
- Spirit, though not fo inflamed with Heaven 
as thy Brethren's; thou wilt be welcome. 
Thy God and Saviour will not ask , How 
_ cameſt thou in bither, not having on a Weading 
Garment: He knows thy heart, and ſees 
thou haſt it. He will not break the bruiſed 
Reed, nor .quench the ſmoaking Flax, till 
he ſend forth judgment unto viftory. Walt 
'thou-( my Soul )diſhonour that price by thy 
doubts and fears, which God hath made 
 ſufficient-for all the World ? Cannot hat 
Sacrifice which appeaſed the Divine Wrath, 
 fatisfy thee? What manner of Gzeffs were 


thoſe | 


bn ted fied @& @& 
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At the Lord's Table. rot 
thoſe he commanded to be brought in to the 


"Wedding Sxpper ? but ſuch 2s were found in 


the Streets and Lanes, tne Heazes and High- 
ways z the Poor and the Maimed, the Lame, 
the Halt,and the Blind; Hunger. ſtarved, for- 
torn, undone loſt Wretches 

© bleſſed is the Man whom thou chuſeſt, 
2nd cauſeſt to approach unto thee,that they 
may dwelt in thy Courts! We (hall be ſa- 
tisfied with the goodnels of thy Houſe, even 


| of thy Holy Temple. 


4t the Ford's 7, F700 


HAT ſhall I render unto the Lord 
V\ for. all his Benefits ? IJ will take the 
Cup of Salvation, andcall upon the Name of the 
Lord. I will pay my vows unto. him-now in the 
preſence of all his People, 


Come forth, Oh my graces ! ſtir up your 
ſelves, be ye lively and aftive before the 
Lord. Awake my Faith, and ſee the Arone- 
ment of zy fiz5 in the broken body of my 
Saviour, the price paying, the ranſom laid 
down, the thing in doing. Awake Keper- 
tance. 2nd hear the ſtrong cries, and ſee the 
doleful Agonies of him that bore our Cha- 


fifements, Awake my Memory, and call to 
| mind. that © Egype wherein I was, and the 


blood | 


x00 Going to Church. 
_. tothem in the Sacrament. In the Word we 
have a promiſe, here a pawn or pledge of him. 

Lift up your head therefore,O ye gates 
of my Soul, and be yee lifted up -ye everlz- 
ſting doors,and the King of Glory ſhall come 
mm: And be aſſured fuch additions of grace 
as thou art fitted for, and infinite wifdom 
ſees meet to deal out, ſhall be conferred up- 
on thee, Se | 

Fear not, 1 charge thee do not faint ; let 
not thy weakneſs, thy poverty, thy inability 
difcourage thee; all have not Talents alike; 
a Soul richly adorned with love and -raviſh- 
ing . delights is not given to all, and ex- 
pected only from thoſe to whom it is given, 
Be thy attire whole, ſincere, clean, and 
white, fyee ' from ſpots of the Fleh and 
Spirit, though not fo inflamed with Heaven 
as thy Brethren's; thou wilt be welcome. 
Thy God and Saviour will not ask , How 
_ cameſt thou in bither, not having on a Wedding 
Garment: He knows thy heart, and ſees 
thou haſt it. He will not break the bruiſed 
Reed, nor .quench the ſmoaking Flax, till 
he ſend forth judgment unto viftory. Wilt 
'thou-( my Soul )diſhonour that price by thy 
doubts and fears, which God hath made 


- ſuffficient-for all the World ? Cannot that | 


Sacrifice which appeaſed the Divine Wrath, 
atisfy thee? What manner of Gzeffs were 


thoſe 
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At the Lord's Table. FOF 
thoſe he commanded to be brought in to the 
"Wedding Szpper ? but ſuch 2s were found in 
the Streets and Lanes, the Hedves and High- 
ways 5 the Poor and the Maimed, the Lame, 
the Halt,and the Blind; Hunger: Karved, for- 
torn, undone loſt Wretches, 

O bleſſed is the Man whom thou chuſeſt; 
and canſeſt to approach unto thee,that they 
may dwelt in thy Courts! We hall be ſa- 
tisfied with the goodneſs of thy Houſe, even 


| of thy Holy Temple. 


At the Ford's Table: yl 


' FT HAT ſhall I render unto the Lord 
V for. all his Benefits ? I will take the 
Cup of Salvation, andcall upon the Name of the 
Lord, I will pay my vows unto. him-now in the 
preſence of all his People, 


Come forth, Oh my graces! ſtir up your 
ſelves, be ye lively and adtive before the 
Lord. Awake my Faith, and ſee the Arone- 
ment of »ry fizs in the broken body of my 


| Saviour, the price paying, the ranſom laid 


down, the thing in doing. Awake Keper- 
tance. 2nd hear the ſtrong cries, and ſee the 
doleful Agonies of him that bore our Chas 


fifements, Awake my Memory, and call to 


mind - that - Egype wherein I was, and the Ii 
blood | 


roz2 At the Lord's Table. 
bload- of- the- Paſſover, which. removed the 


deſtroying” Angel from my Soul. Now let 


the Altar ſmoak 'with the. Sacrifice of a lo- 
ving heart, inflamed. with the holy fire of 


God's love to me. + Flame,O Love; come ye 


” warm Deſzres, and break with longing. Let 


_ © Fear With all veneration do- its obeifance, 


Come up,ye Daughters of Muſick,and all that 
Ss within me, bleſs-his holy Name. Now the 
wax is warm,Ohlet the Seal be-ſtamped fair, 


that | may ſee the Impreſlionever after. Now | 
that God ſhews forth to me the death of his [þ 


Son for mezlet me ſhew it-forth .to God again 

| by a thankful believing , receiving, as that 

which I ſtick unto;and abide by for:my Righ- 
teouſneſsand Peace with him. | 

Having liberty, and acceſs with boldneſs 


unto the Throne of Grace by the Blood of 


Feſus, the High. Prieſt of our Profeſſion, let 
us draw near with a true heart, infull afſu- 
rance of Faith, having our hearts- ſprinkled 


from an evil conſcience and our bodies waih- 


ed with pure water. 
O thou that provideſt food. for al! Crea- 
tures, and haſt given them to be food for 


. mans. body, and for his Soul, not only thy 
holy Word, but the bleſſed Body and Blood of 
thy Soz-; cauſe all our hearts to- burn with þ 
deſires after thee, who art fo full of love to Þ 


us. Prepare every one by a. full igeftion Eck 


At the Lord's T, ables... LO}. 


of thy: heavenly word , to-receive likewiſe 


this Divine Nouriſhment, Make it- (through 


the: lively operation of thy holy Spirit) 
the bread of ſpiritual Life, and 'Wine of 
ſpiritual comfort to all our Souls. . Cauſe us 
to long; after , .reliſh and ſavour the things 
of God. Let this be the conſtant-language- 
of our Souls, : Lord ,, evermore give us this 
bread. -,Call in, compoie, and ſpiritualize 
all our thoughts at this ſolemn ordinance, 


| Pardon every one that prepareth his Heart 
| to ſeek thee, though he be noe cleanſed ac- 


cording to: the: Purification of the SanCftu- 
ary. -: And,;-Q thou that mad'{t us wpreghr, 
pity. the degeneracy of mankind : deſpiſe not 
the price of thy Son's blood, let it not be as 
water {pilt upon the ground ; convert, di- 
rect, nnite,provide for, take care of, ſupport 
and: comfort-all of them : let--us take a mu+ 
tual. charge! of.one another ;--make us all up 
more and more into the myſtical body of thy 
Son, that we may keep the unity of the Spi- 
rit-in the bond of Peace.. Aﬀord us thy Gofſe 
pel in its power and purity, liberty and effi- 
cacy $1o long as the Sun and Moon:endu- 


| reth.; - iLet us: never want Magiſtrates and 
| Paſtors after thy own. heart,which ſhall pra- 
| tet; ;encourage thy people, and: feed them 
| with knowledge and underſtanding: : . 


” i 


See. 
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'LO4 HENS Lord's Table. 
© 20 4% -” See (my Soul) thy Saviour; 
' On'th# Com? -with what-a handfith-of his 
Erapucadeeſe- - Diſciples that lay” in comman 
(ron "m_ with the reſt of the World, 
F100. S by nature Children of wrath, 
even/a$ others ; - born+ in the 
Cane ſtats of diſtance-from hitn, and wich 
the ſame +principles of enmity: againſt” him, 
Oh!” Whar 'is this that is: 'come to paſs? 
| how is it that thou manifeſteſt thy elf to 
vs, and not unto the: World? Wheat mo- 
ved thee to make a difference, where thou 
foundelt noxe # Why were we! not 'tnade 2 
prey of divine revenge; 'and/periihed: not in 
ur -enmity ' againſt” thee? 'why* wert” thou 
- n9t provoked by our obſtinacy, malice, and 
untelief, beyond +th: poſſibility of” an 
Atonement? Why haſt thou ſo long faifer- 
ed our injurious difreſpeds,'.andunkind re 
pulſes of a merciful Saviour;and:perfwaded 
tiilthou overcame and made vs yield 2 VWhy 
haſt thou not cut off all our Hopes of a blet- 
&d immortality., + who have-paid--ſo great 
bounty wich contempt, '{o many benefits 
with.ingratitude, ſo-jnexpreſſible love with 


oblivion, neglett;and hatred ??Ohwhat haſt | 
thou done? 'What haſt ithou! not .done-and [FV 
ſuffered for-us?.-why: wouldeſtthow buy ſin: - 


ful duſt with thy own: Blood ?:Redeem our 


w—_ by the ſhameful death of Glory and 
Immortality | 
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At the Lord's Tatle, 105 
Immortality it ſelf ? put thy ſelf, that got 
nothing by making the World, to more 
charge than: all of it is worth, to redeem the 
worſt part of it, falſe» man? Who can con- 
ceive whither we had precipitated ourſelves, _ 
and to what thou haſt exalted us? to be fpe- 
(tacles,even gritefnl to God, who were mon- 
ſters of horrour ; laid in his boſom, who 
were in the Arms of the Devil; worthy his 
imbracements, who were unworthy of his eye; 


| Crowned Kingsof Heaven, who were ſlaves 


condemned to the priſon of Hell; He not 
only pardons our fins, but relinquiſhed his 
Throne ;; loſt his life,” to inthrone us in his 
Kingdom ; beſtows on us his greateſt mer- 
cies, unworthy of tne leaſt; ſets us down as 
Sons at his Table with his Children, who 

are unworthy as Dogs to creep unt ef it 8 
courts us to obedjence,” who might not only 
command us to #t, but inſtantly puniſh our 
diſobedience : promiſes-a reward to ſuch, who 
are ſo far from deſerving ir, that they are 
ſtill provoking him; and glory to ſuch,who are 
more apt to be aſhamed of their dztes, than 
fences, : 


| Oh! how onght we to he tranſported 
with love and*+ thankfulneſs, conſidering” 
who hath choſen us, when, why, whom, 
from, and to what, how long, and how few 
Pbis peculiar care of, and kindneſs unto us ! 
—_— How 
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"*: X06 At the Lord's Table: 
How ſhould the remembrance of this dear 
love of our Lord make- us.burn with ardent 
affections towards one another. ! how ſhall 
we offend oneof thoſe for whom Chriſt died? 
. or deny our ſelves to them, to whom he hath 
given himſelf? ſhall we hate, be envious, and 
uncharitable,, where thou art ſo loving, fo 
liberal,? condemn,. or. deſpiſe the meaneſt, 
when thou. diſtributeſt thy ſelf to all ?- Oh, 
now we ſee thy love to enemies, let all ours 
find us friends! Let no Malice, Heart-bur- 
ning, or Uncharizablenels,. enter in, or any 
more rancqur my. Soul... With all thy- peo+ 

le ler me. intereſt my ſelf, and. own them 


In all their concernments, pity them in all 


- theirquiſeries, be ready to relieve them in all 
theyy wants, to comfort. them in all their 


my | £8, to counſelthem inall their doubts, 
to delight in their Society, bear their infir- 


ities, pardon. all-their miſcarriages, ſtudy 


their welfare, go allthe;good. I canto. Sou! 
and Body.. . hs, 
The Miniſter Now: I ſee the Miniſter at 


at the Table, the Table, to conſecrate the 

”. _- Breadand Wine by Prayer and 
the words of. Chriſts. Inſtitution.: with Joy 
and. Admiration thiak ( my. Soul) -hov 
Ehriſf was ordained and accompliſhed for 
the Office of a Mediator, whom the Father 


fanftified and ſent into the World; -_ | 
=: a 
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| up for us that Son, who! 1s: ſo near untohim; 


At thegLords Table. r07 
for this. cauſe he ſanCtified himſelf as Prieſt, 


' Altar. and Sacrifice for our Redemption , 


ſpiritual Nouriſhment , and eternal Salva- 
tion. The Eternal Wiſdom of-God incar- 
nate: to reveal and communicate. his Wall, 
his Love, his Spirit, his Glory to ſinful, 
miſerable Man. . Oh the immenſity of his 
mercy, and unutteraole treaſures of his 
Grace!. which..neither the provocations of 
our ſins, nor the infinite exactneſs of his 
own: Juſtice, could any way overcome or 
reſtrain, to deſpiſe the works-of his own 


hand,..or not to: compaſſionate the. wretchz 


edneſs. of his Creatures, though it-coft. the 
Humiliation and- Debaſement of the. Son 
of God ! Oh, how great, how amiable ap- 
pears his love and goodneſs, in paſling by 
ſo many offences., and requiring, no fatis- 
fattion from: us,, for ſuch inſufferable 
wrongs, -but . transferring the: puniſhment: 
from us unto: his. own. Son. whoſe. love: 
alſo. was ſo great, that he-would bear our 
iniquities that we might be faved! O how 
could he chuſe a more. obliging, way of 
Redeeming us, . that: hath thus diſplayed: 
the ſevereſt . Juſtice., and. higheſt Mercy ; 


| the. greateſt. hatred of fin-,,; greateſt. love. 


to [finners; .ince. by. thaſe. unequalled.-and. 
unvaluable ſufferings: to. which he delivered 


.that 


108 At the Zords Fable : 


that he” is one with him £ at © -onte mani. 
feſting both how-nach he hated fin,” which 
he ſo heavily. puniſhed*in' the" perfor ' he 
moſt loveq; and how much he loved 'Sin- 
ners, by giving up what he ſo loved, for'y 
ranſom of thoſe that were- guilty of what 
he ſo hated ? And © the miracle, the am:- 


Zing prodigy of this Love!' that Heaven 


ſhould fo condeſcend to Farth, and that 
Man ſhonld be ſo united to God ! that God 
ſhould dwell in' Fleſh, and that this. Fleh 
ſhould be our Food ! That the Son of God 
ſhonld Tove' irs better than his Life, and be 
the meat of vile Worms, of Sinners, of 
Enemies !-that he ſhould make himſelf pre- 

ſent to our Faith ; - and, as if he * would do 
more than ie for us, deſire to live for 
ever in us, and to be united to us ! was e- 
ver-kindneſfs like unto this ? was ever ſuch 
a furnace of-1l6ve burning in-any Breaſt ? 
Gai any heart freeze over ſuch a fire? Oh! 
who can abide 'the heat of this love? who 
can dwell 'in ſuch flames, and not be' con- 
famed ? who'can abide in a great ſenſe 'of 
this love, and abide in the -: Body ? What 


tmſtances ean parallel? what words” can be 


expreflive? 'what' appreheiiſions: can: com- 
memorate? whar raptures” can be ſuffict- 


. . ent for the admiration of 'this ſo" infinite 
love ?* Be" thon ſwallowed:up(-O my Soul.) 
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At the Lord's.Table. IOg9 
in this depth of Divine love, and hate to. 
ſpend thy thoughts any more upon other 
things, that haft ſuch a Saytour to take 
them up. -. ; + = cl nan 
Oh, L ſhake, I tremble, Iam.;, The Miſter 
altogether confounded. at the Weonres Lbs 
approach-of ſo- great a. Gueſt; 7197 To 
Lord, lam not- worchy that thou ſhould'ſt 
come under my roof, or to eat the-crumbs 
that fall from my owr, much leſs by Tas 


ble. Oh; who; am /.* that I ſhonld dare, with 
| myGoriginally, agtually ) defiled hands, to 


receive thoſe high, .thole holy.:Myſteries'? 
that thou ſhouldſt delire to come unto me, 
be entertained by me!. what findeſt thou 
in me, that can invite thee to me ? thou art 
not. ignorant of my moſt vile beginning 
and original ; duſt and aſhes,:; polluted duſt 
and aſhes. Thou knowelt my poverty, my 
need, my impurity. This poor place is a 
far unmeet habitation for thee. Whence is 
this to me, that my Maker, my Redeemer, 


ſhould come unto- me, thus favour, thus 


dignifie me? that thou ſhouldſt be ſo be- 
low thy ſelf, as to look upon fo low, fo 
vain, ſo miſerable a thing as Man, ſuch a 
dead dog as lam? Why have l found grace 


 inthy ſight, that thou ſhonPdſt take know- 
| ledge of me, ſeeing 1 am a Stranger ? Lord 


what am I that thou ſhould'ſt remember 
| | | me 


£70 At theLord*s Table. 
me, be-mindful 'of me, vifit'me; caſt thine 
eye, ſet thine heart. upon me, come 'to || 
marry thy {elf-with-me-? whence comes ic || + 
that thon, who art in Heaven amonglt || 
them that know 1d: well” how-to'love+and |} | 
ſerve thee, ſhould'ſt  condeſcend-to-"me, |þ + 
who know little elſe but ., how”to' -offtend |} | 
thee? Canſt - thou \not- be content to be 
withont me? did thy meer love draw thee 
from Heaven for my ſake, and give thy ſelf 
* for me, to redeem me from my ſins4 -and 
doſt thou ſtill-give thy felf to: me, 'to- be 
the:iſtrengthand healthof my Soul ? + As'if | 
'chou conld'ſt never” give thyſelf enough, 
'or- never be enongh mine ? Oh how am l 
aſtoniſhed at this inconceivable love !- 
that I were able to comprehend it. O that 
1had a thouſand hearts to correſpond\with - 
ir! Obiſtay ( my gracious Lord) for-the full 
- meaſure-of my Love, *cill thaw haſt made 

- me-able to do nothingelſe but love thee ! 
But + fince thou art pleaſed to come and 
offe? thy ſelf to me, my Soul thirſteth for 
thee; 1 humbly ſtretch out my hands unto Þ q 
thee; my longing, gaſping defires, are af- | $ 
ter thee; I open my heart with all humble Þ tj 
thankfulneſs to receive thee, never to be Þþ in 
ſeparated from thee ; for ever to adhere un- | ] 
to thee. ,O enter in and ſtay with me; ſa-Þ 
tisfie my Soul with thy ſelf; fay, 7% day Þ 
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At the Lord"sTable, © 11x 

1 Salvation come unto thy houſe, O be not © 
now offended at the loathſome ſights in a 
Soul ſo ſick and diſeaſed, ſo fnll of filth, 
of rottenneſs and corruption, into. which 
thon art entring. Do not diſdain me for 


thoſe many maladies, but -come and cure 


me. 
The Bread. 


EE ( my Soul ) thy Savicur in the Mini- 


{4D fter, and the berefirs that come by him in 
| the Bread and Wine; believing thoſe with him- 
| f{elfare given thee by h7zz, as really as the E- 


Jements by his Embaſſador, ſayine,{ Take, cat, 
this 15 my Body which 1s broken for your] by 
Faith receive, apply, appropriate me unto 
thy ſelf, Crucified for you. This Bread conlſe- 
crated by me, is the Sacrament of my Body, 
offered as an expiatory Sacrifice for you. 
Hereby I impute my righteouſneſs, impart 
my loving kindneſs, make over and give un- 
to you my whole {elf ( God and Man as Me- 
diator) in my Blood and Merits, Graces and 
Spirit, Virtue and benefits, Obedience, Sa- 


| tisfaCtion, Expiation, Doings and Sufferings; 
| 1n all 1 have, am, or. have purchaſed for you, 
| 1 make yours by gift, and you by Faith, 
| as truly as this is put into your hard ard 
| mouth. Mine were the paifs, the ſufferings 


of 
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of. ct yours the benefit z. mine the 
ſtripes, yours the balm ; mine the thorns 
yours the Crown. Theſe are the holes in 
my . hands and fide, the blood that iſſued 
from-them, yours; the price mine, yours 
the purchace. See here in my wounds your 
fafety, in my ſtripes your healing ; in my 
anguiſh your peace; in my Croſs your 
Triumph. I came out of my. Fathers boſom 
that thou mighteſt lie in Abraham's : .Own 
me. for thy. Lord, who have thus bought 
thee out of ſlavery ; accept me for thy Re- 
deemer, who hath paid fo dearly for thee; 
follow me in the way | have ſhewn thee, 
that I may bring thee to him I have re- 
conciled to thee | Do this in, and for a re- 
membrance of me; ] who, what, for whom, 
why, for what end, with what mind, [ ſof- 
 Fered; what I have done for you, and am un- 
to you. 

' Dear Saviour, biddeſt thou ine, Remem- 
ber thee! How ſhouldI forget thee? how 


can I but remember, but celebrate thee ?. But 


Oh, that I could more affectionately, more 
conſtantly, more effeCtually, remember- thee ! 
with all the paſſionate AﬀeCtions. of a Heart 
full of love to, wholly in love with thee, 
with all zealous Deſires to Glorify thee, 
with all fervent longings after thee , al- 

ways-t0 remember thee, never to forget 


: thee! A 
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thee ! O that the fire of Love would no\ 
kindle and burn in my: Soul ! O that . 
had the Flames of a Seraphim, the Voice of 
an Angel to ſing thy Praiſe! O that I 
could go out of my ſelf when I remember 
thee, and never think of thee without an 
Ecſtacy ! forget and quit all the World to 
live. on thee! the Thoughts of what thou 
haſt done are able to break anHeart of Mar- 
ble with Love, to turn a Rock into a Foun- 
tain of Tears, to unlooſe the Tongue of 


| the dumb, that they may found forth thy 


loving kindneſs. | 
Oh, -after all his foregoing ſufferings, 

ſeeſt, thou himnot ('my Soul) faſtned: to 
the- Croſs, conflicting with his Fathers 
Wrath, groaning under the weight and 
burthen of our Sins? Look how his whole 
Body-is ſtretched and racked, his Hands 
and Feet .bored through, his Side pierced, 
his precious Blood trickles down,and how 
miderably the Thorns pierce 'his Holy 
Head. See how his Looks are changed, his 
Cheeks pale, his Blood going, his Neck too 
weak to ſupport his Head, which liesa dy- 
ing on his bleeding Breaſt. Look how he 
ſhakes and ſtirs his dying. Limbs,. what: 
gaſps and ſighs he fetches, as It bis* Soul: 
was ſtrugling to get out. Hear you:not his 


yea, 
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yea, the Groans-of the Earth under the 
weight of his Croſs ? See the Sun. bluſhing 

-under -a veil of darkneſs , to behold te 
Son of Righteouſneſs under an Eclipſe? 

Can, O-can my Boſom hold, now: 1 fee the 
Janocent Lamb of God, thar:raketh | away 
:the Sins of the World, a:/bleeding. Victim 
on the Purple Altar of 'iDeath? This, ths 
:( my Soul ) might have been the day that 
Thou mighteſt have been the tuffering Aa 
" lefattor, and haye drunk the Cup of the 
Fierceneſs of God's Wrath:z but . there is 
he that hath done it for thee. He harbou- 
_ ed no Grief of his awn, but is acquainted 
with the juſt-and deadly Griefs of others : 

he takes our Sorrows on: him; to beſtow 
upon us his Joy: he ſorrows for us, that 
hath neither cauſe nor likelithood to ſor- 
Tow for himſelf. What bur God's' impla- 
cable Vengeance could inflid?' Whar but 
his all- ſufficient Patience-'could endure ? 
What but Man's heinous Sins deſerve ſuch 
his ſad and wrathful Dolours? Ah finfal 
Wretches /*tis our doings, that he ſaffers; 
our Evil, but his Swart; our Treſpaſs, his 
Puniſhment. His Breaft is made a large re- 
ceptacle for our Cares; his Back a com- | 
 monſupport unto our Load ; he was deli- 


'  vered foronr Offences ; he was flain , but 


hot for himſelf; he bore our Grief, and 
carried 
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carried our Sorrows z he was wounded for 
our Tranſgreſſions ; bruifed for our Ini- 
quities 3 for the Tranſgreſſions of his People 
was he ſmitten. 

Why then are we angry with, rail a- 
gainſt the Fews, and complain not of, find 
no fault with our ſelves, greatlier guilty ? 
they were the /»ſiruments, we the Procurers 
of his Sufferings : their Sins pratifed, ours 
provoked his Death : And were the true,the - 
principal Actors of that woful Tragedy ; 
the Traytors, which by the hards of Fadas 
delivered him np. He that knew n0 Sir, was 


\ made Sin for us, accuſed condemned , exe- 


cuted as a Sinner. We by our Sins impezched 
him; the ſpiteful Prieſts were but our A44- 


 wocates;we by them adjudged and ſentenced 


him. Prat was but drawn in againſt his 


_ Conſcience tobe in that behalf our Spokeſ< 


man, we by them inflicted that heavy Pu- 
niſhment on him. The Roman Executiorers 
were therein hut our Repreſentatives. The 
rude Mulritnde, the filly People were but 
acting our part; our Sins with Clamours 
more loud and importunate than all the . 
Jewiſh Rabble, cryed out, Crucify, erucify 
mim, We pity his abuſed Innocency, bur 


' think not of our Unworthineſs and De- 


ſert : bewail- the event, and redrefs nor 


-the cauſe ; We have as great enmity. a- 


F 2 .  gainſt 
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gainſt his Image, as they againſt his Perſon; 
they griev'd him -in his Body, we in his 
Spirit, and make his Wounds bleed afrefh: 
he takes it as heinouſly we ſhould de/pi/e 
him now, as that they perſecuted him then : 
they were but our Executioners, to inflict 
thoſe Puniſhments our Sins deſerved, and 
God's Juſtice impoſed on him. | 
It was thy Sins ( O my Soul ) were the 

. Aſſociates to crucify him z thy Hypocriſy 
was the Kiſs that betrayed him; thy Pride 
and Covetouſneſs;the Thornsthat Crowned 
him ; thy Oppreſſion and Cruelty the 
Nails that+ pierced him ; thy unbelief and 
Apoſtacy, the Spear that gored him ; thy 
Idolatry, Superſtition, Luke-warmneſs , 
'the Knee that mock'd him; thy contempt 
of Religion, the Spittle that defiled' him ; 
thy Anger and Bitterneſs, the Vinegar and 
 -.Gall that diſtaſted him; thy Scarlet Sins, 
the Crimſon Robe that diſhonoured him: 
my drinking Iniquity like Water, made 
him drink a Cup of Wrath; my forſaking 
my Father, made him forſaken of his ;: all 
the Members of his Body were Objects of | 
ſuch Cruelty, becauſe mine Inſtruments of Þ 
Iniquity. 
OI amthe merit of thy Sorrow, I am | 
the ſtroke of thy Grief, I am the deſert of | 
thy, Death, Iam the offence of thy Re- 
: | : venge, 


% 
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venge, Iamthe Grievouſneſs of thy Pafe 
ſion, I am the cauſe of thy Forment. O 
wonderful conditionof Cenſure! O ineffa- 
- | ble diſpoſition of the Miſery ! the Unjuſt 
fins, and the Juſt is puniſhed : the Guilty 
| tranſgreſles, and the Guiltleſs is ſtricken: 
the Impious offends, and the Pious con- 
> demned ; what the Bad deſerves, the Good 
, | fſoffers; what the Servant perpetrates, the 
> | Lord pays ;z what Man commits, God nn- 
1 © dergoes. Whither, O Sonof God, whither 
deſcends thy Humility ? Whither flameth 
thy Charity ? whither proceedeth thy Pi- 
7 ty? whither increaſeth thy Benignity ? 
. whither reacheth thy Love ? whither co- 
c | meth thy Compaſſion? I have been proud, 
. | thou haſt been humbled ; I have done un- 
1 juſtly thou art puniſhed 3 I have dealt het 
| nouſly, thou art revengefully ſmitten z [ 
have committed the fault, thou art tortu- 
- | red. How much do lowe thee, moſt bleſ- 
> | fed Redeemer? How great is the price 
1 & thou haſt paid for me, miſerable Sinner ? 
fk Oh, I bluſh to ſee my Soul ſo foul and 
f£ | loathſome, that nothing leſs than thy pre- 
{ cious Blood ſerves to waſh and cleanſe it. 
1 | Iam confonnded to ſee thee in Tuch a caſe 
fÞ for us, who cared not how vile, how baſe, 
how miſerable we were. | 
Qh, how was that 7«ffice injured, that 
F 3 could 
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could not reſt appeaſed in Puniſhment, but 
_ Rigor? How odious and intolerable 1s e- 
very Si, which required no cheaper Blood 
for a Sacrifice than thatof the Son of God? 
and which, not ſ#fecring only, but extremity 
muſt expiate ? how heinous was the Com- 
zitſſtn, {ince even the Remiſſion was ſo grie- 
vious ? that made ſuch a breach between 
God and us, as required ſuch ſafferings of 
the Lord of Glory? Wretch that Iam, to 
coſt my God fodear/ 1 am not worthy 
for-which he ſhonld have ſuffered the leaſt 
Careor Trouble, much leſs the Torments 
of Soul and Body. And yet, what mean I 
tobe 10 treacherous unto him ? Hew have 
I broken this Commands and my Vows, e- 
ven ſince the laſt Communion? 'Oh, can 1 
kiſs the Nails ? hug the Spear ? deſire that 
which is the Blood of him that: loſt his 
Life? can 1 account that Zyghr, which 
made his Soul heavy unto death? can that ' 
bemy Joy, whichimadehim a Man of Sor- 
Tow ? ſweet to me, which was fo bitter to 
- lim ? ſhallrboſe Sins not be forſaken by me, 
that made him-forſaken of God? or live 1a 
me, that would not ſuffer himto hve in 
the World ? Oh, can lendure my Lord 
ſhould beeve:more diſguſted and affronted? 
- Oh, how is my Heart provoked and in- 
cenſed againſt ye, my 51s? O,that none of 
you 
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you-might eſcape hence! that ye' may. all. 
lie bleeding as ſomany Sacrifices at the AL 
tar.of my Lord | O let them. now feel the- 
weight and ſharpneſs of thy Croſs ! here: 


_ kt them be ſlain at thy Foot, that I may not 


carry away.one of them alive... 

How can my keart refrain from. tears of 
S5rrow and Foy, to: thitk of its Uhkind-= 
neſs, and of his ſtrange Love? what Heart 


can-be fo hard, as, without Pain,'to think 


we love him:no more, who put himſelf 
to fuch Pains for us ?'0, how aml troubled. 


that my #cart ſhonld be ſo cold, when his: 


was 10- hot with Love, as- to fend forth 
its Life-blood for my Redemption 2 
and-yet, when I conſider, that” in ' this: 
ſream of Blood my. finful Soul is waſhed, 
and that by his Stripes I am healed; that 
inſtead of Sin, and Death,. and Hell deſer- 
ved, Righteouſneſs, and Life, and Heaven 
is purchaſed - how can I chuſe but rejoice. 
in his Love, and hope he will accept of my. 
poor Acknowledgment, who ſo pardons, 
as. might even:melt the heardeſt Heart, and' 
forever ſilence and ſatisfy it by the Loveof 
God, and Suffidency of the Sacrifice ? O, how 
am 1 raviſhed therewith? [am juſtified Ly- 
Faith, and at Peacewith God; the Flames: 
of Hell ſhall never touch me; Death is 
fwallawed up.in Victory 3.1. am-conligned 
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to a bleſſed Immortality. _ 

But, O, my Lord! I take the boldneſs 
to complain unto thee, and expoſtulate 
with thee; how ſayeſt thou that thou loveſt 
me, if thou diſcover thy ſelf no more unto 
me? If I have no more loveunto thee, no 
'more life from thee? If 1 be ſo barren and 
unfruitful towards thee ? ſo dull and cold 
in thy Service? ſo unwilling to execute 
thy Commands?ſo weak and unable againſt 

'Aflaults? if thon be with me, who can be 
againſt me ? what can be too hard for,me? 
what cannot be:done by me through thee ? 
O ! ſince it is thy Pleaſure to be familiar 


withme; if thou loveſt me ſo much, fulfil. 


' In | me All the good pleaſure of thy Will, 
and the work of Faith with Power. ' ©, let 
the Merit of Chriſt's Death free me from 
the Gil: upon me ; and his Spirit cleanſe 
me from the S:airs within me. Let Holineſs 
t0the Lord be written upon my whole Soul 
and Body, that they may be a delectable 
Habitation for thee ; unite my Heart unto 
thee, transform me altogether in thee. 
© I put my ſelf out of my own Power; I 
accept of, and cloſe with thee as my Maker 
and'Preſerver, Lord and Sovereign, Prieſt 
and Prophet, King and Captain, Head and 
 Husband; to be ordered, diſpoſed, pro- 
 wided for by thee. 1 give my hearty _ 
os ent 
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fent that thou ſhould'ſt dwell in me, as the 


alor.e Prince of my Soul ; the Pofleſſion. of 
it1 for ever ſarrender up unto thee. l ceaſe 
to be my own. I renounce the Devil, the 
World and the Fleſh ; Eprofeſs my Accep- 
tance of, Submiſſion to, to place my Hap- 
pineſs in, and to reſign my ſelf wholly 
unto thee; to be provided for, diſpoſed- of, 
led, ſaved by thee. O, how am I pleaſed 
with my choice ! that I have parted with 


| my eff, and am become thine / How am1 


beholden to thee, that I may give my ſelf 
unto thee, that thon haſt brought me into 
the Bond of the Covenant ? O, come (dear 
Redeemer)to the price of thine own Blood, 
fieze thine own, and ſave me z afliſt and 
ſtrengthen me 3 feed and preſerve me; ne 
ver leave me, nor forſake me. | 
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Ome, my Beloved, now I have-drunKk 
thy Cap of Wrath, take thou thi Cup 


| of Salvation, for which I pierced my fide; 


and trod the Wine-preſs of my Father's 
Wrath alone : This Cup #5 the New Teſta= 


| anent in my Blood, is a Pledge of,fignifies and 
| repreſents ( by Repreſentation is) my 
| Blood, in which the New Teſtament between 
| God and Man. is founded and eſtabliſhed, 


F 5 CON- 


T22 The Cup. 


- confirmed end ratified; and by which, re- 
miſſion of. Sins , and all other conſequent 
Bleſſings of the New Covenant are purchaſed. 
Its glorious Liberties and Immunities I here- 
by ſign and ſeal unto you; a full releaſe 
and diſcharge from. all your Debts, from 
the Houſe of Bondage, Sin, the Grave, and 
Hell. Here deliver you your Proreczzor, 
from all your Enemies will I fave you; 
from the Arreſts of the Law, from the 
Powers of Darkneſs, from the Temptati- 
ons of the World, from the Curſe of the 
Crofs; none ſhall prove too hard for you,zall 
ſhall work good unto you. I hereby confer | 
upon, and inſtate you in all its Royal Pri- 
vileges and Prerogatives: behold, I give 
my ſelf unto you, to be your God, and in- 
ſtead of all Relations : | will be a Friend, 
and Phyſician, a Shepherd, Sovereign, and 
Husband unto you ; to eſpouſe your Inte- 
reſt,.to counſel and heal yon, to feed and 
_ comfort you, to watch over and defend 
you. Lol makeover my Self to you in all 
my Effential Perfeitions, my Omnipotency 
ſhall be your Gaared, my Omniſciency your Þ 
Overſeer, my Omnipreſence ou Companion, 
my Mercy your Store, my.: Wiſdom your | 
Connſelior,ay Fuſtice your Revenger and Re- | 
waraer, my Holineſs a Fountain of Grace Þ 

unto you, my Jnfinitenefs and ——_ 

| tne 
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the fot and extent of your Inheritance, my - 
Faithfulneſs and Unchangeableneſs the rock . 
of your Relt and Security, my Erermity the 
date of your:Happineſs. 1 will be yours in 
all my Per ſonal Relations;a Father unto you, 


 what-would my Children have ?:Of your 
Father's Inſtruftion. and Probation, Pro-- 


teQtion.and Proviſion, Care and Ear, Breed: 
and Rod, Heart.and Houle, Pity and Com-- 
paſſion, I here allure you: my Sozand :Spi-- 
74 I give you, to cloath and teach .-you,. 
aſliſt-and comfort-you, interceed in and for- 
yon, lanQity-and fave you; with-wny; [af T 
give you .al-things, mine Angels for your: 
Guerd1ans and Attendants z my Word and: 
Ordinances, Miniiters and Providences for» 
your guide and good. Whether. Paul,.,or: 
Efpollo or-Cephas; iar. the World, .or Life, 
or Death ; or things preſent,,.or things. to» 
come,all are yours, . | | 
And that you-may know lam. incarncft, . 
ls, 1 eftabliſhimy Covenant with you, ordered: 
in'all things and ſure ; written in-the Blood, 
founded in:the all-ſufficieut;merits of your 
Strety, in-whom,l am-well pleaſed 4 :whole - 
Denth'madeiths Leſrament unchangeable for - 
ever; ſo that .your Name can never be 
blotted -ont, nor-your [wberitance alienated, . 
nor your Legacies. diminiſhed, nothing (can: 
be altered,il here-Jalemnly:;deliverit toyon- 


F. x24 - ' The Cup. 


as my Aft and Deed, ſealed with the Oath 
_ and Bloodof God, who engages here his own 
Boay tor Security ! - Come ye bleſled, fear 
not, the Donation is free and full, 1 have 
' received a Ranſom, and expect only you to 
believe, know, and accept of your own Bleſ- 
fedneſs. Here are the Conveyances, ſee the 
Seals, take the Writings, behold the Blood of 
the Covenant; receive the Inſtruments of 
your Salvation. Zh I give you as a Pleaze 
of my Love, and of the Truth of all I have 
promiſed. -I hereby plight you tay Troth, 
and fet to my Hand, ratify and confirm 
every Article of theſe Indentures,: and do 
actually deliver into thy Hand this glorious 
Charter, with all its Royalties and Privt- 
 leges as your own for ever. 
_ + - Amen, Hallelnjah. O be it unto thy Ser- 
'yant according to thy Word. But who am 
1? and what is my Father's Houſe, that 
thou haſt brought me hither? What ſhall 
thy Servant ſay unto thee? Iam ſilenced 
with wonder, and muſt ſit down in Aſto- 
niſhment; for'I- cannot utter the leaſt tittle 
of thy Praiſe. | O what meaneth the height 
of this ſtrange Love? that the Lord of all 
ſhould enter into Covenart with his Duſt, 


. "and take into his Boſom the Viperous 


' Brood, that have fo often ſpit their Venom | 
in-his Face? am not worthy to waſh the | - 
| | Feet | 


> 
- 
| 
y 
J 
L 
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| - Peace? will he receive his Rebel to Mercy, 
Ne eges and © 
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Feet of the Servants of my Lord, how 


much leſs to be one with thee, and to be 
made partaker of thoſe bleſſed Privileges 
ſettled upon thy Sons ? but for thy Good- 
neſs ſake, © and according to thine own © 
Heart haſt thog done this; even ſo Father, 
becauſe it ſeemed good unto thee. Won- 
der, O Heavens, and be moved, O Earth, 
at this great thing! Rejoice, O ye Angels; 
ſtrike up,ye Celeftial Quires ; help whole 
Creationz ſing unto The Lord, O ye his 
Saints 3 Prepare an Epithalamiam, O all ye 
Friends of the Bridegroom ; be ready with 
the" Marriage Sexg: for Heaven and Earth, 
God and Man, are reconciled, a Covenant 
of Peace- entred and ſealed, Fehovah hath 
betrothed himſeif to his hopeleſs Caprives, 
and owns the. Marriage before all the 
World: He 1s become one with us, and 
we wth him; he hath bequeathed to us 


Heaven and Zarth, with the Falnefs there- 


of,” and kept back, left us nothing to ask at 
his hands, but what he hath already freely 
granted. O, had I the Tongues of Men and 
Angels, all were too little for my ſingle 
turn, the whole Quire is not ſufficient ta 
utter his Praile. | 

And will the Lord be mine? hath he laid 
aſide the Controverſy, and concluded a 
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and:open his Door to ;his- Prodigal? I will 
bow. my ſelf before-his-foet-ſtaol, and ſay, 
Q Lord, | have heardthy WW ards * and do- 
herelay.hold on thy-Covenznr ; I ſubſcribe 
to thy Conaizions, and cloſe with my A7caj- 
ator, 1 accept; thy Kindneſs, I adventure 
my ſelf upon thy; Fidelity, and truſt-my. 
whole 'Happineſs here and ;hereafter upo 
thy. Promiles. O-my God,. ſubject my 
whole Soul unto thes : O my Rock, in thee 
will 1 build all myÞHopes, and;Confidence : 
O: ſtaff of my Lite; ftrengthof;my Soul; 
lifeof my Joys, and the jpy7 of my Lite; t. 
will ſit and fing uadar. thy: Shadow:with 
great. Delight,and glory.in-thy Salvation. 
There take thee at thy- Ward, . thon,God- 
of Trath; thou requireſt:'but mp Conſent 
and Aceprance, and here'thon haſt it :;,in 
token:whereof 1 receive this Pledge'-thon 
haſt-left-me 3. beliving.thou-wilt, eftabliſh 
for ever thy Word uato thy Servant, and. 
 doas thoi haſt ſaid. 1n this-Blood'of thine, . 
O-Saviour, | believe,'l receive it as:mine, 1. 
thirfſtily drink dawn, and heartily apply 
it, with-:a comfortable Expectation of all 
thoſe bleſſed Benefits, purchaſed, Tecured, 
ſealed by it. | ©19 b-c4535; 
I am [more .loathſome- and :abominable- 
than: the ccroaking Tod , or:moeſt: veno- 
mous Serpent:z_but 1/5 Zlood was ſhed to- | 
make. Þ 
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make me precious before thee , which I durſt 

not have thought, but that 1 hear-thee ſay, 
Since thou-waſt precious in my Sight, thou haſt 
been honourable, and I have loved thee, And, 
©, how truly mayſt thou call #s.a dear, a 
precious People , who are bonght with that 
Blood, a drop of which is of worth -to. pur- 
chaſe Heaven and Earth ! 

I owe the ſuffering of the Penalty dne, 
for breaking thy Law, violating thy Cove- 
nant, and wrenging thy Juſtice. But- was. 
not this Blood-ſhed for our good, and-in our 
ftead 2? hath not our Surety -made full ſatis- 
faction ? undergone the Curſe of our Sins ? 
born them all in his own Body upon the 
Tree? endured as-munch as they deſerved, 
 asS thy Juſtice demanded? was he. not once 
offered up to bear the Sins of many ? be- 
came he not ſubject to.the Law for. us, in 
our Nature, and repreſenrtatively in -our | 
ſtead ? ſetting us right with, reconciling 
Us againto thee ? hath he not made Satis- 
faction for the lsjuary we had done thee as 
our-Fxage, and performed that Service we | 
owed thee as our Aaker ? Is rot the Cre- 
dicor ſatisfied when the Debt.is paid? wall 
thy Juſtice ſuffer thee to demand the ſame 
Debt twice, of the Suretyand Debtor ? is not 
thy wrath appeaſed with bi, made ſo mi- 
ſerable.a SpeRacle, ſo dear unto thee? is 
Q not 
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not the'leaſt drachm of this Blood of God,of 
greater value than a Sea of mine? of value 
to ranſom as many Worlds of Men, as Men 


in this? a ſufficient Satisfaction for all my 


Sins, an all-ſufficient Price for my Redemp- 
tion? being juſtified freely by his Grace 
through the Redemption that is in Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom God hath fet forth to be a 
Propitiation through Faith in his Blood; to 


_ -declare his Righteouſneſs for the Remiſſion- 


of Sins that are paſt, through the Forbea- 
rance of God ; to declare, 1 ſay, his Righ- 


-teouſneſs, that he might be juſt, and the 


Faſtifier of him that believeth in Jeſus. If 


we confeſs our Sins, he is faithful and juſt 


to forgive us our Sins, and to cleanle us 
from all Unrighteouſneſs. 

1 am guilty of many heinous Sins againſt 
_ Love and Light, Mercies and Judgments, 
my own Conſcience, and the Light of Na- 
'ture; and without ſhedding of Blood is no 


' _"Remiſſion, But here 1s that which procures 


1t for us, and ſeals the Promiſe of it to us; 
to-the praiſe of the Glory "of thy Grace, 
thou haſt made us accepted-in the Beloved; 
' once in the end of the World, he hath ap- 
peared to put away Sin by the Sacrifice of 
himſelf, in whom we have Redemprior 


through his Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of 


Sins, Thy Wordaflures it to all that rake 
i , him 
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him for their Saviour, (which I find my 
ſelf by thy Grace enabled to do) and thou 
haft bound thy Word with thy Oath, and to 


- both added thy Sacraments as Seals; this 


threefold Cord cannot be broken. At the 

day of Judgment thou wilt own thy Hand 

and Seal, and Solemnly acquit me whom 

thou now pardoneſt by thy deed of Gift, 

the Goſpel; there is no Condemnation to them 

that are in Chriſt Feſus. | 
I am naturally, and by evil Works, at 


a diſtance from thee, at Enmity with thee, 


an Enemy to thee, But God was in Chrift, 
reconciling the World unto himſelf ; his 
Blood was given to make an Atonement for 
our Souls: thy Wrath is turned from us, 
thou art become propitions to Believers. | 
Chrift our Paſſover is ſacrificed for us, the. 

Propitiation (Propitiatory Sacrifice) for. ' 
our Sins, that thou mighteſt paſs over and 
look upon us with a pleaſing Aſpett; be 


| ſatisfied for Sin, and pacified to Sinners 3 


Sinexplated, and thou appeaſed : and we 
as well ingratiated, brought into favour, 
of Enemies made Friends," as pardoned ;, 


| having made up the breach, and made Peace 


through the Blood of his Croſs, by him, to 
reconcile all things to himſelf; we that 


| were ſometimes Aliens and Enemies, now 
| thou haſt reconciled in the Body of his 


Fleſh 
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Fleſh through Death; to preſent us holy, 
unblameable, unreproveable m thy ſight. 
We, who ſometimes were far vff,are made 
nigh by the Blood of Chriſt ; for he is our 
Peace _ (our Peace-maker). who hath made 
both one,. and broken down the. middle 
Wall of Partition between us 3 by whom 
we havealſo now received the Atocement. 

Lord, 1am in worſe than Egyptian Pon- 
dage, a Captive to Satan, a Slaveto my 
| Lufts, deſtitute of Grace, and every g6od 
thing. But 15. not here- a ſufficient Price 
laid down for my Ranſom? and all things 
pertaining to Life and Godlineſs? hath #ec 
not. odtained: eternal: Redemption for ns, 
who came to give, who gave himſelf a 
Ranſom for many, for all? hath henot deli- 
yered, redeemed, and bought me quite out 
ofthe hands of Juſtice, ont; of the power 
ef SinandSatan? If while we were yet Sin- 
ners, Chrilt died for us, much more then 
being now juſtified by his Blood, fhall we 
be ſaved from Wrath through him; For 
Sin, he condemned Sin in the-Fleſh, over- 
came Death, and deſtroyed him- that had 
the power of Death,even the Devil.l beg of 
thee,and rely upon thee for Snapples of my 
Soul-preſling Wants, Grace , Peace,.and 
Comfort, more love unto thee, and fear- of 


thee; and lask no more than - what bc hath | 
bought | 
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bought for -1e3 who hath not only purchaſed 
me with his own Blood, but all good things by 
the Redundancy of his Merit, after Satisfa- 
cion made unto thee for our Debt. | 
I have no Righteouſneſs of my own, but 

what is as filthy Rags 3 bat thou haft made 
bim to be Sin for us, who knew no Sin, that 
we might be made the Righteouſneſs of 
God in him, we are cloathed with 
him, and appear in thy fight as Parts 
and Portions of himſelf, the Fulneſs of him 
that filleth all in all. Q-! impute not the 
Guilt, but the Aerit of his Blood unto me: 
behald me in him, whom thou halt ap- 
pointed Mediator —_ Thee and Sin- 
ners; whoſe Righteouſneſs in every point 
anſwers thy Juſtice, and whoſe Sieferings 
are ſufficient to ſatisfy the Penalty of all 
my .Sins: O, balance them againſt mine 
Iniquities ; and the excels and. proportion. 
of Virtue in his Obedience, againſt the 
Malignity and Unpleaſingneſs of my Diſ- 
obedience; they” will ſo far exceed in 
Weightand Worth, that thou wilt 1» 7u- 
ſtice rather pour forth thy Mercy upon me, 
and accept me into Favour for the one, 
than hold me ſtill in Diſpleaſure for the 
other. And, -O thou who without grud- 
ging, bore my Burthen when thon ſtoodeſk 


| at the Bar of Accuſation! when thou ſhalt 


lit 
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\ - paid the Debt, thy Juſtice cannot deny to 
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| ſit inthe Seatof Judgment, wilt thou ſtick 
to feal my Pardon? Where thy ſelf haſt 


- Iignthe-Acquittance, nor thy tender Love 
ſuffer thee to condemn or reject a Member 
of thy Body,a part of thy ſelf. Thou that 
ſufferedſt for me here, and pleadeſt for me 
Sow, cannot forget to be ſo gracious to ine 
then. | 
The Law, Satan, and my Sins not on- 
ly filence me, that I cannot plead my own 
Cauſe, but they plead againſt me, and cry | 
. unto thee for Vengeance. But is not rh: 
Blood as a viſible Prayer in every Wound, | 
as ſo many Mouths open interceding to 
thee for Pardon and Mercy for me? ſaying, 
Behold*the travel of my Soul, the purchace 
of my Blood, the fruit of my Agonies ; for | 
him I wept and ſweat, bled and died; he 
hath ſinned, but I have ſatisfied : he depar- 
ted for a Seaſon, that thou ſhould'ſt receive 
him for ever, not as a Servant only , but 
brother unto me, both in the Fleſh, and in 
the Loxd; for mine, and thy own ſake, 
therefore if thou account me thy Beloved | 
Son, receive him as my ſelf, in whom thou } 
art well pleaſed: If he have wronged thee, 
or owes thee ought, put it on my account, 
I will repay it, I will anſwer for him: I | 
| Jeſus have ratified and confirmed it wits |} 
| "| 
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own Blood: his Surety came not out of 
Priſon, until he had paid the uttermoſt 
Farthing, Behold, O Lord, the bleeding 
Wounds of thy own Son ; remember how 
his Body was broken ; think upon his pre- 
cious Blood ſhed for us; let us dy, if he 
hath not made a full Satisfatftion ; we de» 
fire not to be pardoned, if he hath not paid 
our Debt. Butcanſt thou behold him, and 
not be well pleaſed with us? canſt thou 
look upon his Body and Blood which we 
preſent to thee,and turn thy Face from us? 


| O, let. ns prevail in the virtue of his Sacri- 


fice,” for the Graces and Bleſlings we need ! 
Take pity, have mercy upon us for h:s ſake, 
whom we now delire to hold up between 
thy Anger,and our Souls; and hide not thy 
ſelf from zz, unleſs thon canſt from him, 


whom we bring with us, unto-thee. While 


we are remembring him at his Table, he is 
remembring us at his Father's Right-Hand; 


| making our Peace, pleading our Cauſe, ap- 


pearing in our ſtead, interceding for, ſuing 
out our Pardon in the Court of, Heaven, 
ſeeingright done him on our behalf, 

I am not only guilty, but polluted; Sin 
hath as well defiled, as it would dama me. 
But O,I remember who loved us,and waſhed 
us from our Sins in his own Blocd ; which is 


| of Virtue to purify tae, as well as value and 


merit 
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becclean ? be purged from the filth,as-well 


Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from all Sins. 
' ©,how often is my Soul caſt down within 
me? my Omiſſions and Commillions, my 
Sins, and Daties ( as I perform them ) dif- 
comfort me; lam aſhamed of, and bluſh to 
fee them; my Petitions for Pardon, ſtand 
In need of Pardon; my Tears, of waſhing; 
my. beftPerformances,are Provocations,and 
help to fill up the meaſure of my Sins-3 but 
for the Prieſt that offers, the Altar that 
ſanCtifies all my Services, the ſweet In- 
cenſe he offers with our Prayers. 
_ His Prieſthood is for ever available, and 
effeCtual for us. Here is Wine ſweetned 
with the Love'of God, perfumed with the 
divine Nature ; that chears the Heart of 
God by way of Satisfaftion, and Heart of 
Man by way of Pacification ; that makes 
Peace in Heaven, and within us, and all our 


. dealeſt not with ww according to our Frail- 
ties, but fate in our Advocate, who, when 
he had by himſelf purged our Sins, fate 
down on the Right-hand of the Majeſty on 


merit. to pacify thee. To this Fountain which 
thou haſt ſet open, | bring my polluted Soul; 
and what hinders but that I may waſh and 


as pardoned for, and ſaved from the Guilt 
of all my Sins? for the Blood of Jeſus 


Sacrifices well pleafing unto thee; wio' 


high 
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high, and ever lives to make Interceſſion 
for us. ifthy Grace prevented us before 
Repentance, that we might retarn, ſhall it 
not nmch more prevent repenting Sinners, 
that we may not periſh ? how canſt thou 
tne love them that love thee, ſeeing thou 
lovedſt ns when we hated thee ? | | 
''© my ſtony, unrelenting Heart ! how 
unaffected am I with my own Vilenefs, and 


| thy Goodneſs; the Evil of Sin, and Excel- 


kncy of Grace; the worth of my Soul, and 


' Death of my Saviour? but the blood of Chrift 


I able to ſoften and mollify the moſt obdu- 
rate Sinner. O that I could feel the Virtue 
and Power of zt, diflolving this Rock into 
a Fountain of Tears, a relenting Frame, an 
Heartof Fleſh ! : 
My Lnſts and Corruptions aremany and 
mighty 3 roo ſtrong for me,but not for thy 
felf.. As in the firſt Adam's Sin, Man died 
legally, ſo in the ſecond Adam's Death, 
Sin died virtually. He ſuffered to ſave his 
People from their Sins, that #imfelf, and 
not- $3, ſhould have Dominion over us. - 
Shall not that Blood' mortify my Pride, 
Worldlineſs, inordinate Aﬀections, which 
ſhall ſubdue the whole body of Sin? ſhall 
reproach or make void his Death unto my 
own Soul ? or by continuance in Sin, that 
brought ſo great a Puniſhment on fo great 
| 4 
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a Perſon, be a greater Enemy to him than 
the Fews were? How ſhall we that are dead 
to Sin, liveany longer therein ; knowing 
this, that our Old Man is crucified with 
him, that the body of Sin might be deſtroy- 
ed, that hence'orth we ſhould not ſerve 
Sin? O that I may henceforth find and 
reckon my ſelf to be dead unto Sin,bur alive 
unto God through Teſus Chriſts our Lord! 

© how I am tempted and aſſaulted! that 
.I am ſometimes ready to ſay, 1 ſhall one 
day fall by my ſpiritual Enemies ; . but 
Faith gives us a ſhare in the Yidorics of 

Chriſt : having ſpoiled all Principalities and 
Powers, he made a ſhew of them openly ; 
triumphing over them as our Enemies, in, 
on the Crofs, his triumphant Chariot; took 
away from them all poſſibility to- hurt ; 
though they aſſault us ſtill, we are aflured 
of an abſolute Victory. The Accuſer of the 
Brethren is caſt down, which. accuſed rhem 
before God day and night, and they over-. 
come by the Blood of the Lamb, that hath 
quenched the Flames of divine Fury,and all 
_ our Enemiesare reconciled or ſubdued, 

Ah, my Lord ! how often doth Sin and 
the World deaden my Heart and Aﬀecti- 
ons towards thee? O, how dull, how in- 
diſpoſed ? that I cannot pray with Life , 
nor be lively in thy Service ; but this Blood 
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was ſhed toi ſet Priſoners free; and is. the 
life of all our Duties, Graces, and Com- 


. forts. O that its Power and Efficacy may 


quicken and enliven me, may put Vivacity 
and Activity in me! that I may pray and | 
hear, receive, meditate, and diſcourſe of 
ſpiritual things, with Freedom' and Liber- 
ty, Livelineſs and-Chearfulneſs. 

O that I may no more disbelieve, or 
queſtion the Promiſes of this Life, or that 


' tocome. For this Blood ratifies and con- 
\ firms the Covenant of Grace ;z not only 


purchaſed, but aſſures us of all good things. 
Criſt «Will and Teſtament, wherein he hath 
bequeathed ſuch precious Legacies to his 
People, is now of force; for a Teffament is 
of force after the Teſtator is Dead. 

O how ought it to affe&t me, for the 
Shedding of Innocent Blood! He was holy, 
barmleis, nndefiled, ſeparate from Sin- 
ners ;- in his hands no Wickedneſs, in his 
Heart no Sin, - no. Guile found in- his 
Mouth: I and my Brethren are guilty, bur 


-for this ſpotleſs Lamb, what hath he done ? 


and where: there. is no Sz, thou inflifteſt 
vo. Puniſhment, But He was 'pumbred with 
the Tranſgreſſors; ſurely then the Lord 
bath-laid-on him the:Iniquiry of us all : for 
the Tranſgreſſion' of thy -People''was he 
ſmitten 3 by his Knowledge ſhall thyrizh- 
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*teous . Servant - juſtify mahy; : for ' he: ſhall 
bear their [niquities. . O !1 take thee at thy 
word, and do believe all my Sins, with all 
thineEled's, were imputed to owr Surety; 
and the Wages of Sin inflicted on him;that 
wemight be fully acquitted anddiſcharged. 
., T am guilty of many- aggravated Sins, 
and am the greateſt of Sinners; but with 
thee is plenteous Redemption through Chriſt 
Jeſus ; who ſhed his Blood, not becauſe we 
were 7ighteou:, but to make ns /o: of infi- 
nite Vertue and Aderit, as ſufficient for me; 
as if none elſe were juſtified or1{3yed by it. 
_ Hes able to ſave to: the.-utmdt. all-that 

come.unto thee by him. | . 20 

. ©, how: ſmall, how 'imperfe& are my 
Graces ? how cold: my Love? how weak | 
my Faith? how faint my Deſires after thee? 
but the/leaſt.degree of Grace is the Fruit of 
this Blood :: Q that T may find'irs Efficacy, 
perfeCting that goad Work  thon haſt be- 
Grace be conſummated'in Glory. Through 
the Blood of the | eternal Covenant, make me 
perfett in every good Work. to do thyWill, work: 
ing in me that wh:ich-s well pleaſing in thy Sight. 
 O! what Trifles diſturb my charitable 
Aﬀections?: how-interrupted! :andincon- 
ſtant. is-my-L,ove to thoſe; mho:by one Spirit 
re nll Baptized imo one Body? but ny 
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139 
hath reconciled us into one Body by the . 
Croſs, having ſlain the Enmity thereby? 'O 
that henceforth I may be of oneHeart with 
his Diſciples, and love them as he hath 
loved us ! | abr 25 


Oxr God 1s 4 conſuming Fire;wlhich I can- 


not but” dread, having ſo much Fewel a- 


bout me, and within me; but in thy Sor I 
ſee Fleſh of my Fleſh, and Bone of my Bone 
He gave himſelf for us. And ſhall the Sen- 
tence of thy Judgment difannul the merit 
of bis Su7erings, of his Satisfation? Didft 
thou. not puriſh him, that thon mighteſt 

pare 1? is it not as great a neceſſity of thy 
ſatisfied Juſtice to ſpare the Sinner, as it was 
of thy-offended Juſtice to puniſh the Sin ? 
thou art not only reconcileable, but become 
our Friend. O, how comfort3ble are thoſe 
words of thineto my guilty Soul, he Father 
judgeth uo Man, but hath committed all Tuds- 
ment tothe Son ;, his firff coming was in the 
Fleſh, when: he took on him our. Nature; 
his ſe-ord in the Spirit, when he. imparted 
unto us of his Spirit ; his third will be in 
Power, when he ſhail communicateto 11s his 
Glory :' his fir ff was to 7earem, his fecal to 


comfort, his third will be to reward 7. Tf we 


be careful not to offend, he will not be extrean} t9 


mark what we do amiſs. He will proceed not 
according to the Law, whico requrresan 


G 2 | ablo- 


A * "OR att In ate {us _—_— . , - — 
5464 * 5 GG _- he 2, Ee FL hg #5 OREN : £ 5% © - < ad > « " : 7 4s] ets A, IF RO". tf Ee ” 
E546 5 T5 Ee; . p 2 : ; os CE" > nts, ; 
"$a. da J-i- A - Us 3 
i , ; Y -- 

- A 

- J : « 

* - 
8 T Ho 
: \.% : : : Sag 
At 
+2 
"" 


 abſalute Obedience without Sinz--and con- 
- demns all that have been guilty of-any Sin; 
' but according to the Goſpel! which admits 
. of Repentance for the Forgiveneſs of Sin, 
_ and will condemn none bunt the unbelieving 
and impenitent Sinner. Damnation is de- 
nounced, not for breaking the Law, but re- 
' » getting the Goſpel. Heis faithful, becauſe he 
 . hathpromiſed; and;5uſt, becauſe his Sor hath 
- purchaſed Forgiveneſs, The ſame Sentence 
ſhall be pronounced as is paſt already inthe 
Goſpel, Whoſoever believes in him, ſhall xot 
periſh, but have everlaſting Life. 
_ >, Sin hath ſhutus out of Paradiſe; but the 
Blood of Chriſt hath opened the Kingdom of 
 Heavento all Believers. Jr gives us here a 
. Right, and hereafter an Admiſſion : through 
this Red Sea we enter into the Heavenly 
Canaan; andfor this cauſe he -is a- Media- 
tor of the New Teſtament, that by means 
of Death,forthe Redemption of the Tranl- 
greſlions that were under the firſt Teſta- 
ment, they which: are called might receive 
the Promiſe-of Eternal Inheritance. 
And he that hath purchaſed for us aXing- 
. dem, hath thrown1n, ſtored up all Neceſſs | 
riesfor our Paſlage thither 3' Maintenance 
for his Heirs, until they come to Age. He 
wall not neglect his embers; not ſtarve 
His own Body; He. will refreſh the worry 
Pi 
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| The Communion Cloſe: rr 
Pilgrim ; furniſh and ſupply us with: Pro- 


_ +3ſi0n to ſerve us by the way, till we come 


home to himſelf, How ſhall he refuſe our 
Prayers for any thing,now we are united 
to his Perſon, our Sonls joyned to and nou- 
riſhed by his Body, ſanCtifted by hzs Bloody 
and cloathed with his Robes, marked with 
his CharaCter, and Sealed with his Spirit, 
renewed with his Vows, conligned to his 
Glory , and adopted to his Inheritance; 
when we repreſent his Death, and pray 
in virtue of his Paſſion, and imitate his In> 
terceſſion, and do that he commands, and 
take Chriſt along with us in our Arms, and 
offer him, he eſlentially loves? He that - 
paﬀed not his own Son, but delivered him np for 
4 all, how ſhall he not with him freely give mall 
things? | FM - 


The Communion Cloſe. 


B Ut hrre is no continuing Banquet ? 
O how-unwillingly do 1 riſe? How 
toth am I to-go hence ? methinks I could 
ſit here and feaſt my ſelf for ever. O what 
running Banquets my Lord affords me ! 
fare he need not fear I ſhould ' ſarfeit on 
himſelf, or be weary of his Company. O! 
what ſhaH I do in. yonder unſatisfying, 
Soul-ſtaxving World 2 | have been feeding 
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on-my Paſchal Lamb, and now mult I to 
my four Herbs again! If it be his Will, I 
mult obey ! but O, take me by the Hand, 
lead and uphold me, be ſtill by me; let me 
ſee thee always with me. I know thou haſt 
prepared the enaleſs Feaft above, where | 
ihall ever lie in thy Boſom, under the un- 
interrupted Beams of thy ſmiling and all- 
cheering Countenance; and glut my hun- 
gry Soul onthe Barquer of thy ever Bleſſed 
lelf-+ In compariſon of which I now ra- 
ther Faſt than Feaſt; and enjoy but drops 
of the River of Pleaſure; an Antipaſt of 
the eternal Supper,. a Vigil of the Eternal 
Reſt, where my Appetite ſhall be Satisfied, 
and my Thirſt querched in the Ocearf it 
felf ; where ] ſhall ſee thee m thy Glory, and 


beraviſtdin theſight of thy Beauty, and 


drink of thoſe overflowing Joys ſtreaming 
- from the Light of thy ever bleſſed Face. 

Where Body and Soul ſhall be ſubject to no 
Corruption, lmperfeCction, or Decay; nor 
ſtand in need of ſuch Yiatzcams to ſupport 
. BS in our way. Where the veil of our Mor- 
tality ſhall be rent 3 our Mud-wall of Fleſh 
made Spiritual and tranſparent 3 the Sha- 
dows- and Reſemblances aboliſhed ; tne 
Glaſs removed, the Riddle of our Salvati- 
' on unfolded, the Vapors of Gorruption 
diſpelled, the Patience of our Expectation 
x rewar- 
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rewarded ; where from the power. of the 
Spirit within, and preſence of Chriſt with- 
out, there- ſhall be diffuſed on the wiole 
Man a double Luſtre of that exceeding a- 
bundant Glory.This Ordizance is a Type of 
that Eternal Feaſt ; the feeding on his Body, a 
Pledge of /ceing bis Face ;, the fame Compa- 
zy there, and Chriſt in the midſt of them 
where he ſhall gird kimſelf, and make ws to 
fit down at meat, and come forth and ſerve 1s, 
©, the Dignity, and the Comfort of choſe: 
Servants,w ho have infinite delight, Majeſty 
it ſelf, condeſcending to /erve them at the 
Table ! for the Gxe/ts to have him ſet him- 
ſelf to ſolace them; who is infinite in ſweet- 
neſs and Kzowleage, to mak? his ſweetneſs 
pleaſe them; whoſe Boſom 1s the Hive and 
Centre of ail Goodneſs, in which all the 
ſcattered parcels of Bleſſedneſs are bun- 

dled up. SOR 
Brft alas, as yet 1 amon Earth, and have 
my work to do, too too toilſom and- hea- 
'vy for me; ſcarcely ſhould 1 have laſted 
out. {o long, but thatat ſuch Seaſons as 7/45 
herepairs my ſinxing Soul, by pouring in 
the Cordials of his Blood, the Comforts of 
his Spirit. O little did i think to be thus 
much made of, or minded by him, who is 
taken up with the Attendance, and Praiſes 
of his Heavenly Hoſt z, my, Conſcience 
| G 4 would. 
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would have kept me away, but he called 
me to him, ran to. meet me, and took me 
in his Arms,and rebuked: my timorous Spi- 
Tit, ſaying, Wherefore did" # thou fear? | cal- 
| Ted my felf Prodigal, a- Companion of 
- Swine, a miſerable, hard-hearted Wretch, 
no more worthy to be called his Son, or 
Servant ; he called me Child, and chid me 
for queſtioning þ# Love. He hath readily 
forgiven me thoſeSins I thought wouldhave 
made my Soul the Fuel of Hell. He hath 
put on-me the beſ# Robe, -his Son's Righte- 
ouſneſs; a King on my Hand, honoured, a- 
dorned me with the Riches, the Seals and 
Pledges of his Love;and Shooes on my Feet, 
Prepared, armed, firmly ſettled me to ,go 


through all the Difficulties of a rugged 


way: by enabling me to believe the Go- 
ſpel of Peace and Atonement. He hath killed 
the Fatted Calf for me, inſtead of mingling 
my Blood with my Sacrifice ; and enter- 


tained me with Joy, with Muſick and with 


Feaſting ; when I better deſerved to have 
been howling among the Dogs without the 
Door.than a Crumb at his Table. He hath 
embraced me in his ſuſtaining, Conſolatory 
Arms, when he might have ſpurned my 
guilty Soul to Hell, ſaying, Depart from 
ane, I know you 20r. Rpt 

O! how ſhall I mention the loving Kind- 


nels 
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neſs and Praiſes of the Lord, according to 
his Mercy, according to the multitude of 
his loving Kindneſs, according to all he 
hath beſtowed on me, and his great Good- 
neſs to the Houſe of 7/rae/? O,that I could 
proclaim thy Love toall the World, and 
make the wholeEarth ring wich thy Praifes, 
and awake every Creature to doit with me? 
O that I could laud him with the Caoleſtiat 
Quire, and jyn my Heart and Voice with 
the ipirits of juſf Men made perfeCct ! | 7s 
him ) who hath created a whole Werld ſa 
large, beautiful, and magnificent tu ferve 
ns ; ſubjected ſo fair a Territory to our 
Pominion; conſigned to our uſe fo nume- 
rous a race of goodly Creatures, to be ma- + 
naged, enjoyed, governed by us. T To him} 
who hath endued our Bo#tes for fearfully, 
wonderfully, curtouſty made, with Sowls re» 
ſembling his excellent PerfeCtions in Know- 
ledge, Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, 
capable of ſerving and enjoying him z af- 
fording to that end all convenient Inſtru- 
(tions, Encouragements and Aſhſtances. 
Lo him} that ſupplies our manifold Needs, 
proteCts us from. innumerable dangers , 
gives us whatfoever is neceſſary, convent- 
ent, and pleaſant for our Uſe, Suſtenance, 
and Delight ;z accepts our Acknowledg- 
ments of former Bleſſings, as Arguments 
bo G 5 and- 
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and Opportunities of conferring fret ones: 
who might utterly caſt us off when we 


E threw off our Obedience, and lohg ago 


have fann'd ts as Chaff from off the Face of 
the Earth, by the Breath of his Noſtrils, 

into unquerchable Fire. { Tohim | whore- 
membred us in our low Eſtate, when we 
had loſt his nage.and Favour,our Excellen- 
cy and Happineſs; deſcended from his.Im- 
perlal Throne, took upon him our Shape, 
converſed as it were uponequalTerms with 
-u$,to aſlume us.into.a nearer Aﬀnity; ſub- 
mitting toour choice,a Crown that cannot 
fade,Scepters that cannot be extorted from 
us. [1ohim) Who hath faved, and called us 
withanholy Calling;quickned us who were 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins z , opened our 
Eyes, bowed our Wills, fpiritualized-our 
AfﬀeCtions, changed us from Darkneſs to 
Light, and from the Power-of Satan unto 
God,'that-we might receive Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, and an Inheritance among them that 
are ſanctified by faith in Jeſus Chriſt. {7s 
him] who forgives. our Iniquities, covers 
our-Sins; juſtifies the ungodly, healeth all 
our Diſeaſes; imputeth not.our 'Treſpaſles, 
but his Righteouſnels unto -us : redeemeth 
our Life from Death and Deſtruction: 
crowneth us with loving Kindneſs and ten- 
der Mercies. [1shim]who hath adopted af, 

an 
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and looks upon us, provides for us, and 
deals with us as Sons, Heirs of God, and 
Co-heirs with Chriſt, Fellow- Citizens with 
the Saints, and of the Houſhold of God.” 
[ Tohbim] who hath not lately begun, or 


will ſuddenly ceaſe, is neither inconſtaot, 


or .mutablein his Aﬀections, but from ever- 
laſting, continues, and will to Eternity 
perſevere immutable in his Intentions to 
do us good 3 that hath delivered, doth de- 
liver, and will deliver; and never leave us- 
nor forſake us. { To bin] whom no: Ingra- 
titude, unduciful Carriage, Or.. Diſobedi- 
ence of. ours, could one minute wholly re- 
mgve ordivert from. his ſteady purpoſe of 
caring for us: who regards ns, though we 
do not attend to him 3 procures,our Wel- 
fare, though; we neg}ect his Concerns z. em- 
ploys, his, reſt] eſs T -houghts, extends his 
watchful:Eye, exerts tis 1 pow crſul Arm, 1s 
always mindful, and.buſy-to-do ,us gogd.: 
watches over us, when wc flcep; regyembers 
us when we forget our ſelves z .in whom 
is infinite. Condeſcention to: think. of FP 
placed ſo far beneath his Thoughts 4 to. va- 
lue,us,:Duſt, in onſfiderable nothings : ;.,00E 
to deſpiſe and =_ us, fo really dcſpicable, 


and ynworthy. [7 ohins]that i 1S as. mercifiil 
and. gracious, as liberal. and munificent : 
Tha not only beſtows on us more Gifts,but 


par- 
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pardons us more Debts than we live Mi- 

| nutes; that with infinite Patience endures, 
- - Not only our manifold Infirmities, and Im- 
perfeCctions, but our petulant Follies, and 
obſtinate Perverſeneſs, careleſs Negletts, 
wilful Miſcariages, treacherous Infideli- 
ties; who puts up the exceeding many 
outragious Aﬀronts, Injuries, and Contu- 
melies, continually offered to his Supreme 
Majeſty, by #- baſe Worms, whom he hath 

© - always under his Feet,and can cruſh co. no- 
thing at his Pleaſure. [ To him? that hath 
loved us, and waſhed us from our Sins in 
his own Blood,and hath made us Kings and 

- Prieſts unto God his Father 3; a Note the 
Angels cannot ſing, who have many ſtrains 
of Praiſe we are unacquainted with. [To 

- bim”] that is able to keep us from falling, 
and to preſent us faultleſs before the pre- 
ſence of his Glory with exceeding great 
Joy. { To him] thatvorchſafes us Hearts, 
and Abilities to wait upon, free acceſs unto, 
a" conſtant Intercourſe, and familiar ac- 
quaintance with himſelf;to eſteem,and ſtile 
us his Friends, his Children; to invite us 
frequently; and entertainus ſo kindly with 
theſe incomparable delightful Delicacies 
of ſpiritual repaſt, with an Aﬀection as 
great, as our Fare is coſtly : yea, to invite 
us often at our Home, and if we _ - 
L | | abide 
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' abide and dwell with us; indulging us the 


enjoyment of that Preſence, wherein the 
life of all Joy and Happineſs conſiſts 3 and 
to behold the Light of his all-chearing 


Countenance. { To him |] who giveth freely 


and wpbraideth no Man with former Un- 
kindneſſes, and Neglects of his Love, we 
are heartily aſhamed of ; whocalls us nei- . 
ther yery frequently, nor over-ſtritly to 
account; who exacts of us no Impoſlibility, 
no difficult Burthen, or coſtly Recurn 
being ſatisfied with the chearful acceptance 
of his . Favonrs, the hearty Acknowledg- 
ments of his Goodneſs, the ſincere Perfor- 
mance of ſuch Duties, to which our own 
Welfare, Comfort, - Advantage ( rightly 
apprehended)would otherwiſe abundantly 
diſpoſe us. | To him } whoſe Benefits to ac- 
knowledge is the greateſt Berefir of all: to 
be enabled to thank him, who deſerves our 
greateſt Thanks; to be ſenſible of whoſe Be- 
neficence, to meditate on whole Goodneſs, 


to admire whoſe Excellencies, to celebrate 


whoſe Praiſe, is Heaver it ſelf, the Life of 
Angels,the Quinteilence of Joy,the ſupream 
Pitch of Bearirude. [. To him | whoſe Bene- 
firs are immenſly great, innumerable many, 
inexpreſſible good and precious, be Glory, 
Majeſty and Dominion now and for ever, 
And, O thou, the bleſſed Fauntain of all 
Mercy 
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Mercy and Goodneſs ! Inſpire our Hearts 
with thy Heavenly Grace ; and thereby 
enable ws rightly to apprehend, diligently 
toconſider, faithfully to remember, wor- 
thily to eſteem, to be thankfully affefted 
- With, [to.render all due Acknowledgmenr, 
Praiſe, Love and thankful Obedience for 
_ this, andall thy great and manifold Favours 
and Benefits, conferred upon us. And Bleſſed 
be the Lord God of Iſrael from everlaſting to 
everlaſting, 'and Bleſlzd-be his Glorious 
Name for ever; .and let the whole Earth be 
filled with. his G ry, and ler all the Peopee fay, 
Amen. 


Going Home. 


0 How great a Lord bath my Soul en- 
tertzined ! How. glorious a Gueſt doſt 
thou now harbour! How pleaſant a Com- 
parion, how faithful a Friend bafſt thou now 
taken in! How dcar an Huband doſt 
thou now enjoy ! O the ifieſtimable Bene- 
firs received 1 in-theſe high and holy Myſte- 
ries. What am 1, O Lord, or what 4s 1n me, 
that thou ſhould tas me this great Hongur and 
' Glory? and reveal unto me thy Heart and 
Love, which.is ſecret unto others ? Thou 
might'ſt haye-grepared Torments, but be- 
hold Privvleges :for me/!1am unyortiy 
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touch the Threſhold of thine Houſe, and 
thou haſt taken me to thy Table; not wor-. 
thy to ſtand among thy Servants, and thou 
hait made me fit with my Saviour ; not 
worthy to fall down before thy Foot-ſtoo}, 
and thou haſt Tmiled upon me, come in to 
me, and made my Heart thy Throne ; 
while others eat the Bread of Violence , 
and drink the Wine of Deceit : what am 1, 
that I ſhould eat the Body, and drink the 
Blood of thine-own Son ? I am not wor- 
thy to eat the Bread of Men, and thou haſt 
Zlven me the Bread of Angels. What they 
admire,I have received; whom they adore, 
] have entertained ; their Wonder -is my 
Meat; Chriſt and they are rwo, I and my 
Saviour are one: O unſpcakeable Myſtery ! 
.O incomparable Mercy ! 
This He who came from Edom,with dy- 
ed Garments from Bozra, whom we have 
ſcenglorious in his Apparel, travelling in 
the Greatneſs of his Strength ; returning 
in triumph from the Slanghter and Con- 
queſt of all his-and our Enemiesz \mighty 
to fave us from our $/z-, that were mighty 
to condemn. And he hath on his YVeſtuxe 
(the Title 'is conſpicuous) and on his 
Thigh ( the place of ſtrength )- King of 
Kings; and Lord of Lords, Wherefore art 
. thou red in thy Apparel,and thy _ : 

ike 
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like him that treadeth the Wine-fat? 7 - 
- have trodden the Wine-preſs of the Fierceneſ; 
and Wrath of Ged, and of the People there 
- waSnone with me, | have:diſcomfited: my 
- Peoples Enemies, and trodden them down 
' like Grapes-in a Wine-Preſs : their Blood 
_ 1s ſprinkled upon my Garments, and I 
have ſtained all my Garments. O, I be- 
held his Blood ſtreaming down through. 
the Holes in his ſide!-O,.what a fight, a 
Fire, a flame of Love did I ſee in his blef- 
ſed Heart, and my ſelf- poutrayed upon 
it? my Name among the reſt, O, with 
what Joy and Comfort to my Soul! he 
- hath ſet me as a Seal upon his Heart. Love 
is ſtrong as Death, many Waters of af- 
fiction cannot quench it, nor the Floods of 
Trouble or Perſecution drown-it ; might 
all the Pleaſures, Profits, Honours of the 
World be given for it, it would be ntter- 
ly deſpiſed. O, how eaſe find I his Yoke! 
 _ - how lighthis Burthen! methinks I could 
- . watch and pray, do and ſuffer more belie- 
| vingly, more couragiouſly than ever. was 
the Voice of my beloved that knocked, ſaying, 
Open unto me, my Siſter, my Love, my Dove, 
my Undefiled:he put in his Hands by the Holes 
of the Door, and my Bowels were moved for 
him ;, my Soul failed when be ſpaks. I faught 
him in every part of the Ordinance, and 
. ke 


Py a hy 


| 


Going Home. I53 

he was found of me ; I called him, and us 
gave me anſwer: 1 ſate under his Shadow 
with great Delight, and his Fruit was ſweet 10 
my taſt, He brought me to the Banqueting - 
houſe, and his Banner over me was Love. Hs 
Left-hand is nnder my Head, and his Right- 


hand doth embrace me. A bundle of Myrrh 


is my Beloved to me, he ſhall lie 211 night 
betwixt my Breaſts ; he ſhall be ſtill in my 


' Heart by Aﬀection and Faith : I will make 


him my continual Joy, Comfort and Re- 
freſhment ; and ſolace my felf in .him in 
all Eſtates. -O, that his Name may be gra- 
ven upon my Heart! and his mage remain 
fair and lively upon my Soul! O, thar I 
may finda kind of Unwillingneſs to admit 
of any other Company; when I come to 
converſe with other things, let me ſtill be - 
looking towards him, as my only Deſire, 
Good and Happineſs; let my Heart be ſo 
filled with him, that other ObjeAs may not 
come near, or make any ſtrong Impreſſion 


| on me. O, that ſome lively Coals of that 


holy Fire kindled at the Ordinances, may be 
ſtill glowing in my Soul; that the Savour 
and TincCture of it may be never done away. 


 O, how can any other Pleaſure ſeem any 


more pleaſant to-me? Can I deſire the 
Husks the Swine do eat, when the e is fuch 
Bread in my Father's Houſe ? Ao Man ha- 
ving 
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ving drunk,old Wine, ſtraight way aeſrreth new; | 


for he ſaith, the old is better, Sure he hath 
been little affected, nor had- any taſte of 
God's Sweetneſs, preſently to reliſh world- 
ly things; to. waſh off his Palate the Sa- 
,vour of ſpiritual, with ſenſual or ſecylzr 
Thoughts. Abrupt Choppings off from 
Holy Duties, is ſuch a quenching of the Spi- 
Tit, as tends much to hardning the Heart : 


ſach ſudden cooling of ſpiritual Heat got 


in an Ordinance, canno* be without much 
danger to the Soul ; Motions ſo quite” op- 
polire,are-as prejudicial, as unbecoming. [s 
it fit, or feemly to leave the Company of our 
Lord as ſoon as we have let him in, and di- 
vert to other occaſions? To.aſlociate our 
ſelves with other Peiſons , now we have 
newly given him opr Faith, and taken him 
as the -Bridegroom of our Souls? ſhould 
we not. rather delight in the Preſence of 
our new Loye; and keep our Hearts from 


cooling by laying on new. Fuel; torning | 


the remainder of this day into an after Swp- 
per, a ſecoud Communion? in reyiewing,and 
being humbled for our -Coldneſs, DiſtraCti- 
ons, Miſcarriages? in blefling God for the 
liberty and opportunity of a Sacrawerr, 
and the-Privileges thereby. conferred upon 
us? in. ruminating on, and retaining the 
Savaur of thoſe pleaſant things we. oy 

i cen 
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been entertained with; exceedingly glad- 
ded in the ſenſe of that Love we have been 
taſting and celebrating? in the belief of 
that Pardon we have received? 1n the hopes 
of that Grace and Glory that hath been aſ- 
ſured to us? in conlidering the Obltgati- 
ons we -have laid on our ſelves? in hea- 
venly Diſcourſes with our Beloved ? in ex- 
preſſions of our Love and Aﬀection to- 
wards him, AQs of Deſire after inſepara- 
ble Union with, and greater likeneſs un- 
to him? In Vows and Pro niſes we will al- 
ways be faithful and loyal to him 3 in en- 


tertaining him with Acts of Love and De-, 


hgeht, Thanks and Preiſe , + with the beſt 
Chear weare able to make our new, our 
beloved Gueft: in commending his Beauty, 
praiſing him for his Kindneſs and Favours, 
extolling his Riches, admiring his PerleCtt- 
ons and Graces; in talking with him a- 
bout the Aﬀairs of our Soul; in opening to 


( him every Room in it, leading him into 


the moſt private Receſles of our Heare, 
ſhewing him all the Secrets of it, acquaint- 


ing him with all onr Wants and Wezk- . 


neſſes, ſpreading before him all our Defires 
and Fears, Hopes and Griefs. In praying 


for Help and Aſſiſtance to be ſtedfaſt in 


his Covenant , - interceding with him for 
all Mankind , eſpecially our Fellow-Com- 
- municants, 
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municants. ' In telling him again, all we 
have 1s his; intying a new Knot upon the 
Band of the Covenant between us; in cra- 
ving him Pardon for our Follies; deſiring 
him not to be offended at the dark and noi- 
fome Hole into which we have brought 
him, and intreating him, by all Loves, that 
he will not take Exception at his poor En- 
_ tertainment;andeven charming bim 10 ſtay 
and dwell with us,by all the Songs of Pra 
and Thankfulneſs wecan devile. 


Subſequent Duties after the Sacrament. 


A ND now my utmoſt Care and Dili- 
A gence 1s required to expreſs the 
Power -and Efficacy of the Ordinance, in 
living more fruitfully, religiouſly, watch- 
fullyzin making good my Vows and Promi- 
fes at the Sacrament. That my Heart and 
Life therefore may be ſuitable to my Sacra- 
mental Obligations, and may witneſs the 
Good received in,and by it ; O my Sonl, 
” AMake a folemn Refleftion on thy ſelf, and 
Entertainment.) How was my Heart, an 
' Behaviour before God? what welcome did 
he give me? Refle&o7 is neceſlary after ever) 
Duty: What Good have I got ? what 
warmth of Aﬀe&tion 2 what- more tove-to, 
deſire after, delight and Waneeis Godt 
wid 
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what greater Ability, and Love todif- 


charge Duty, to bear Affliction, to reſiſt 
Temptation, to walk in God's ways? So 


eſpecially after the Sacrament,was my Heart 


hard, dull, indiſpoſed ? I muſt then ſuſpect 
my Miſcarriage in Preparation, or Perfor- 
mance; and labour to find out, be truly _ 
ſenſible of, greatly bewail , and humble, 
judge, and condemn my ſelf, and beg par- 
don for the Cauſe; earneſtly importune him 
that he would now help me by Prayer and 
Humiliation to recover the Benefit of the 
Ordinance; that 1 may by an afrer Af, do 
that, which I ſhould have done before. 
Sorrow for, and ſenſe of our Senſleſneſs, is 
one Fruit of Chriſt's Death we undoubted- 


ly received in the Ordinance. We may 


not judge of our Gain by, -and Profit in 
Duty,by our preſent feeling : or that the on- 
ly Evidences of Communion and Acceptance 
with God, are our Souls lifted np,and raviſhed 
with ſenſpble Foys: our Uprightneſs, and Sin- 
cerity in the performance of our Duties, 


-and in our covenanting with God, and con- 


tinuing ſtedfaſt therein, may adminiſter 
moſt ground of Comfort when we refle&& 
upon it: for we were then really accepta- 
ble to him, that looked down uponus, and 
received from him a Seal to the Promiſe of 
Pardon and Eternal Life, though he did 
not 
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not teſtify it by giving in extraordinary 
Joys. He.looks not ſo much at fits of Paſſ- 
oNn,as at the ſteady bent and tenour of the 
Soul. Chriit requires not ſo much celebra- 
 tionof his Sufferings by a preſent expreſli- Þ} : 
on of Sorrow, as a perpetual effectual Re- || i 
membrance of them : As the brave Germa- || | 
n1c451ying upon his Death-bed, - deſired his || : 
Frienus, not to proſecute-his Funeral with Þ| | 
uſeleis Tears ; but, if they would ſhew |} t 

i 

) 


their Love to him, to doit by remembring 
his i/1ll, and executing ns Commands, The 
trueit Communion with God, is toenjoy the || r 
Communion of his Graces, whereby we are || p 
made conformable to him ; we may enjoy || 1; 
the ſaving Influences of his Spirie, when we | $ 
cannot feel his more abundant Conſolati- I g 
ons. Though this Ordinance be not at pre- || a; 
fent joyous, yet it may.after wards yield the |} tt 
 peaceable Fruit: of Righteouſneſs to thoſe || ti 
that are converſant therein. Ir-cannot be | &\ 
well known what Grace we have received || of 
(further meaſures of which, are the Holy || ge 
Spirit's accompanying thoſe means, being | nc 
'the great Benefit we. are to Expect) till we M 
come tothe Exerciſe of it'in Duty, and a-Þ| he 
gainſt Temptation, Bur, O, how much at 
cauſe have 1 'to rejoice in his Love and} fic 
Goodneſs, to render him hearty ThanksF re 
(who might have left nie as *well as 0- 
5:1 | thers, 
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thers, to my ſelf ) for his Quickning and 
Refreſhment, for his ſatisfying me ſo abun- 
dantly with the Fatneſs-of his Houſe, and 
making me drink of the River of his Plea- 
ſure! eſpecially now I find (and, O that [ 
could more and irore) ſuch real Bensfits re- 
ceived by it! my foul more deeply broken 
and humbled under the ſenſe of Sin,and that 
become more loathſom, hateful, burdenſom 
to me ! My Heart truly thankful for what 
I have enjoyed, and ſorrowful I have en- 
joyed no more z more ſtrongly engaged and 
refolved to inward and univerſal Holineſs : 

my Faith in Chriſt more encreaſed and iet- 
led; 'my Love to him more inflamed ; my 
Soul ſrengthned and emboldned to under- 
go any thing for him : my ſpiritual delight 
and joy in him raiſed, and leſſened to o- 
ther things: my Eſteem and Valuation of 
the Ordinance heightned, my Graces in it 
exerciſed z my Delires after full Enjoyment 
of God, and Chriſt in Glory, more enlar- 
ged, If he were pleaſed to kill me,he would 
not have received a Burnt- offering and a 
Meat-offering at my Hands neither would 
he:have ſhewed me all theſe things. nor as 
at this time , have given me to experience ' 
ſuch things as theſe. O thatI may always 
retain a thankful ſenſe of all .his Benefits ! 
0, how much am 1 beholder t5 thee, = 
Go 


wet 
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' God? 1 havebeen praiſing of thee, but no. 
- thingto whatl ought ; or what thoy de- 
ſerveſt. O, how can I ceaſe to magnify 
thee? for what Iam and have, for the uſe 
.of thy Creatures, and thy Bleſſing with 
them, for every Crum, much more for 
Chriſt, that Foundation-mercy, that hath 
all Mercies folded up in him, and entailed 


_ "unto him; that ſweetens, and ſanCtifies e- 


very Mercy : For this Feaſt on his Body and 
Blood, for the Joys of thy Houſe, and the 
Viands of Heaven; for any meaſure of 
Life and Aﬀection ,, Raiſedneſs- and Com- 
fort, Grace and Goodneſs, Bleſs the Lord, 0 
any Soul,and' all that 15 within me bleſs his holy 
Name.While I live I will praiſe thee, I will [ing 
\ Praiſe unto my God, while I have a Being: and 
what is here wanting in thy due Praiſe,I will 
Pay hereafter in everlaſting Hallelujahs. 
Reft not in the work dane, though done never 
ſo well. Beware,leſt by ſpiritual Pride, and 
future Negligence, thou loſe the things 
thou haſt wrought. Had Idone all, as well 
as was commanded me, I would: ſay, I am 
an unprofitable Servant, 1 had done out 
my- Duty ; but, O,how ſhort come of it! 
©, let not the Lord lay to my charge, my 
want af due Preparation ; my Coldneſs,and 
_ Indifferency, Diſtration and Unbelief, my 


"ſo many failings before, and at the Ordl- 


Nance. 
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nance : that my Heart was in no better 
frame ; that | rook no more pains with it 


- to fit ze for thy ſelf: that iz was no more 


broken for my Sins, when the Miniſter 
broke the Bread : that when I took it, I 
was ſodull, ſo dead, and did not better 
reach forth the hand of Faith to lay hold 
on, and apply. Chriſt and his Benefits ; fo 
played the Hypocrite before thee, and my 
Fellow-Communicants : that -when the 
Wine was poured forth, and I ſaw how 
Chriſt ſhed his Blood for Sinners, I ſcarce 
dropped a Tear for the cauſe, from an 
Heart ſenſible of my Sins, and his Love 
unto my Soul : when took and drank the 
Cup, | did not remember him as I ought : 
that my Heart was not fo ſerioully intent, 
and reverent, ſo deeply affected, ſuitable 
to the Importance, and Excellency of the 
Daty, and the Majeſty of him with whom 
I had to do. + 
Spend ſome time in ſtrengthning and con- 


firming thy holy Purpoſes and Reſolutions. | Q, 


that ſome Fruit may be ſeen of this day, 
till the Solemnity return! that the thoughts 
and meditations I had there, may be ſo 
ſtrongly, ſo deeply fixed and rooted in my 
Heart, that notning may be able to pluck 
them up! that I may be ſo ſenſibly poſleſt 


| with the Perſuafions that Chriſt 1s in, and 
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united to me! that when a Temptation 
comes and knocks for Entrance, I may rea- 
dily, naturally ſay, 7 am not be that I was 
before, the Property of the Houſe is quite 
changed z Ilive, yet not, but Chriſt in 
me z 1 was indeed a common Inn to enter- 
tain all Comers, but now I am become the 
ſole Habitation of the Z#igh and Holy One, 
he expects to be Honourably treated like 
unto himſelf, he will have no Competitors 
or unclean thing in his Houſe : I cannot a- 
riſe and open to you. O, how ſhall I treat 
him, who hath taken up. his abode with 
me? Shall I take the Members of Chriſt, and 
make them the Adembers of an Harlot? defile 
that Body, wherein he hath choſen to re- 
ſide? force him out- of his Habitation by 
any Impurity ? offend him by any noyſom 
Thoughts, or unſavory Breath out of my 
Mouth ? ſhall thoſe Hands that have recei- 
ved the ſacred Elements, work Deceit ? 
thoſe Eyes that have been filled with Fears 
at the Lords Table, be filled with Luſt or 
' Envy? thoſe Teeth that have eaten holy 
Bread, grind the face of the Poor ? thoſe 
Lips that have touched the Sacramental 
Cap, ſalute an Harlot ? the Mouth that 
hath drunk conſecrated Wine, be full of 
rotten diſcourſe? ſhall I be ſo greedy of the || 
World, as to forget to retire to my" | 
| | with Þ 


after the Sacrament. 


with my Saviour ? ſhall 1 ſo perplex my 
ſelf with Buſineſs, as to omit to pray, to 
meditate, to ſing Praiſes unto, thee ? No, 
I am not at my own diſpoſe, | have ſworn, 
and will perform,that I will keepthy righ- 


- teous Judgments ; and often conſider how 
deeply 1 am. obliged to him that hath paid 


my Debt. O, I can never parallel 11s Lovs. 
yet let me ſhew my ſelf thankful ; | can 6c 
nothing ſatisfafory,but let me do ſomerhing, 
gratulatory. He gave himſelf a Sin-offering 
for me, let me give my ſelf a Thank-offe- 
ring to him, offer np my ſelf a living Sacri- 
fice unto my Redeemer,who offered up him- 
ſelf a dying Sacrifice for my Redemption. 

Beware of Crucifying Chriſt afreſh.) To 
them that believe he is precious : now [I 
have begun to celebrate the Marriage, O, 
let me never throw off the Wedding-Gar- 
ment, ſtain it by any Pollution, or ſeek af- 


ter other Lovers; eat his Bread, and lift 


up the Heel againſt him; take the Cup,and 
betray my Intereſt in him; after I have re- 


ceived him, caſt him out of my Heart ; 


live in that for which he died. As the Sa- 
crament is a Memorial of Chriſt Crucified 
for Sz, let it be a Remembrance to me of 
abhorring, crucifying, abſtaining from. it. 
Elſe, I hold on Satan's fide, ſeek: to keep 


- him on his Throne, do thoſe things which 
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Chriſt 1s more unwilling Iſhould, than he 
was to ſuffer all the Indignities: and Tor- 
ments the Jew- inflicted ; he was willing to 
. die by their Hands, rather than any Incon- 
veniency ſhould fall upon me, than'Sin and 
Satan ſhould reign over, and keep Poſleſſi- 
on in me; he wasnot troubled io much to 
_ aye, as he was to ſee me live in. Sin ; for he 
died, that I mightceaſe from Sin. And do 
I diſpute when a Temptation is preſented, 
whether Chriſt, or Barrabas ſhall be pre- 
ferred? my Luſts denied, or my Lord cru- 
cified ? that which would murder my Soul 
deſerve to be ſpared, or he that ſuffered 
to ſave it? O, how ſad! that he who ſeems 
to deifie Chriſt in.the Eucharift, ſhould vi- 
lifie him in his Members ; thar ſuch who 
 pretendato-cat and drink Chriſt's Body and 
Blood at the'Church, ſhould eat the Bread 
of Wickedneſs,and drink the Wine of - Vi- 
olence in their own. Houſes : that they 
ſhould be ſo devout at the Sacrament, as if 
they believed God'to be in the Bread; and 
in their Lives ſo prophane , as if they be- 
lieve not God to be in Heaver, | 
Abandon and crucify all $in more than ever,” 
I have put off my Coat of Corruption, how 
ſhall I put it on? I have waſhed my Feet 
in the Blood of the Lamb,how ſhall 1 defile 
_ . chem? the Lord hath ſpoken Peace unto 
V; ie, 


he. 
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me, let me not return again to Folly. Hath 
ke taken off my 'former Burthen, and caſt 
it on the Back of his dear Son, and ſhall I 
lay more Load upon him ? hath he loved 
me, and "waſhed me from my Sins in his 
6wn'Blood, and ſhall I, with the Dog, re- 
turnto the Vomit? with the Sow that is 
waſhed, to her wallowing in the Mire ? 
ſhall 1 take Poiſon after Phy lick? make 
the Table of the Lord contemptible ? Hath 
he been fo gracious to me, / as" to vouciiſate 
and ſeal me a Pardon of all my Sins,and ſhall 
Fſo-abuſe his goodneſs, ſo turn his Grace 
mto' 'Wantonneſs, as to run afreſh on his 
ſcore ? is nor this toraccount the Blood of 
the Covenant, wherewith I am fanCtified, - 
an unholy thing? may I not tear his Anger 
will kindle againſt me, and that he will no 
more have mercy on me ? O, let not thoſe 
| Hanas that were reached forth to receive 
Chriſt, be ſtretched out to Oppreſſion and 
Violence but be henceforth ſacred, and 
do no Deed that may offend thee : nor 
thoſe Lips that have touched thoſe holy 
Myſteries, be defiled with the Devil's dri- 
yel, filthy Communication;but be hallowed 
from all words that may diſpleaſe thee. ©, - 
let my Soul, which by thy Sacrament 1s made 
ſo happy,as to be ſo near to thee, be never 
ſo wretched, as to think any thing too dear 
H 3 for 
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for ſuch a Saviour. Let nothing make me 


leave my firſt Love, who for love -of me, 
left his Father and Country, Heaven and 


| .. Glory toeſpouſe me. 


. - Frequently conſider the Engagement thou haſt 

 bereby laid upon thy ſelf. No ſpace of time 
can wear it off, to the ſame ſtriftneſs a/ our 
days as this, though we had but this one 
Opportunity to receive. ' The Bonds my 
Soul is entred into, will never be cancelled. 
God forgets not his Promiſes, nor my 
Breaches, though I may;the-Matter is now 
out of my Hands, I-cannot revoke this Gift 
of my ſelf to God (indeed I have given 
nothing but what was his own before ) af- 
ter theſe Vows there is no Enquiry to be 
made, whether they ſhould be kept. This 
day I have avouched the Lord to be my 
God, to walk in his Wzys, and to keep his 
Statutes ; and he hath avouched me to be 


' - one of his People : | have taken Chriſt for * 


my Lord, and Husband,to live in Love and 
Obedience to him, as I hopeto be ſaved by 
him. . Tempt me not therefore from my 
Loyalty and Allegiance ; the Yows of God 
are. upon me, ſealed at the Sacrament, and 
recorded in Heaven ; not one of my fellow- 
. Communicants, but are Witneſſes with, and 
. to God, that they ſaw me- perſonally, pub- 
lickly own, and renew my PO oO 

im; 
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him; for my Oath's ſake,and thoſe that fate 
with me, 7 will not do this Evil, and ſin a+ 
gainſt God, Shall I alienate and pollute the 
Heart ſo ſolemnly devoted to him ? break 
thoſe Bands aſunder, and fetch the Sacrifice 
away from the Altar,tyed with ſuch ſtrong 
Coris of Oaths and Covenants ? muſt 1 
not expect to bring fire along with'it ? to 
provoke God to a ſevere revenge of the 
Mocks and Scorns I put upon him? ſhall 
ſo horribly prophane his Name ? and make 
my ſelf ſuch a forſworn, perjured Wretch? 
Is ita light thing to break an Oath made 
ſolemnly with God? ſhall he eſcape that 
doth ſuch things? or ſhall he break the Co- 
 venant, and be delivered ? As 7 Live, ſaith 
the Lord,furely my Oath which he hath deſpi- 
. ſed, and my Covenant which he hath broken , 
even it F will recompence on his own Head. 1 
am ſure he will betrue to-his Promiſes, and 
ſhall fall under his Threatnings, by being _ 
falſe to mine? If a good Man keep his Oaths 
and Promiſes with Men to his own hurt, 
much more ought he thoſe to God for his 
own good. 

Wakon in ſtrength of this ſpiritual Food tilt 
thou comeſt to perfettion..] O that I may ſtill 
drink of the Spiritual Rock,, find the effica- 
" cy, virtue and benefit of the Sacrament, 
follow and ſtream after me, while I tra- 

H 4 Ph 8 vel 
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vel in this Wilderneſs! O; that I may be 
ſtronger and ſtronger in all Graces, more 

active and exaCter inall Spiritual Daties ; 

hear more heedfully, pray more fervently, 

receive more believingly, keep the Sabbarh 

more exactly, watch over. my heart and 

ways more diligently 3 be more hmble and 

pioxs towards God, more jzſt and righteous 

_ to Man, more ſober and temperate toward 
1y ſelf; that I may walk worthy of Chriſt, 
of the Covenarnt,of the Sacrament, Kingdom, 
Goſpel, and Grace of God ! of my Birth and 
Breeding! O, that my preſent Deport- 
ment. may be anſwerable tomy future Pre» 

ferment ;.that there may be ſome Pro- 
portion between my frequent receiving, and 

growing in Grace; that I may ſhew forth bis 


Death till he conie, inreſpeCt of its Influ- . 


ence'on my*Soul? 

Delight in Spiritual Fellowſhip with Chriſt's 
AAembers.”] O, that I may now bury all 
Envy, Malice, Hatred, Uncharitableneſs ; 
and ( as Chriſt ) love my Enemies, but e- 
Fpecially thoſe that are Partakers of the 
ſame Benefits with me! O, that that Sen- 
tence may ſtiil run in-my Mind, If God /o 
loved 145, we ought alſo to love one another ! O, 
that I-may ſhake off all ungodly Society, 
have my Heart linked unto, and be a Com- 
panion.of all thoſe that fear the _ ; 
=” 21 make 
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'niake the livelieſt- of them my moſt- 1n5- 
mates, and upon all. occaſions improve 
their Fellowſhip to the beſt Advantage. O, 
that I may henceforth behave my ſelf as a 
Stone-of the ſame Building ; as a Branch of 
the ſame Yime ;, as a Servant of the ſame Fa. 
mily; as a Member of the ſame Body; as a 
Sor of the ſame Father | ©, Merciful Eter- 
nal High Prieſt, let that Sacrifice thou once 
offeredſt on the Croſs for the Sins of the 
World, which thou doſt now and ever re- 
preſent in Heaven to thy-Father by thy ne- 
ver-cealing Interceſſion,, which this day 
hath been exhibited Sacramerntally on thy 
holy Table, obtain Mercy and Peace, 
Faith and Love, Truth and Unity, Safety 
and Eſtabliſhment, Grace, Glory and all 
good'things to thy whole Church ; and let 
not theGares of Hell ever prevail againſt it; + 
| - Chear up and. Comfort thy ſelf againſt: all 

Diſcoaragements.'] | Have I] worthily” re- 
ceived the Lords Supper, whatſoever my 
Miſeries are, this cannat but be a reviving 
Cordial, yet my Sins are pardoned. How lit- 
tle ſhonld-1-be' diſmayed. at any: inward 
or outward Tronbles-?: les. me! bei fed: all 
my days with the!Bread-and Water of Af- 
fiction, I have-another Bread.and: Cup to 
{ſweeten both ;' ler her nor -fay ſhe 35 ſick, her 
| Sins are forgiven, :.. have received an all- 
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ſofficient Saviour; and ſeek for nothing in, 
but renounce zzy ſelf, having ſo much in 
him. How can | any more walk dejeCtedly, 
thatam intereſted in the New Covenant ? 
- which, with all-its Promifes and Privi-- 
leges, 1s ratified and confirmed to me? 
" whatever | need is to be had here, Health 
and recovery. from Sickneſs, a competent 
Maintenance and Support, Peace and De- 
liverance from our Enemies, Content and 
Patience, Liberty and Joy, ſanCtified Rich- 
es, Or chearful Poverty, and whatſoever is 
a Blefling is purchaſed for, and ſecured to 
us. AndO, that hw, in all my Troubles, 
Difficulties, Addreſles to God, may quiet 
me, and ſtrengthen my Faith to appre- 
_ him as in Covenant with me, that 

ath engaged himſelf to be wich me in all 
Eſtates and Conditions, and to order all 
things for my Advantage - I have reſigned 
up my ſelf to him, let him do with me 
what ſeemeth him- good. He cannot deny 
himfelf; -all his Words are Oaths for' their 
Certainty, and. all his Promsfes, the ſure 
 Afereies of David. This Sacrament 1s that 
to. my. particular: Perſon, which it is in it 
{Mf,: and;by defign'to all: the World: If 1 
receive. worthily, 'I ſhall receive any of 
thoſe Bleſſings according as God ſhall chuſe 
for me, which ſhall be not only with more 

+ e <4 . Wriſaom, 
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Wiſdom, but more Afedion, than-I canfor- 
my ſelf. Let me but be void of all Care, 


bur only to. preſerve my Father's Love, and 
I cannot want. He whom Almighty Wif- 
dom and Goodneſs takes a Fatherly Care 
of, engages to feed, cannot but have e- 
nough.. All things are yours, and you are: 
Chrift's, and Chriſt is God's: Nothing is 
excluded, where he is included. 

Keep up earneſt longings afjer this, and the 
eternal Supper of the Lamb. ] O, when will 
the Opportunity return? when ſhalll come 


 andappear before God ? when ſhall I ſee 


his-Power and his Glory,taſt his Love and 
Goodneſs, as | have in the Sacrament ? Oz, 
that 1 may, ſtill be feaſting my. Soul on: 
thoſe Heavenly Dainties, thoſe ſpiritual 
Viands, thoſe ſatisfying Pleaſures at his 
Table! I think the time long to that day 
of gladneſs and rejoicing. The King of 
Glory hath now eſpouſed me to himſelf 
by. Proxy, by. his Ambaſſador; the day: 
is haſtening when the Marriage ſha 

be publiekly, triumphantly Solemnized,, 
and compleated.. Mount up (my. Soub): 
and ever ſtand wiſhly. looking for his- Ap- 
pearance; never flack thy Watch, nor let 
thy Expectation cooh, till.he take thee to» 
himſelf, where we ſhall be gathered: toge- 
ther where the Body. is, and his — 
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Tented without an Umbrage; where he ſhall 
- lay aſide his Veil, and his aimable Connte- 
ance be chequered with no intermingled 
Frowns, intervening Clouds, or. obſcure 
Mediums ; where yfteries ſhall be. turned 
into Revelations, the Trarſlation into the O- 
 riginal, Commemoration into Viſion, eſpouſal 
into mutual Fruition and Embraces,Sighs,and 
Tears into nuptial Songs and Feſtivities, tran- 
fient Glances into the direct Beams of the 
ever-radiant Sun of Righteouſneſs, a mo- 
. ments Work into an Eternity of Reſt : 
where is Satiety without nauſeating ; per- 
| fef# Happineſs without Care or Incum- 
brance, Envy or Succeſlor, Alteration or 
End; for every Chain a ray of Light,every 
Tear a Pearl, every. Priſon a Palace, every 
Loſs the purchace of a Kingdom, every Af- 
front in God's Service, an eternal Ho- 
Nour, every hour- of Sorrow a thouſand 
| Years of Comfort, multiplied with a ne- 
ver-ceaſing Numeration. Where Fob, that 
fate on the Dunghil, ſits among the An- 
vels; Lazar that lay among the Dogs, is 
Todged in Abrahari's Boſom ; the Saints 
- heretofore among the Pors, walk in white: 
where are Riches and Pleaſures, true and 
"real, adequate and ſuitable , ſolid and ſa- 
| _  tisfying, laſting and durable : where ſhall 
-. . ſe thee (Qinhnite ſweetneſs and alle) 
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without a Yeil, and live upon thee without 
_ a Figure: where I ſhall. have not a Sacra- 
menial, but a Beatifical Communion ; not 
wear thy-&irg ,: but ice thy Face; not #e- 
* anember ,but behold thee; not in Faith, but. 

clear and full of Fraztior. 


Come Love! Come Lord \ and that long Day, 
For which I languiſh, come away. = 
When this ary Soul thoſe Eyes ſhall ſee, 

And d+ink the unſeal'd ſcource of thee ; 

When Glory's Sun Faith's ſhade ſhall chace, 
Then for thy Veil give me thy Face. 


(174) 
AN 


APPENDIX 

Few TO THE- | 

Deyout- Communicant : 
CONTAINING 


More particular DireQions and Medi- 
tations for the time of Receiving : 
With a Prayer before and after. 


A Prayer at home before the Sacrament. 


 Ternally Bleſſed, and infinitely Glori- 
b* FE ous Lord God !. Thoxart greatly. to be 
feared in the Aſſembly of thy Saints, and: to- 
be had in reverence of all that draw nigh 
unto-thee. Look down from-Heaven, the 
Habitation of thy Holineſs. and. Glory, in: 
 mach-Mercy, Pity, and tender Compaſſion 
upon--2e,a.vile, ſinful, deſpicable Creature, 
proſtrate at thy Foor-fool; unworthy to 
took. up unto.thy Throze, or to receive any. 
thingat thy Hands, but thy Wrath and ſe- 
vere Diſpleaſure. Iam leſs than the leaſt 
of all thy Xercies, and liable to the ſevereſt 
of thy Judgments, by. reaſon of the Polluti- 
| on 
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on and finfulneſs of my Nature,. Heart and - 
Life. I am of the degenerate Poſterity of 
fallen Adam; and haveall the Powers,Facul- 
ties and Members of my Soul and Body de- 
filed with Sin, 1 have ſized inevery Age, 
in every Relation, in every Condition, in 
every Employment of my Life. I have 
 diſtruſted thy. Word, diſregarded thy 
_ Calls, lighted thy Judgments, abufed thy 
Mercies, turned thy Grace into Wanton- 
neſs, rejected the tenders of thy Love, re- 
ſited the Motions of thy Holy Spirit, -the: 
Checks of my own Conſcience, and fofowed 
the otions of my own evil Heart ; I have 
diſhonoured thy Name, prophaned thy 
Sabbaths, polluted thy Ordinances, been: 
unthankful for thy Benefits, impatient un- 
der Afﬀfictions, unfaithful to my Promiſes, 
miſ-pent my time, neglefted my Duty, 
walked unanſwerable to thoſe multiplied 
Obligations laid upon me; broken all thy 
holy Commandments, by many and great 
Tranſgreſſions, made and judged: my ſelf 
unworthy of everlaſting Life; *Herements- 
* ſo that nothing might re- on your particu- 
main unte-me, but a fearful 7 Fazlings. 
looking for of Judgment and fiery. Indig- 
nation to.deyour me. 

But thou delighteſt in Aferey, and not in: 
the Death of a Stwrer, art not willing 
| _ any 


E: = 156 A Prayer before -: 
any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come 
to repentance. O, take not Counlſebof rhy 
ja8t Indignation; but of thy native Gooaneſs, 
thy ſatisfied Fuſtice, Wilt thou deſtroy him 
that preſents h12»felf deſerving to be parniſh- 
ed, and thy Son to have ſatisfied? that«de- 
ſires not tolive, unleſs it be by the benefit 
of ' thy Mercy and his Sufferings? Wilt thou 
not /pare me for thy. Son, who ſpared not 
thy Son for 'me? Is there not enough in 
hi: Merits and Sacrifice,- to expiate all my 
- Sins, and to juſtify my Perſon in thy fight? 
O ſuffer notthy ſelf to be deprived of the 
| Glory of my Forgiveneſs and' Salvation, as 
- - - well as my- Creation and Redemption. 
Save me, whom thou haſt hitherto ſpared, 
and forgive me Eternal Death, which [ 
have ſo often merited by my great Offen- 
ces. Bury themall in the bottomleſs Ocean 
of thy own Mercy and Forgetfulneſs, and 
my Saviour's Blood; lay them upon him, 
who. is able to 'bear them, -and cloath me 
with his Righteouſneſs that is able to co- 
- Ver me. 
_ -. O free mefrom the Guilt and Stain, the 
> - Power andPenalty, the Reignand Domini- 
on of Sir, that nothing may ſeparate me 
from thy Love, nor from the ſenſible dif- 
"-coveries of it at thy Table, That 1 may be 
_ -a meet and worthy Receiver. Let thy Holy 
pf Spirit, . 
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Spirit prepare, direct, and affift me. Take 
away my hlthy Garments,my ſpiritual F11- 
thineſs, and cloath me with the beſt Robe, 
T he Lord our Righteosſneſs.O think me wot- 
thy for his ſake, and make me worthy for 
thy Mercies fake. Deal not with me ac- 
cording to my Deſerts, but thy great 
Goodnels, and my great Neceſlity. Let me 
| To remember my Sins, that thou mayelt for- 

get them ;. ſet them ſo-before my Face,that 
thou mayeſt caſt them behind thy Back. 
Give me ſuch a /vely ftedfaſt Faith in Chriſt 
for Forgiveneſs, ' that thou mayeſt ſeal it 
up unto my Soul. Let me /ove him, and all 
his Members, with a pure Heart, fervent- 
ly, atthy holy Communion, and ever after 
without difſimulation. So enlarge my Soul 
with ſpiritual. Affeftions and Deſires, that it 
may even break for the longings it hath un- 
to that Ordinance, and unto thy Teſtimo- 
nies at all times. Remove far from me all 
Blindneſs of Mind, hardneſs of Heart, un- 
relenting Aﬀections, Deadneſs and Indiſ- 
poſedneſs, Earthlineſs and DiſtraCtion, Ir- 
reverence, unbecoming Apprehenſtons, 
whatſoever may hinder the Bleſſing and 
Efficacy of that Soul-nouriſhing, refreſhing 
Ordinance,thy gracious Preſence, my eter- 
nal Salvation. Create'in me anunderſtand- 
ing, heavenly, clean Heart, O-God; and 
A renew 
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renew an humble,contrite,right Spirit with- 
in me z Prepared for thee; O,' be not as a 
ger unto me; hide not thy ſelf from 

me; lift up the light of thy Countenance up- 
on me. Let me feel the comfortable breath- 
ings of thy holy Spirit in my.Soul at thy Or- 
ainance; ſanCtify it to me,and me to receive 
;t acceptably, with due Preparation and Ap- 
prehenſions, Reverence and Humility, Re- 
pentance and Faith, Love and Charity, Joy 
- and Thankfulnefs, a deep ſenſe of thy mex- 
preflible Love,and my own Unworthineſs. 
And, O, that al of #4, who this day ap- 
proach thy Table,may fo car his Fleſh, which 
he hath given for the Life of the World, 
that we may live for ever ; and ſo drink hs 


Sins. feet us not in our ſelves,in thy Juſtice, 
as a canfuming Fire z but a reconciled Fa- 
ther , in thy righteous and beloved Sor, 
whom thou gaveſt, who gave himſelf for us 
when we were thy Enemies. Let us depart 
thence more under the Power of thy Love 
- and Grace, and under greater Reſolutions 
and Abiltics to do thee faithful Service all 
our days through Fe/#s Chriſt our Sacrifice 
and Redemprion, Hope and Confidence, 
Surety and Advocate,the Food and Health, 
the Life and Salvation,of our Soul;who hath 
taught us when we pray to ſay, Ow Fa- 
ther 5 QC«. -" 


Blood, that it may be to us for Remiſſion of 
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As ſoon as ever the Sermon zs ended, 
look towards the Lord's Table, and ſay, 


T HIS Sacrament I am going to, 1s a 
ſtanding Memorial of my Saviours Paſ- 
ſi91,, wherein he once offered up himſelf to 
God; and a Sign of that nouriſhing and 
 ſtrengthning Grace, which he now offers to 
me under the Notion of Food. It is the true 
Means & Inſtrument of conveying unto me 
thoſe Bleſſings, and ſignifies thar, which by 
its proper Inſtitution it reprefents. O that I 
may diſtintly apprehend, rightly uſe, du- 
ly apply it,as to my own Soul. | 
In the making and ordering of theſe Ele- 
ments, ſee, conſider (O my Soul) the heavy 
Preſſures, Piercings, Pains and Sufferings 
of thy Saviour, from his Father,and wicked 
Men, The Malice and Violence of his Mur- 
derers crucified him as a AAalefattor, and 
the fiery Wrath of God made him a Burne- 
Sacrifice ; and under both theſe Sufferings 
he is become to me Mear indeed, and Drink, 
indeed; the Stay and Support, the Comfort, - 
Refreſhment and Life of my Sonl,-rouriſh- 
ing and preſerving it to eternal Life. | 
. That Bread and Wine could never ſuſtain 
and nouriſh me, if the oe had not fallen 
into the Earth, under the Sickle, the _ 
| | | tne 


o 
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the Mill-ſtone, and the Fire; the-other un- 
der the Hook, and Preſs of the Husband- 
man; nothing leſs. than the Croſs, the 
Wounds, the Death of my Lord, my God 
of his deareſt Son made-me a Saviour z and 
by this Sacrament aſſures mel ſhalt be kept 
npand fed with-a- ſupply of all: neceilary 
Bleſlings,as certainly as-he giyes me to taſte 
that Bread: and Wine, the ordinary means 
for preſerving my Life and Strength. 

W hiilt we condemmed Creatures were pal- 
ſing on to- our Execution, the Son of God 
looked upon us, and took our Condemnation 
vpon himſelf 5 and under it died in our 
ſtead : Thus, by the death and SatisfaCtion 
oi this Sacrifice, Fuſtice gave way to my 
. Releaſe; God the Father forgave my 57, 
-and God the Sor procured my Life. 


Then fall upon your nees with all 
| zmaginable Reverence; and ſay, : 


= Et the Words of my Mouth, and the 
| Meditation 'of my Heart, be accepta- 
ble in thy ſight, O' Lord, my Strength and 
my Redeemer. 

Moſt Gracious God, who .of thy great 
Goodneſs, haſt ordained this: Ordinance for 
a continual Remembrance of that ever pre- 
valling Sacrifice, which thy infinite —_ 
Dip om 
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At the time of Receiving, 18x 
dom and Love haft appointed, and accep- 
ted upon the Crols, for us vile, helpleſs, 
wretched Sinners; make us truly /en/tble of 
all our Offences againſt thee,. and of his 
Love and Sufferings forus;z and accept us - 
in Him to the Praiſe of thy Grace. Rebuke 
all unſeaſonable Thoughts and Imaginati- 
ons ; ſtir up, and act in us, every Grace of 
thy Holy Spirit 3 and graciouſly entertain 
us.; and grant we may zew ſo behays our 


ſelves, that we may not provoke, but glo- 


rity thee; be ſavingly Partakers of. the 
Reaemption we now commemorate, and. be 
found and kept in the number © of thy Re- 
dcemed Qnes for ever. = 


Leſled Lord, who reviveſt by this ſa- 
cred Banquet the Memory of thy inex- 
preſlible Love, and of my Saviour's 'Suffe- 
rings; enable me by Faith ſo to apply his. 
Paſion, that healing Strength, and;ſaving 
Virtue may proceed from it ; the Strength 
and ſweet Odour of whoſe Oblation is as 
fragrant, as ſavingly efficacious, as when 
firſt offered up unto thee. Enlighten my 


| Underſtanding, prepare my Heart : Help, 


O help me, that I may zow abate nothing 
of thoſe AﬀeCtions that are due unto Thee, 
-and my ever bleſſed Redeemer. And ler 
me obtain the Fruits and Benefits of his 

| "EN Death 
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Death and Paſſion ; even the Remiſſion of 
all my Sins, and the Fulneſs of all thy Gra- 
ces. O bleſs me, and thine own Inſtitution 
unto me; and grant, that I may not in- 
creaſe my Guilt, by abuſing of what thou 
offereſt me, but may receive a Bleſling 
from thee. | 


H Oly, Righteous Father, who ſceſt no- 
| thing in me that is truly mine, but 


Duſt and Aſhes, and, whichis worſe, ſin- |. 
ful Fleſh, polluted Blood; O look upon || | 
ſome few Reſemblances of thine Image, 
ſome Rays and Beams of thy Spirit, ſome 
ſmall Beginnings of thy Grace, which are 
from thee, in me ; and ſupply the Defects 
with thy Mercy, Merits, and Sacrifice of 
thy Son. Turn thine Eyes,O merciful Father, 
to bus Satisfatlion and Interceſſion, who now 
fits at thy right-hand; to the Seals of thy 
Covenant, which lie before thee upon. thy 
Table ; and to all the Wants and Diſtreſles 
which thou ſeeſt in my Soul ; and take this 
opportunity of glorifying thy Mercy, thy 
Son, and thy Grace; towards me, and 
upon me. h 


Leſled Jeſus, ſo diſpoſe me by thy 

J Grace, and Holy Spirit, to feed ſpiri- 
tually and really upon that Sacrifice which 
| | thou 
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thou offeredſt without the Gate, and which 


this Sacrament ſets before me here in thy 


Court,that I may be admitted into that ho- 
ly Place, which thy Sacrifice hath opened, 
and this Sacrament invites me to. And help 
me ſo todrink of this Fruit of the Vine,that 
I may drink it new 1n my Father's Kingdom ; 
where I ſhall be delighted and refreſhed, 
and. converſe with thee, without theſe ty- 
pical Shadows,and Repreſentations. 


When the Miniſter is confeſſing Sin, and pray- 
#ng for the Efficacy of the Ordinance,let your 
Heart concurr with him, and put in your 

particular Failings with their Aggravations, 
and the Mercies you in ſpecial need, which he 
omits, Proſtrate your Souls in the ſenſe of your 
own Vileneſs, aud Neceſſities; joyn with all 
_— in his Confeſſtons yt”, Petitions,as 
one that knows the evil of Sin, and the need 
* and worth of the Bleſſings he requeſts, 


And let the ſolemn Conſecration of the Bread 
and Wine mind thee how thy Saviour was 


conſecrated and ſet apart for thy Salvation ; 
and ſay, : 


OW wonderful is thy Wiſdom and 

Love, O God, in our Recovery and 

Redemption ; How juſtly mighteſt _ 
ave 
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have dealt with us as with the fallen An- 
gels, and left us to periſh without a Re- 
medy? How ſtrangely doſt thou Florify 
thy Mercy over thoſe Sins, that gave thee 
the advantage, and occaſion to glorify thy 
Fuſtice? Even thou our God whom we 
have offended and provoked eternally to 
ruine us, haſt, out of thine own Treaſure, 
ſatisfied thine own Juſtice ; and given us a 
Saviour,by ſuch a Miracle of Wiſdom, Love 


and Condeſcenſion, as Men and Angels ſhall 


never be able fully to comprehend. So 
didft thou love the ſinful World, as ro give 
thy o:.ly begotten'Son, that whoſoever believes in 
him ſhould not periſh,but have everlaſting Life. 


When you ſee the breaking of the Bread, 
and pouring out of the Hine, ſay, 


Hateful Sin! O wonderful Love /. 0 
dreadful Juſtice ! O precions Sacri- 

fice! O merciful Saviour! How gracious, 
Lord, haſt thou been to Sinners ? How le- 
vere unto thy Son? - How cruel have we 

© been unto thee, and our ſelves ? how ſmall 
2 matter hath tempted me to thar,' which 
colt ſo dear before ic was forgiven, 
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T Cannot but here obſerve ſomething ve- 

ry like the Sacrifice and Paſſion of my 
dear Redeemer.Th the Bread of Life was 
broken ; Th the Lamb of God was ſlainz 
Thus his precious Blood was ſhed ; Thus 
his Father gave him once todie, and gives 
ſtill the virtue of his Death to bleſs and ſave 
every one that comes unfeignedly to Him. 


x 
Fhile the Miniſter and others are Re 
cezving before you, ſay, | 


V Ho can ſufficiently admire and a- 
dore thee,moſt gracious God,for 
reconciling unto thy ſeif ? Vile Sinners 
the Off-ſpring of ſinful Parents, thou 
treateſt us as familiar Friends,as dearChil- 
dren. Thou mighteſt have brought  to- 
gether hither for a Sacrifice to thy Fuſtice , 
and behold one of thine own making for 
164, the Son of thy Love, We are unworthy 
of the leaſt crumb of our daily Bread; un- 
worthy to tread upon thy Earth, to breath 
inthy Air, to lift ap our Eyes to Heaven 
and thou giveſt us Bread from Heaven, 
Liberty to tread thy Courts, thy Spirit to 
breath in our Hearts, leave to breath out 
our Requeſts unto Thee, O compaſſionate 
Father. And now, ſince Love will chaſe ſuch 
I unworthy 
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have dealt with us as with the fallen An- 
. gels, and left us to periſh without a Re- 
medy? How ſtrangely doſt thou glorify 
thy Mercy over thoſe S725, that gave thee 
the advantage, and occaſion to glorify thy 
Fuſtice? Even thou our God whom we 
have offended and provoked eternally to 
Tuine us, haſt, out of thine own Treaſure, 
ſatisfied thine own Juſtice ; and given us a 
Saviour,by ſuch a Miracle of Wiſdom, Love 
and Condeſcenſion, as Men and Angels ſhall 
never be able fully to comprehend. Sa 
didft thou love the ſinful World, as ro give 
thy o:.ly begotten'Son, that whoſoever believes in 
him ſhould not periſh,but have everlaſting Life. 


When you ſee the breaking of the Bread, 
and pouring out of the Wine, ſay, 


Hateful Sin! O wonderful Love /. O 

dreadful Juſtice / O precions Sacri- 
fice! O merciful Saviour! How gracious, 
Lord, haſt thou been to Sinners ? How ſe- 
vere unto thy Son? - How cruel have we 
© been unto thee, and our ſelves ? how ſmall 
a matter hath tempted me to zhar,' which 
colt ſo dear before ir was forgiven, 
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I Cannot but here obſerve ſomething ve- 

ry like the Sacrifice and Paſſion of my 
dear Redeemer.Thz the Bread of Life was 
broken ; Thus the Lamb of God was ſlain 
Thus his precions Blood was ſhed ; Thus 
his Father gave him once to die, and gives 
ſtill the virtue of his Death to bleſs and ſave 


every one that comes unfeignedly to Him. 


% 
While the Miniſter and others are Re- 
cezving before you, ſay, | 


V V Ho can ſufficiently admireand a- 

dore thee,moſt gracious God,for 
reconciling unto bhy ſelf ? Vile Sinners 
the Off-ſpring of ſinful Parents, thou 


treateſt us as familiar Friends,as dearChil- 
dren. Thou mightelt have brought » to- 


gether hither for a Sacrifice to thy Fuſtice , 


and behold oe of thine own making for 
1s, the Son of thy Love, We are unworthy 
of the leaſt crumb of our daily Bread; un- 
worthy to tread uponthy Earth, to breath 
inthy Air, to lift ap our Eyes to Heaven 
and thou giveſt us Bread from Heaven, 
Liberty to tread thy Courts, thy Spirit to 
breath in our Hearts, leave to breath out 


our Requeſts unto Thee, O compaſſionate 


Father. And now, ſince Love will chaſe ſuch 
unworthy 
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unworthy Gueſts, and Afercy be honoured 
' upon ſuch Sinand Miſery, let that Mercy 
that invites us, make us acceptable, and 
gracioully entertain us, 


Oo Author of my- Salvation, and of theſe 
; Myſeeries that expreſs it ; the Object, 
-and Truth of what I am now going to. re- 
<ceive , thou art as able to perfe& me with 
thy Bleſſings and Graces from thy Throne, 
as thou wert to redeem-me by thy Sacri- 
fice -on thy-Croſs. O, perform: in me by 
thy Sufferings, what thou doſt exhibit and 
preſent. By this thy Body broken,give me 
alſo Nouriſhment and Maintenance unto e- 
ternal Life. Look upon a poor Sinner at 
thy Table, as Thou didſt on him that hung 
- by thy Croſs, and remember -me-now- Thou 
art in'thy Kingdom. - | 


T Am anworthy of the Crums- that fall 
2 fromthy Table, of the common Mer- 
Ties of Food and Ray ment, much leſs, that 
thou ſhould'ſt come and ſrp, and dwell 
with me : but ſeeing it is thy good -plea- 
ure to youchſafe me this Favour,©O cleanſe 
qe fromall my Sins, that I may entertain 
thee in a pure andfanCtified Heart. Make 
this unclean Habitation, that is ſo unfit to 
receive thee, a Temple for thy = . 
7 : F Y . je We 
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_ dwell in. Strengthen my Faith, aſſiſt me by 


thy Grace and Spirit';\that I may fully re- 
ly upon thee, apply thy: Sufferings unto 
me, and worthily receive thee. 


That thou art:the Bread of Life, that 

CH cameſt downfrom Heaven, and giveſt 
'Life unto the World : | Enable me while 1 
am feeding; upon. theſe Elentents, which re- 
preſent unto.me that. univerſal, compleat 
Sacrifice propitiatory for the Sins of Man- 
kind ; by Faith to Feaſt upon, lay hold on, 


_ apply, and rejoyce in the: Satisfaction made 


'by my Redeemer's Pailion;:-until '1 find my 
:Soul nouriſhed. with Joy, Pedce:and Com- 
fort which: draws from thence. Convey 


;unto-my Soul all thefaving Benefits of that 


great Expiation. Let me with. thy- precious. 


Body. and Blood, receive ſugh; Portians of 


thy holy Spirit as-may.mortify-my wonld- 


1y Aﬀe&ions and:Corruptions,.. revive” my 
dead Heart, .comfort my dejected: Mind, 
[turn my Knowledge-into Practice, and 
©make thatPraQice-eaſy and pleaſant unto 
,—_—:- - P  e-Lel ; 
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When the Minifter gives-you the Bread, 
think you hear Chriſt ſay. to you in 

particular. T9 

| [ Take, eat, this i; my Body, which ts broken 

. For thee', thus de in remembrance of me. 


M Y Lord and my God! didſt thou offer 
up thy ſelf for -e, deſpicable, for- 
lorn, wretched Sinner, as well as for any 
other? and doſt thou ow give thy ſelf un- 
to me, and bid me remember Thee, the Re- 
'deemer of my Sou), the Author,the Object, 
and Truth of this Sacrament? I thankfully 
accept this Pledge of my Redemption. | 
humbly receive thee,with a troebled Heart 
| that I can no better. receive thee, entertain 
thee, love thee, remember thee, ſerve thee, 
_ expreſs* my Gratitude towards thee, and 
-. that I haye ſo oftenoffended Thee. - | 

. Now I know that thou loyeſt me, ſecing 
thou haſt not with-beld thy Son, thine only Sor 
From me.By his Merits and Bloody Sacrifice, 
1 hopeto be received into theFellowſhip of 
his Sufferings here, and into the Commy- 
gion of his Glory hereafter. 


| B Ehold what manner of Love 1s the, that 
God ſhould undergo the - Suſpicions, 


the Cenſures, the Contewpts, the Scorns, 


the 


gy—_me——_—_ i. 
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the Deriſtons, the Deſpite, the Deteſtation 


of vile Man ! fſufter himtelf-io be dealt 
with as a wrgþched Slave a vile Miſcreant ! 
that we might be exempted, not only, from 
the Torment, but the Ignominy we had 
merited! Fhat together with our Life, our 
Safety, our Liberty, we might recover that 
Honour we had forfeited and imbezeled ! 
Be madea Curſe for us, that we might be 
redeemed from the Curſe of the Law, be 
freed from the exemplary Puniſhment due 
to our Tranſgreſſion of it ! How ſtnpendi- 
ous is that Goodneſs? what Obligation 
doth it lay uponus? that he ſhould be 
aſperſed with the worſt Crimes, cloathed 
with the fouleſt Shame,executed on a Croſs 
as a Curſed Malefactor,for who were Ene- 
mies to. him, not commendable for any 
Goodneſs in us, bnt Traiteroas Rebels 
againſt him! who deſerved nothing from 
him, who acted ſo much againſt him / when 
he ſaw ſo plainly,and felt fo throughly the 
horrible Blindneſs, the folly, the Infideli- 
ty, the Imbectlity, the Ingraticude, the In- 
corrigibility, the ſtrange Perverſeneſs, the 
perfidious Malice and Cruelty of Mankind; 
all theſe ſurrounding, invading, diſcharging 
themſelves. upon him ; what Imagination 
can de riff lay Expreſſion of Love, Kind- 
neſs and Friendſhip - -like this? - That he 
See 2) ſhould 
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ſhould .leave the higheſt Happineſs, lay 
aſide the Majeſty and Felicity of *God, for 
the Infamies,and Dolours of a Croſs:ex poſe 
himſelf to the greateſt Hazards, endure 
the ſoreſt Pains, and moſt diſgraceful Ig- 
nomines, proſtitute his Life, and in moſt 
hideous manner loſe it for »s, that he might 
reicte us from the greateſt Miſery, and 
inſtate and purchaſe for us Heaven and 
Glory. Ns: 


| C Ecing the: lively Repreſentation gives me 

ſo freſh a remembrance of the Love and 
Merit of my Redeemer's Paſſion, I cloſe 
with him as the.only foundation of all my 
Hope, as the compleat Satisfaction for all 


my Sins. Q !that I may no more depretiate 


the Worth, or diſparage the Efficacy of his 
Sufferings, by diſpairing of Mercy, or diſ- 


puting of his Love. - How can I doubt of | 
zhy Power to- fave nie, who haſt born the ' 


Sins of the whole World ? or queſtion thy 
Willingneſs,whoot thine own accord calleſt 
all unto thee? or fufpeCt thy Simcerity who 
art Truth it ſelf, and always in earneſt 
with poor Sinners? My . Guilt makes me 
ready to fly from thee, but thy melting 
Voice, thy compaſiionare Nagure, the 
_ matchleſs Inſtances of thy Love, encourage 
_ meto come to thee. - L-ODtt - 
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What higher Kindneſs could God 

expreſs? What lower Condefcen- 
fion could he vouchſate? By what Pledge 
could he more clearly, more ſurely teſtify 
bis willingneſs and delight to do vs good, 
than by thus ordering hs owz Son, dear t9 
him as himKIf, to undergo ſach Mitcrres 
for us? Such a Pun, fs hath been infli- 
(ted on Ifim to expiate our Sins, which 
might content the moſt rigorous ſeverity. 
Such a Pricelaid down to redeem us from 
the Curſe,as is abundantly ſufficient to diſ- 
charge it. Such a Sacrifice offered, which 
God hath avowed for moſt available and: 
acceptable to him. Who is he that condemneth 
ir 15 Chriſt tat ajea? 


How low was our Fall, wher-nothing 
leſs raiſed us than ſuch a depreſſion 


of God's only Son! How abominable malt 


Sin be, which was notexpiated without ſo - 
coſtly a Sacrifice? How deplorable that Mt- 
ſery,which needed faca a Succour to reheve 
it ? How deſperate our Condition, which 
brouzht down from Heaven the Almighty 
Phyſic ctan tocure us,by ſo coſtly a Medicine 
as his own Blood? How forlorn our Eſtate, 
which .extorted from the: moſt gracious | 
God, A Diſpleaſure needing ſuch a Reconci- 

I 4 liation? 
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ciljation?And impoſed on the moſt glorious 
Son of God, a neceſlity to undergo ſucha 
Puniſhment ip our behalf*Surely,had our 
Guilt been ſlight,had our Caſe been tolera- 
ble,had our Recoverybeen eaſy,the Divine 
Wiidom would have choſe a cheaper, leſs 
precious Remedy. The Lord of Glory 
would not have ſo emptied, and abaſed 
himſelf, made himſelf of no Reputation , 
endured ſuch Parns and Ignominies, been 
ſo dealt with for our ſakes, to reſcue and 
ranſom us from a dreadful Execution. 


6 I His ts the ſacrifice, the Rightcowſneſs in 
which I truſt, and by which I am 
jaſtified, and ſaved from the Curſe of thy 
violated Law. As thou jhaſt accepted it, 
O Father, for the World upon the Croſs, 
behold it ſtill, on the behalf of Sinners ; 
and hear his Blood that cries unto thee for 
Mercy, to the miſerable ; and for his ſake 
pardon. us, and accept us as thy reconciled 
Children. EY 

This was my doing: It was I, and ſuch 
other Sinners, that deſerved to bear the 
Puniſhment, who were guilty of the $57. 
And can a Martherer of Chrift, be a ſmall 
Offender ? ſhall lever have a dull, a lifeleſs 
Apprehenſion of thy Love,or a favourable 
' thought of Sin more? O that I may ſuf- 

DT ficiently 
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ficiently deteſt, and never more commit 
thoſe: Offences, that delivered my Redee- 
mer to death, that pierced my Saviour's: 
Hands and ide, that crowned his Head: 
with Thorns, and filled his Soul with: 
Grief::Did bring ſuch Tortures,Diſgraces,. 
Infamy-upon him, inlien of the. Confuſion- 
due unto us. _ 


Thon, who in thine Anger- reven-- 

| gedit. our S275 upon thy- Son, in thy: 
Mercy correct and deſtroy hem allo in me. 
And beſtow upon me ſuch a meaſure-of thy- 
Spirit, through which he offered himſelf 
without ſpot unto thee, as may ſanCtify ior: 
ever the Body and Soul which now I offer 
up unto thee,and help me to diſcharge the: 
Service I promiſe untotthee. Let not lo ex- 
cellent a Price be patd in vain as to: my* 
| Soul; ſo glorious an offering- want- It's: 

due Efiects- upon me — | 


EI Blefſed” Lord Jeſus, who” haſt or- 
- dained this Myſtery for a Commu- 
nion of thy Body,for a means of Advance- - 
ment and-Proficiency- in Holineſs; and for 
an infallible Pledge of- eternal 'Salvation;;. 
which-thou-- haſt purchaſed by thy: Suf- 
ferings, and prepareſt thy People- for; by: 

je UP Ls. chy. 
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thy Grace ; make ths Ordinance of a true 
Sign, an effetral neans of the ſame, that 1t 
may be efficacious to ſettle me in the Com- 
munion of thy Sufferings,which it ſheweth 
forth; to feed me with that living Bread 
which it preſenrs;and to ſanftify me for that 
eternal Happineſs which it promiſes ard 
ſecures, | 


Take the Cup from the Miniſter , as 

B from Chriſt, ſaying 70 you, 

[ This is my Blood of the New TeFtament, 
which 1s ſhed for thee, for the. Remiſſion of 
thy Sins. | 4 


Oo The depth of the Riches both of the 
E Wiſdom and -Knowledge. of -God ! 
How unſearchable is his Goodneſs,and his 
Love paſt finding out? How haſt thou fſur- 
- paſſed all humane Apprehenſions ? What a. 
matchleſs Gift 1s this, and unto what un- 
worthy Sinners! Will God ſtoop ſo low to 
Man? and come ſo near him-?- and thus*-re- 
concile his provoking Enemy ? Will he 
freely pardon all I:-have done? and take 
me into'his /Family, and Love? and feed 
me with the Fleſh and Blood of his Son ! 
Suci aguilty Soul might expect the de- 
ſtroying Angel; that thou wouldſt have 
gs charged 


At the time of Receiving... T9g | 
charged upon meall my Sin andFolly. Bit” | 
while. I condemned my ſelf, . Fhou haſt 
juſtified me, and given me the Seal of my 
Pardon, in the Blood of thy gracious Co- 
venant;-and furprized me- with the ſureſt 
Tokens and Pledges, the. {weeteit: Em- 
bracements of thy Love. 


The unmerited, the: diſtinguiſhing. 
Goodreſs of the great 2nd holy God. 

of Heaven and Earth, in making me a rea- 
{cnable Creature, his:Servant, his Son; in 
providing fo plentifully for my Body, and 
my Soul; temporal and ſpiritual Bread to 
eat, and Rayment to put on! In giving me. 
an Heart in any meature to diſcharge. my. 
Duty unto thee, whilſt others. are neg- * 
letting thee, or expreſſing their Enmity a» 
gain[tthee. Innumerable are thy Crea- 
tnres,that cannot take notice of thy Be= 
 nefits. Yea how great a part of /Mankznd,, 
made at firſt after thine Im»ge, live and 
die in Darkneſs, and perich for want of 
Viſton? Fhat cannot, or will not enjoy 
theſe happy Opportunities ! are unavaida- 
bly kept from them, or wilfnily, finfully 
ſeparate and. exclude . themſelves? How: 
few of thoſe that draw -near to thee, ſm- 
cerely wait upon thee, faithfully ſerve 
thee,are graciouſly accepted by. thee? mw 
Woat. 
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"what-an unvaluable Price haſt thou re- 
deemed a. worthleſs Sinner, that deſerved 
thy everlaſting Vengeance? With how pre- 
Cionsa Feaſt entertaineſt thon ze that de- 
ſerve to be caſt out with the workers of 
Iniquity into the ever-flaming Pit; in that 
I have bcen ſo careleſs of ſerving Thee, ſo 
wiltully offended thee, ſo often preferred 
things diſpleaſing unto thee, before thee; 
and provoked chee to call back thy Good» 
neſs and Mercy from me? | 


Ow dearly haſt thou purchaſed my 

Love ? how ſtrangely haſt thou de- 
ſerved, and ſought it? O, what ſhall I ſay 
unto thee? or do,or ſuffer for thee? which 
way ſhall l expreſs my Gratitude towards 
thee ? O, what an Addition an anſ{werable 
Heart would be to thy Love, and Mercy, 
and Invitation? Make, O make ſuch deep 
and laſting Impreſſions upon my Soul of 
thy Care and Kindneſs, and. Condeſcention 
towards me, that I may always affectio- 
nately remember thee, faithfully ſerve thee, 
never offend thee, eternally enjoy thee. 


That I could love thee as much as I 
ſhould, as I would, as I ſhall love 
thee, when 1 ſhall do nothing elſe but 

praiſe thee, and ſerve thee, and love thee, 
| without. 
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without eyer offending thee, or doubting 
of thy Love unto me. In the mean time, O, 
that it maybe the delight of my Soul to- 
think ofMee, and thy loving kindneſs; .to 
reverenceand worſhip thee, to pray unto 
thee, and praiſe thee, to wait upon thee in 
thine Ordinances, at thy Table, to be ar- 
dered and guided by thee. | 


1 Offer up unto thee, my Soul and Body, 
all Il am and have, to be ruled and 
diſpoſed of by thee. O that | may be full 
of Zeal to follow thee, and rejoice in be- 
ing loved of thee, and humbly confide in 
thee, and abſolutely reſign my ſe unto 
thee, and be filled with conſtant Devotion 
towards thee, and earneſt breathings af- 
ter thee. 


| Father of everlaſting Compaſſion, 
forſake not in this Wilderneſs, a 
feeble Iſrachire, whom thou haſt 
brought thus far out of Egypr:and let not the 
_ Soul thou helft bleſſed with ſome Deſires,and 
| helped thus far with ſome Tendency to- 
wards eternal Happineſs, ever faint or fail 
from the right way. Let not mine Infir- 
mities deprive me of the benefit and com- 
fort of this Oradinaxce, of the happy Effects 
of my. Redeemer's Paſſion, Pardon and 
| Peace, 
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Peace, Grace and Relief, Courage and 
Strength, Support and Prot eclag in the 
whole courſe of »:y Life, and ctengal Hap- 
pincls in that which 15 to come. i 


Son of God, and Life of thoſ that: 

believe; quench not, but cheriſh 
and inflame the ſmoaking. Flax ; break: 
not, but ſupport and ſtrengthen the brut- 
| ſed Reed: Feed with thy Divine Influen- 
ces this tender Branch, this weak Member 
of thine, which without thee. cannot but 
wither, cannot bur die, cannot: but periſh. 
Diſpiſe not the flender beginnings of Grace 
In me, but carry it. on with thy Power, un- 
til thou haſt made me meet for the Inheri- 
tance of the Saints in Life..- 


Bleſſed Spirit of all Grace, cleanſe 

me from all my Sins; keep,and ſet for- 
ward in me, notwithſtanding all my-Infir- 
mities, thine own Work, aad carry it on 
- unto PerfeCtion. Seal up unto me the Co- 
venant of Pardon, which is ſealed and deli- 
vered to me1i this Ordinance. 


I] our Hearts ( moſt gracious God ) 
with Love and Kindneſs towards one 
another ; Let there be no Strite or Diffe- 
renges between #5, or any of thy People, for 
ENDS We 
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we are Brethren, Supply all the Neceſlities 
of our Souls. and Bodies: provide for us, 
as thou knowelt belt for us. Let us be ſtill 
fully ſatisfied, and delighted, under all th 

Diſpenſations towards us; and let all- be 
in Love and Mercy unto us. Mortihe all 
our inordinate AﬀecCtions-and Deſires : 

Draw thine Image -more and more lively 
| upon our Souls. Let our chiefeſt Pleaſure 
conſiſt in ſerving and pleaſing of thee, 
Let nothing diſturb or diſpleaſe us, but 
thy. Diſhonour. ONLY 

Send thy Goſpel where it 1s not preach- 
ed; continue it, and make it very ſucceſ2 
ful where it 1s : Let all whoenjoy it, walk 
worthy of it, and let them be taken care 
of, preſerved, and defended by thee: 

: Forgive unto us, whatever thou haſt ſeen 
amiſs-in us : what is ozrs, graciouſly par- 
don ;-what 1s thine own, graciouſly accept. 
Bleſs 7h:is Ordinance thou haſt ordained for 
thy Church ; accompany z with the Influ- 
ences of that Spirit which thou haſt pro- 


miſed to pour upon all Fleſh; that thereby . jj 


the World,” thy Church, our Souls, and 
Bodies may glorify thee, now and ever; 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. Amer. 


4 
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T Adore, and Magnify thee ( moſt graci- 
- ous. God, and - mercitul' Father): for 


_ - whatthouartin thy ſelf, and unto all thy 


Creatures ; for thy infinite Wi/dom, Power, 
and Goodneſs; and-for any dilcoveries of 
the ſame in, and by thy Word, and Works : 
that- thou. haſt ſo wonderfully. made, ſo 
plentifully provided for. every Creature; e- 


ſpecially ar, their Lord, thy Image and 


- Glory. But how can we iufficiently ad- 
"mire. thy inexpreſſible Condeſcention and 
Love, intaking notice of #.( except to pu-: 
niſh z ) in becoming ſo nigh-unto ws, when 
ve lay in. our Blood, and ha& made our- 
ſelves. worſe. than the Beaſts that periſh > 
and doit.thou open thine Eye upon ſuch ann 
one? and hringeſt me into Fellowſhip with 
thee? Is-it pleating to theeto look upon 
abominable, filthy Man? or gain unto thee, 
to ſerve me? to give thy. ſelf to,. and. for 
me? to purchaſe ſuch.a clod of Earth and 
Sin, with thy own Blood? O, when I con- 
ſider the Xock, whence I was.hewen;and rhat 
on which thou haſt ſer me;. from what I 
- was fallen, and to what thou: haſt exalted 


me; where | had been, and where I ſhall bez. 
7 
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I am amazed at thy Love, Iam confound- | 


ed at my Ingratitude! What ſhall I return 


unto zhee ( that humbleſt thy ſelf to behold 
the things that are in Heaven, and Earth 
_ for the innumerable Inſtances of thy pecu- . 
liar Care, and ſpecial Love ; for chuling 
me out of the World, that I might not be 
condemned with it; for making a_Child of 
Wrath, the Object of thy Love ; for open- 
ing to me a door of Mercy, whilſt I was ſhut- 
ting it againſt my felf; thinking towards 
me :Thoughts of Peace, whileſt mine were 
only evil, and Enmity againſt thee; for ſo 
many occaſions and opportunities of pral- 
{ing thee, and that I have not ſinned away - 
all, into an Incapacity of praiſing thee ; for 
ſtriking a Conjugal Covenant with me, 
whoſe Perſon is uglineſs and Deformity, 
whoſe Parentage baſe and Deſpicable,whoſe + 
Portion nothing but Diſeaſes and Miſery 3 
for feeding me this day with thy Word and 
Sacrament, with thy own Fleſh and Blood; 
who mighteſt long ago have ſhook off the 
hand of thy Providence. ſuch a Viper as l 
am into Fire unquenchable, and made me 
there ſadly experience what it is to abuſe - 
Grace by the loſs of Glory ; for any Heart, 
endeavours, or Aſſiſtance, any ſigns of thy 
Acceptance, any livelineſs of AﬀeCction in 
commenoratiaſg, the all-ſufficient Sacrifice of 
my 
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my. ever-prevailing Mediator , inſtead of 
being made a Sacrifice to thy Juſtice for ever 
and ever: that I have been pledging thee 
in a Cup of Love, while others drink the 
Dregs of thy Wrath; in any,meaſure diſ- 
charging my Duty , whilſt others are ſaf- 
fering the infupportable Puniſhment of 


their Neglects: that thou haſt aſſured me. 


| of Forgiveneſs and all other Bznefits pur- 
 . chaſed by thy Paſſion, while ſo. many Mil- 
| lions are ſealed up. under Wrath, in the 
Prifon of thy Fury ;, Not unto me (O Lord) 
not unto me, but unto thy Name be thy 
Praiſe. O my God, to theſe and all thy 
Mercies, deny not this, a thankful Heart for 
all thy Mercies,and Grace to make them In- 
centives to more chearfal, and ſincere O- 
bedience. Mind me always of, and enable 
me faithfnlily to perform the Yows and Pro- 
mſes now upon m23 confirm and ſtreng- 
then them, that they may ſtand as faſt as thy 
everlaſting Covenant. Let me not falfify 
with thee, nor depart from thee, or defile 
that place thou haſt choſen for thy Temple; 


but dedicate it wholly to thee. Ler the Fruit 


of the Ordinance be found to the praiſe of 
thy Grace, ths Support and encourage- 
ment, Comfort and Advantage of my own 
Soul. Let mealways remember thee, and 
my Duty unto. thee : let nothing ſeparate 

nt 
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me from the Love of thee; let me rather 
die, than deny ordiſhonour thee. Make me 
ſenſible how .-much my Saviour loved me, 
by his ardent deſire to bean offering for 
me, and remembred by me. Let me-not 
 Tpare my darling Sins for thy ſake , who ſpa- 
redſt not thy beloved Son for mine. Let me 
always look upon that with Horror and 
Hatred, which procured to him ſo much 
Ienominy and Torment. Let not thoſe 
Luſts pleaſe and delight my Fancy, which 
were Nails and Thorns in his Hands and 
Side, Seeing I now profeſs to abide in him, 
enable me to walk even as he walked, in Low- 
lineſs and Humility , Meeknefs and Pati- 
ence, Contempt of the World, Heavenlt- 
neſs, and Zeal for thy Glory ; Tempe- 
rance and Moderation, Tenderneſs and 
Compaſlion, Love and Charity , [nnocen- 
cy and Uſefulneſs, Obedience, Reſignati- 
on and Submiſſion to thee. Meaſure not 
my Services by the exaCctneſs of my Per- 
formances, but Sincerity of my Deſires. 
Charge not upon me, my Unpreparedneſs 
for, Unaffectedneſs, Wandrings, Unbe- 
lief,, at that ſolemn Ordinance , this Day's 
Iniquity of my holy things, but por our 
great high-Prie##, who offered up himſelf to 
bear our Sins. 


And, O, that ne who have now been 
| celebrating 
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celebrating his | Love and. Paſſion, may with 
all thy People /ove. one another as he hath 


loved #s; have Strength to reſiſt, and 0- : 
vercome z conſtancy to ſuifer, and perſe- 
vere; . may breath earneſtly after thee, be 


pardoned and accepted, ſupplied, owned, 
bleſſed by thee, keep cloſe unto thee, and 
reign with thee to all eternity, throngh : 
our ever blefled Redeemer, who was deli- 
vered for our Offences, and raiſed again 

for our Juſtification, in whoſe Holy 
Name and Words, I further pray unto 
thee, ſaying, 


. 


Our Father, &c. 
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Suitable Meditations for the Morning 
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quick and lively ſenſe of tbe ſeveral 
Ends of this Sacrament, and-of ours 
In going. NN 84 | 
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2. To maintain and evidence our Union 

" and Communion with Chriſt and his 


Members. 87 
3. To-commemorate his Death. © ©; 89 
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Prayer at Home , befere the Sa- 
crament. | 174. 
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mon is ended, _ 179 
Suitable Meditations and Prayers at 
the Lord's Table, 180. 
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A Neilla Pietatis;, or The Handmaid to 
-£ A. private Devotien : being Inſtructions, 
 '  -Hymns and Prayers,-containing the whole I 
- .. duty ofaChriſtian. Fitted to the days of the 
' week, the Feaſts and Fafts of theChurch. By 
D. Featly,D.D.The ninth Edition in Ofavo. 
 Aninfallible way to Contentment in the midſt 
of Publick, or Perſonal Calamities : together 
with the Chriſtian's Courage and Encou- 
ragement-againſt evil Tidings and the Fear 
.of Death. Twelves, price 1 5. 6 d. | 
' The whole Dity of «Chriſtian: containing 
all things neceſlary, both as to what he is 
to know, and do, for the obtaining an Hap- 
_py Eternity, To which is added more parti- 
cular Directions how to prepare for a com- 
fortable Death. Twelves, price 1 5.6 d. 
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. of making ready all ſorts of Meats, Fiſh and 
Fleſh; with the proper Sauces. And the 
whole Art of Paſtry-work. Together with 
'about two hundred excellent Receipts for 
the belt ſort of Pottages, both in Lex, and 
- out of Lent. Alſo a Treatiſe vf Conlerves, 
both dryandliquid, after the beſt Faſhion, 
| - .Oftavo,price2 5.64% _ (4 
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